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PREFACE; 
| Openin the true Nature and Reas 
| Ns of 4 Saving-Faith. 


$. 1. Pg Here is no Man that ever 
heard the Goſpel, and hath 

ſuch a care of his everlaſt- _ 
, _ _ ing State, as -beſeemeth a 
| reaſorfable Creature, but muſt needs per- 
ceive of how great weight it is, to be 
{| wellaſſured of thetruth of thoſe ſuperna- 
| tural Revelations delivered to usin the Sa- 
| cred Scriptures. . Much may be known 
\ | by the well ſtudied Book of Nature : But 
fiot enough to quiet the mind of Man, by 
aſſured hopes of. future Happineſs, and 
the way thereto : And therefore almoſt all 
1 the Heathenand Infidel World, have their 
Augures or Prophets on whom they de- 
pend, as Conſcious of the necellity,” of 
more than common natural Light : Be- 
"fides that, it requireth greareP helps and 
longer ſtudies, to underitand the Book of 

Nature, than the generallity of Makes. 

£canuſfe : whereas God by his word 
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| — - made all neceſſary truth fo plain, that - 


. Children in a ſhort time, may grow wiſer 

. than the Philoſophers. 

- & 2. No wonder then it it be the great 
work of the Prince of Darkneſs, the Ene- 
my. of God and Man,to deprive the Workd 
of the benefit of the Sacred Sacriptures ; 
which he doth, Firſt, By keeping moſt of 


the Earth from knowing it, tor: want of 


Teachers, moſtly kept out by the Perſe- 
cution of 'Tyrants and Idolatrous Prieſts. 
' Secondly, By keeping thoſe that hear it 
from believing it. Thirdly, By keeping 


thoſe that believe it from the right under- 


ſtanding of it. Fourthly, By keepin 
thoſe t Boot underſtand it, ray = 
rious confidering what they underſtand. 
Fifthly, By keeping Men from a willin 
_ v what they know and thin 
(2) 


the want of a ſound Belief, which is the 
great cauſe of all Ungodlineſs and Miſe- 


ry. And no wonder : For it is anhigh | 
and excellent work to live on the joytul | 
belief andchope of an unſeen everlaſting ! 
Life. And in this dark State, believing | 

muſt conquer many difficulties, which- | 
Nothful Men will rather yield to, than | 
guely ſtrive to overcome. & 4: Firſt, 


» & 3. Amo profeſſed Chriſtians it is 
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oro 4- Firſt, We have contracted fo uns 


ordinate a Love to this kind of life in 
Fleſh, that corrupt Nature 1s loth to think 
of any other, becauſe it would not part 
with this. And when Men are convinced 
only of a neceſſity of looking forward 
beyond the Grave, this changeth not their 


love; but ſtill an unwilling backward 


heart receiveth the notices of the Life to 
come, but as unpleaſant Phyſick, which 
nothing but meer neceſſity will get down : 
And how ill a Receiver an unwilling mind 
is, . experience telleth all the World. Yea 


| fo backward and ſenſeleſs is depraved Na- 


ture, that even this zeceſity 15 ſeldom ſe- 


' riouſly conſidered, till the Sentence of 


Death awaken the Soul.; and are Men 
then fit to begin ſo hard a ſtudy, as muſt 
ſhew them the certainty of the Goſpel, 


and the Life to come ; atid to. get Faith 


when they mult «ſe it; TIN + 
C. 5. Secondly, And ( I write it as ne- 
ceſlitated, .and with Lamentation, ) it is 


' hot all Mens Lot to have Teachers that 


ſhew them the right way, even of found- 
ing their Belief, and diſcerning the cer- 


|  tainty of the Goltele and the Immortali- 


ty of Souls. .If I ſhould tell you how 
many Pariſhes that hays Weekly Sermons, 
5 | HH 
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in which Faith, and Chriſtianity, and 


Heaven, are mentioned, have Teachers 
that cannot confute an Infidel or Saddus 
or teach Menckarly how to be fure, 
that their Faith and Hope are not meer 
Errour, and that carinot tell which wa 
well to prove the truth of their profe 
Religion, ſome would' be offended: at- it, 


that are not offended at their own'ſad'de- 


fe&t, who are ignorant of ſo needful a - 
of the Catechiſme, which every Ch 
ſhould be taught. FRI 


$ 6. Sad numerous inſtances are too 


Clear a clear a proof. © 

«Firſt, It is becomeſo great a controver- 
fie, whether Faith have any Evidence or 
not, and whether 'we'can' certaimly _ 
the Goſpel to be true, 'or rather muſt me- 


rit the more by believittg it without proof, 


that the Papiſts are-togethier by the Ears 
about it ; .and thoſe Proteſtants that han- 


de it, differ among thertſelves. © But the 
' moſt keep their peace by not daring to de- 
- ctdeit. And how can thoſe Teachers ſhew 


the people the aſcertaining Evidence and 


"Proof, who hold that there is none to be 


ſhewn. The objeQts of Faith/are not evi- 
dent to Senſe, ( not ſeen, not taſted, &c.) 
but the truth of the Revelation hath aſcer- 
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taining proof : And nothing is provable 
but by-intell;gible Evidence, 

Secondly, 1 he whole Papal Church als 
moſt holds. "That the method of believing 
the Goſpel, is to believe it on the Autho- 
rity of the Church's propoſal, or affirmae 
tion. As if Men muſt believe that Chriſt 
hath a Church, and that it is thus Authos 
rized, before they believe that he is the 
Chriſt, and hath- Authority himſelf, or 
| any Law that gives Authority. A mul. 
titude of impoſiibles are- here ſuppoſed, be» 
fore Man can be a trie believer, ( which 
[ have fully manifeſted elſewhere. ) 
Thirdly, Some that ſee-how unable the 
vulgar. and. unlearned are, . to manage 2 
' matter of fuch weight and. difficulty, and 
fearing ha a tryal of their Faith againſt 
hard : bjeCtions, ſhoulg but- ovetturn it, 

perſwade the. weak we to believe, and 
= to doubt, but not to as, why ? nor 
to ſearch for Reaſons for their Faith ; leaſt 
diſputing the caſe, and hearin obje&tions 
$ which they cannot anſwer, ſhould-make 
{them Infidels, or crack their Brains. 

. Fourthly, S6metell ther that it is only 
the inward witneſs of the Spirit in theme - 
ſelves that can aſſure them that the Scripy 
tures are the word of God Not telling 

a 4 -1-- them 
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them well what that Teſtimony i 1s, nor 
how thoſe that yet hear it not ſhall be 
convinced of unbelief. * 

' Fifthly,Some by overdoingtellusthatthe 
Scripture ſo ſhineth, 7 + "hae Luce, and con» 


reineth' its .own evidence of Divinity ſo 
cleatly, 'that a Man' that doth but read it, 


though he found it by the high-way, and 


never before heard of it, may there ſee 
fafficient evidence that-it is all of God. 

Sixthly, Some'by greater overdoing, 
diſtin uiſh not the-Eſentials of Religion, 
from the Integrals 9r ' Accidents, nor the 
words from the marter, 'nor the Law and 
Goſpel trom the” ſubordinate parts of the 


Bible, in''point of 'evidence * and' neceſſity. 


and ſo would terfipt Men to think, that 
if 'any ſentence in our Bibles, tfanſlation 
or original be miſtgken,' we can have no 
certainty of the truth of | any of the reſt; 
Seventhly,.” And theſe by © overdoin 
would' perfwade us that every word | 


the Bible is as mych Divine as the Deca- 


logiie, or Lords Prayer, and hath nothing 
in it of humane imperfeftion in ſtile 0 
order ; but is all ſuch, as God himſelf 
W ould have written, it he had made no 
uſe of Man. * 

Eglubly, And ſome are ſo afraid of Po- 


perys 
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pery, and the name of ( 7rad!tion and the 
Teſtimony of the Church, that they diſable 
their own Faith by rejecting the nece(fa- 
ry_uſe of Tradition, and the Churches 
Teſtimony , not being able juſtly to di- 
ſtinguiſh. X 
-- Ninthly, And too many diſtinguiſh not 
Hiſtorical Evidence from the Churches pre- 
tended Authoritative determination. 
-'Tenthly, And ſome cannot tell what 


Hiſtorical Evidence is alſo Phyjical, and 


what maketh it ſo, as differing from Mo- 
ral uncertain Teſtimony. 

And if Teachers of the Foundation 
Have all theſe groſs defets and more, is 
it any wonder it- unſtudied Lay-men are 
here puzled in the dark. | 

-&. 7. T am not now to writea Treatiſe 


0 tell Men the true method of Preach: , 
ng Faith : 'T have done that elſewhere, 


eſpecially in'- [| The Reaſons of Chriſtian 
Religion,) | The unreaſonableneſs of Infideli- 


94] [ The Life of Faith, \ and a ſmall 


ok called { The certainty of Chriſtianity 
without Popery. ) But ſhall here givethe 


-unfurniſhed Reader a few- neceſſary Di- 


ſtinQtions and Concluſions. 
$ 8. Concluſion T. Divine Faith 1s a ſort 


' Of knowledgwith :7 ruſt to the. credit of 


A4 God 
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God' revealing, and therefore muſt have 
evidence, I: That it is the word of God 
that is propoſed. 2. And that God doth 


not lie, or. deceive hy 

| Concluf. Il... It 5 the matter ſerved 
which is the prime neceflary object gf our 
Faith : and the words only: a as the vehicle 
or figns of the wapten. --' 

Concluſ, IH. No one, particular word.in 
the Bite; or the World is of abſolute ne- 
ceſlity to be known; -but another may 
ſerve thathath the ſame ſignification. $ 
any word were abſolutely neceſſary to be 
known, -if it be E»gliſb, - none could be 
ſaved but Exgliſh-rien : :- if Greek or, Her 
brew, none could be fayed but Grecians of 
Hebricians, &e. 

Concluſ. V,, The Goſpel is not thoſe 

_y Same words that Ehrift ſpake; but-a- 7Zren- 
"Patio of 'them-- ENTS 


ke in the-Language then 


- ews, which was CRLLTITE! 4 7 
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all trath, and teach them what to ſay,- fo 
far as tO 20 preres their Commiſſion, To 


Nations, Baptizing them im the 


name f the Father, Sox, and Holy Ghoſt, 
Teaching them to obſerve all things that he 
had Commanded them, And thus far they 
were jnfaflible, - 

Conch.” VI. The words therefore of the 
ſeveral writers are fo far Djvine, as to. be 
the true and-certzin.ſfjgnifiers or expreſſi- 
ons of ſo much of  @hriſts Life and Do» 
Na, as he;faw necdful for 'the uſe of 

t the end of the World tobe made 


go VIL But. all the Goſpel writers 
recite not the ſame matter juſt n the ſame 
words, nor in the ſame Ode nor.in, the 
Jame Stile :  Apc * S8 all humgng- Language 
favourgth, of ey and 


wile Me &s were but 
=_— wes Te Ty bob; Stile and Or- 
$7 ths viring tad. the eg of 
= umane , imperte&tion,. and were 
not ſuch as that God himſelf could not 
have done it better ; But its all of hg 


by io proper ſee. 
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-Concluſ, VIIL.' The Goſpel was God's 
word Preached ' by then ,” before they 
wrote it : _ Years before St. Matthew 
wrote, and about Sixty Seven, or Sixty , 
Eight Years before St. John wrote the 
: Andit'is not to'be imagined, that 
in ra ark Preaching they foalts Juſt alt the 
fame words which they wrote, and 1 no 


more. 
e Miracles that were 


Concluſ. IX. -All 
then wrought, werE firſt to confirm the 
Goſpel as Preached before the PR were 
written. 

Concluſ. X. But God knowing chat the 
Apoſtles muſt die, 'and the: Goſpel yuſt 
be infallibly delivered to the end of the 
World, inſpired them to write, not only 
the Eſſentials, *but all thatggjas neceſſary 
for the Warld to know in'WGenerations, 


redeeming Work, _his DoQrine, and his 
univerſal Law, written infallibly-* by the 
Spirit of Jeſus which he ſent as. his Agent 
for that work ;ſothat the ſame Mitacles 
which confirmed their: words, are now 
equally a Seal of the Divine Authority of 
their writings. - 

Concluſ. XI. All the wotds1 in the Goſpel 
WT. not - LIK to CRRantY nor > 
equa 
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. equal neceſſity to be explicitely known, 


the Dodtrine of Baptiſm and the Lords 
Supper, . with the Decalogue and Lords 
Prayer, contain all the Effentials of Chri- 
ſtianity truly underſtood ; which Do&trine 
of Baptiſm the Church ever expounded in 
a few plain Articles called the Creed : 
And they always took thoſe Sacraments 
and that Creed, with the Lords Prayer 
and the Decalogue expounded by Chriſt, 
as the ſummaries of our Belief, Defires 
and Praftice, to be the Goſpel'and Chris 
ſtian Religion ; The Miniſtry and Church 
Order inſtituted by the Spirit of Chriſt, 
being an rtegral part : and theſe they dif+ 
erenced from theSubſidiary and Ornamen- 
fal parts of Scripture, in point of Neceſti- 
ty and Evidence. "And they that believed 
theſe were faved, whether it was before® 
the reſt was written, or if they never 


| . © heard or underſtood the reſt. 


* - Concluſ. XlI. And before Chriſt , the 
Law of Moſes muſt be greatly diſtinguiſh- 
ed from the- other Fiftorical Books and 
Prophefies. As the Law of this Land by 


* which all men hold their Lands and Lives, 


and muſt be governed, greatly differ from 
daily verbal Mandates ,” or written Com 
miſſions which the King may give to par- 
ed ©, £3. 


08: 
We: Was ſcarce poſlible for the, Jews _—_ that 
Not The. ten Plagues of - 
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ticular Perſons ; ſo the Covenant of Graee; 
and the Law of Holes much differ from, 


WK, es. of Prophets 
$ perfealer of Pric s about that Law. 


or uy deeds of men. Univerſal and Com» 

6 8s are of Univerſal and Common 

and therefore all muſt be cer« 

fain oye proe their Authority.: But the Obedi. 

cR | ar Salyation. 0 the Land or World, 

not Jaid on, e. g.. the. Prophets MB(- 

co Sa, to LOS to Hezekiah,Gcc, 

| ro rug theſe Caſes, .the People are 

left Decal ot to.ſee whether Prediftiong 

come to,pals, and its harder for them-ra 

know = F is 2 true Prophet, the neceſſity 

being lefer, 

GS. ocluſe XII. It is therefore greatly to 

be noted, that, 1. The Law of | Nature 
Siceded no Miracles to Confirm it , bein 
legible in the. Nature of Man and-of 

i wag him. 2.. The Law of Moſes. which 

Nation was tobe ruled by, had fo 

evidence of Divine Authority, that it 


Age to do 
Zr opening, of: the Red Seq, and 
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Glory of God and the Cloud before the 


Tabernacle , the ſwallowing up of 'Thou- 


ſands by the opened. Earth, with other 
ſuch figns, muſt needs convince the Nati 
ons'of Gods Revelation : And . the Paſſe- 
over,' and many [other means,” were 
from the firſt, appointed to be a prattical 
Tradition of it, uninterrupted. But the 
Prieſts that were but to obey and teach 
this Law needed no new 'Miracles, the 
LaW beirtg once ſo fully ſealed. 3. And 
fo when Chriſt came with a new and more 
nag Revelation to ſettle the Law of 

race in the laſt Editidn, he ſealed it by 


multitudes of uncontrouled Miracles, and 
-his own/ReſurreCtion, and the miraculous 
[cftufion of the Holy Ghoſt, by. which the 


Apoſtles, who were infallibly'to Record 


-his/Law:and Promiſes, fealed their Word 


with the like wonderful works that Chrift - 


had done. - But the Law and Promiſe be- 
ing thus Sealed and Delivered,the Biſhops, 
-or Miniſters, who :are -but to keep and 


teach it, need not new Miracles for their 
Work. If as ſome: ' Uſurpers pretend, 
Chriſt had mgde Biſhops in Councils Uni- 
verſal - Legiflators to make new /parts of 
Divine Religion for the World, God would 


" aive'given them alſo the ſeal of ſuch-un- - 
- doubted Miracles. Concluf. 
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. Concluſ. XIV, T have oft ſaid four evi» 
dences concur infallibly to' prove the Goſ- 
pel true : And all are Called, The Witneſs 
of the Spirit as one. 1. The Antecedent 
Propheſies. . 2. The Miracles, and Reſur- 
re&tion, and Aſcenſion of Chriſt, and the 
numerous Miracles of: the Apoſtles and 
firſt Churches. 3. The propria Lux, of 
inherent impreſſions of God on the' Gofſ. 
pel and all the Scriptures, which greatly 
differenceth it from all other Books and 
Dottrines. ' 4. The ſanRitying efficacy of 
the Goſpel on all true Believers in all 
Nations and Ages of the Earth; which 
maketh them a holy, peculiar, heavenly, 
.juſt and ſober fort of Perſons, quite dif- 
tering from all other men , which is.cer- 
tainly the work of God by the Goſpel, 
. and by this his Spirit is a continuing Wit- 


. 


- neſs that God doth owa it. 
Concluſ. XV. 'The Order of Believing as . 


tothe Matter, is to believe the firſt ſealed 
Goſpel. ' Firſt, even the Eſſence of Chriſti- 
anity as paſt doubt. And if there be a 
doubt whether the- Spirit and' Miracles 
ſealed every by-word, . ftyle or order, that 
muſt not make us doubt. of the 
which is ſurely ſealed. 


p . 
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Concluſ XVI, It is undeniable that ther | 
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are multitudes of different Readings in the 
Old Teſtament and. the New, in the Co: 
ples in the Original Tongues : It is un- 

certain to us, of many, which of them is 
! rhe right: It is certain that when there 
+ Was noPrinting, but it was the Scriveners 
f Trade to write out Books, many flips and 
1 differences would be among them. How 
far imperfe&tion of memory. or ſtyle might 
ſhew it ſelf in the firſt writers in any by- 
words, may be doubted without doubtin 
of the Goſpel or Word of God : It 1s 


- ena 44a agy >... 


1 treachery to tell men that they can be no 


| Afurer of the Goſpel, than of the various Rea- 
| dings or Skill of the Writers, Printers or 
1 Tranſlators. But it is certain that no cor- 
| ruption hath altered any neceſſary point. 
| Conclyf. XVII. The Order of believing 
| as to the Evidence, is firſt to ſee the. 
proof of the Matters of Fad by Hiſtorical 
Evidence: andin that to fee the certainty 
of the Do&Qrine, which alſo ſhewegh its 
own corn 2h : And this 1s a ſhort and 
1 Afure proof of our Religion : x. We may 
1. be as ſure that the main” Hiſtory is true, . 
' as that any Hiſtory in the World is true, 
'2, And if the Hiſtory be true,the Doctrine 
muſt needs be true. 
Concluſe XVIIT. And tHis Hiſtory hath 
| more; 


Pie Prof = 


"ATION 4. moral uncertai I, SI! 
For the underſtanding of which it muſt be 
noted, that mans Soul 
Ads. ;, ſome free and mutable, arid ſome 
neceſlary by hature and immutable. | All 
moral aQs are free, and changeable - the 
Belief that is Sed on them hath but 
a moral rrkagys (hgh is trictly no pro- 
per certainty : 'All men are Jyars :. All be- 
hef grounded on mans \mere honeſty, 


(though it were a general Council 'thax | 
, pretends. a judging Authority) 15 uncery . | 


tain. Though ſome good mens words 
give us ſo great a probability as that one 
py venture gr e on t But on Love 
mans Jelf,- elicity, and an. 
o ama ff f lar Sc. are Te 
Netirath Nece, » 2-0 "Therefore the, be- 
leif which is well founded on. theſe, hath 
a Phyfical Infallible certainty. Of this fort 


1s our beleif that there. is. ſuch a City C4 | 
C 


'Rome, Venice, Pars, that there were ſu 
men as K. Z7. 7, 8. K. James, &c. that: the 
_ Statutes of the Land are not Counterfeit 
'For 1. Men that love themſelves, of cro 
intereſts, capable. of knowing, have all 
agreed of the Truth' of theſe, and. ſo do 
ame 4.1. Where the Cauſe is 
ot-natura Hy , the Effect 1 is of oo 
cura 


h two ſort of 


ECCRSSOC—me——ocs oe... 


The Preface. 
tural certainty : But the cauſe that the willing 
and unwilling of contrary Intereſts , have all 
knowingly agreed to the+things forenamed, 
muſt .needs be of natural neceſlity-: Ergo; the 
aid Agreement js of natural certainty. Arg. 2. 
There can be rio effect without an adequat 
Cauſe. But for all knowing Men of contrary 
Intereſts and Wills to agree that there is ſuch a 
place as Rome, &c. that there was ſich a man 
as King Fames; that the Statutes are not coun- 
terfeit, &c. if theſe were falſe, is an etfeCt thar 
hath no Cauſe in Nature : Ergo, it is naturally 
impoſſible. EZ: G. For our Statutes ; It was 
eaſily knowable inthe Age that they were made 
in, whether they were counterfeit : For meri 
hold their Lands and Lives by them; and plead 
them daily at the Tribunals for croſs Intereſts 
againſt each other : Thereforenatural neceſfary 
Caufes would make ſome diſcover. it, were 
1 they falſe. Arid if any had then diſcovered it, 
the ſame Cauſes would propagate the Diſcove- 
ry. That this is the Cafe about the Hiſtory of 
the Scripture, and that Jeſus Chriſt Lived; 
Taught, wrought Miracles, Dyed, Roſe, Aſcen- 
ded, fent down the Holy Spirit, that the 'Apo- 
ſtlesbv-untaught Languagues andMiracles plans 
2 ted the Goſpel, and Chriit gave the ſame Spirit 
I by the impoſition of their hands on theit ordi- 
# nary hearers that believed , that they appealed 
to their own working Miracles and their Chil- 
drens, to their accuſfers, Gal. 3. I. 3. 5. Mat: 
x2, Oc. this''I have largely proved elſewhere, 
In all this yott may ſee that to lay the Faith of , 
Chiiltians on 4 pretended judging Power Wy 

kx 4 [3 | 
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Che Church, Pope, or Councils, and then firſt 
to enquire which is the Church that hath this 
Power, 1s a cheat ot ambitious men to catch 
the Ignorant. The moſt univerſal agrement in- 
cluding Hereticks, and Enemies, and men of 
contrary Wills and Intereſts is the beit Hiftorical 
Evidence of Fact : And the certainty of the 
Hiſtory with the quality of the Doctrine it ſelf, 
and its ettects, is a certain proof that the Do- 
Etrine is of God. And the particular Books 
aud Words muſt have their own Hiſtorical 
proof, where there is ſome diiterence. 

Concluſ. XIX. Objetive certainty, mult ſtill be 
diſtinguiſhed from Mental, Attire, Subjefivne 
certainty. 1. Every thing true 1s infallibly true, 
ſo far as whoever believerh it to be true is not 
deceived. 2. Every thing true hath not a/cer- 
taining evidence, but ſome things have. 3. Eve- 
ry thng ther hath aſcertaining evidence 1s not 
certainly known or believed by millions : A mul- 
ritude of inward and dutward hinderances keep 
men from diſcerning ſuch evidence as aſcertain- 
eth others, and might aſcertam them. Prepa- 
red Souls have great advantage, by capacity, 
willingneſs, diligence, &c. © And experienced 
* Chriſtians on whom the Goſpel hath made a 
* fanRifying change, have the witneſs in them- 
*- ſelves, which proveth it to be of God. And 


* this witneſs of the Spirit is a great and con- , 
* {tant Seal on all that are found believers : bur | 


* in a different degree. Yet the unſanCtified and 
unbelievers that are not negligently or malici- 


ouſly blind, may much diſcern the excellent | 


eftects of the Goſpel on others though they feel 
it not in themſelycs; - Con- 
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Concluſ. XX. The Order of Believing as to the 
A8&s, is uſually this. Men uſually (though 
not always) begin with a Belief, of men, and 
perhaps fallible men , which giveth them but a 
probability that the Goſpel 1s Gods word; And 
from thence they paſs to a Belief of it as Cods 
werd, Which is partly Divine (that 1s, for Gods 
Veracity and Authority ) Out not effefuall , but is 
only the work of a common Grace, not fan©1- 
fying and ſaving. And thence they come to a 
ſawing Divine Faith , but in a weak degree, 
which is to grow ſtronger till jt come to full af- 
ſarance. | 

Concluſ. XXI. For the underſtanding of all 
this, it is very needful that the true nature and 
formal cauſe of Livine Faith, be better and 
more diſtinttly opened than uſually it js Fairh, 
in-ItS ratio fermalis mult not be confounded with 
neceilary previogs Knowledge. All this Syllogiſim 
goeth before it. (Wha?ſi ever God ſaith is true; 
This God {gith ; Ergo, this 4 true,) Or (41l the 
word of God us trne. The Goſpel or ſacred Scrip- 
ture 4 the word of God : Ergo, it « true) Major, 
Minr, and conclution are all but a Knowledge 
antecedent to Faith in its formal Act, (though I 
and others formerly. have called the concluſion, 
Faith,) Yea further, (whatever is evident truth, 
w to be believed and truſted: The Goſpel i evident 
truth, therefore it s to be believed or truſted) This 
6 yet but Faith's antecegent : piſtewo, credo fido, | 
all ſignifie to ruſt ; And truft 1s the formal At 
of | Faith : But this trutt is in all the three facul- 
pies of the Soul. 1. The underſtanding having 


fuſt dilferned rhe credibility, giveth oyer doubr: 
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ing (in that degree) and refteth in or truſteth 
the difcerned truth. 2. The 4 doth with 
complacency truft to and reft in the faid truth 
diicerned, (with the goodneſs alſo diſcerned as 
ſire and true.) 3. The e-ecutive imperate 
Power doth prattically truſt, perform, and venture, 
commanded by the Will. So that truly, Di- 
vine Faith is an intelle&wal, willing, executive,or 
practical truſt. IT have oft explained it by ſuch 
{militudes astheſeThere is but one Phyfitian thar 
Can heal a ſick man: His Enemies detame him 
as a deceiver. He faith believe or truit me and 
I will freely cure thee: He rhar truly rruiterh- 
him now, doth it Intelle&uglly, Conſentingly, and 
Prattically, and takes his Medicines; A For-' 
reign Prince tells a poor man or a Priſoner, I: 
will give thee a Lordſhip in the Eaft-Indies if 
thou wilt truſt me; ſome ſay he 1s a deceiver : 
Others fay, the Ship, or Pilot, or Seas are dan- 
gerous : He that fo far truſteth bim now, as 
ro forfake his poor Country, and 'goe to Sea, 
and venture his all upon the truſt, ſhall have 
what is promiſed. : SEES 
' Concluſ. XXII. Here therefore to-confute 'the 
Errours of a multitude of Doctors, and to quiet 
moſt Souls not otherwiſe to be juftly quieted, is 
is neceſlary to know theſe things, 1.” Thar ths 
formal A of Faith may be Divine and Saving, 
when the foreſaid antecedent knowledge or af- 
ſent, may have ſome miſtakes and infufficient 
media. 2. That. Faith may be ſaving, Which'reachs 
eth not to a ſtrong /«bjeftrve certainty, Nor. ex- 
cludeth always all doubting, even'of the truth 
of the Goſpel and the Life ro come. 3. y_- 
FNAr 
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The Preface, 
that, no ones Faith 3s ab perfect. 1. Moſt 
Perſons begin with a humane belief of their Pa- 
rents, and the common eſtimation of the Coun. 
try ; that Chriſt is the erue Meſſiah, and the 
Scripture is Gods certain word : This is not a 
certain Proof: But if Children or unlearned 
Perſons do by ſach uncertain Arguments believe 
the Scripture to.be Gods word, and then tat a 


Divine goodneſs in the marter. which m1 kerh 
them, mic ingly DEUEVE It ; Lhele Ferions 


may by. ſo weak a preparation, Prattically :ruf 
God, and the Goſpel, as 1 far perceived to be his 
word, even with a ſaving Faith. 

An Armenian Greek,  Aba//ine, &c. believeth 
fide humpna the Goſpel to be true, becauſe their 
ſeveral Teachers tell them fo-: And. they per. 
ceive A goodneſs in-it; Theſe on this faiiibie 
ground; hrit- taking-it for the word of God, 
knotving that God is tru2, may yet lavingly truit 
it as the-word of God, and that truſt is a Divine 
Faith, though: the antecedent . means was bn. 
mane ; :{-belides 'the favour -of, {ruth and 
Sootlnefs-in the Word itſelf.) 2. Bow few in 
the; warld ; have true Faith, if none be true thar 
reacheth” not to full undoubting_. ſabje.live cer. 
cainty. - Certainty- may:;be had + Aſcertaining. 
truth and Evidence there.is: But it 1s notevery 
unlearned perſon that diſcernerh-it. A,man may 


. enaſtchis Iife in thezhandof a Phyfitian, though 


he benat /undoubringly certain he cap: cure him ; 
He may/trutt Life aud; Eftare, jn;a. Veſlel which 
he is::not undoubtingly. certain will, bring hint 
fafe'to'Land. Though an unkarned man 1s not 
fo well acquainted with Hiſtory as tg know with 
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what Evidence the Goſpel hath been” brought 


down t9 onr Age; nor {0 gooda Logician asto 
briag an Argument for Chri.uamty and -the 
Scriptur-, which is not faulty; Yet, if he take 
it to be the word of God, and though” he can» 
not ſy [ [am undoubningly certain of it ] yet 
can ſay [ T am undoubtingly certain there is nothing 


which is to be truſted in equality with it : Thu or 


--a+h,ug mult he my ja : there" re, on ths I will 
Venture Or lay my Mo ANG ſont een _, my hr - 


and will obey Chrift, - and forſake all that 
fands againſt him; Fey. this bope T will Ive, 
and in thy h:pe I will die. ) This will prove a ſfa- 
ving Faith. 3. Yea, it is Certain that there is 
nothing abſolutely perfett in this World : And 
thcrefore no ones faith or certainty is perfect: 


even they that feel no aftual doubting, have yet 


but anImperfett Faith ; elſe they would "have 


more perfett obedience , patience and joy ; 1he: 


be:c have need to pray, Lord increa/e onr faith ; 
and Lord I believe, help thou my unheleif. The 
weaknefs of allour graces and duty comes from: 
the weakneſs of our faith. And ir is not the:/beft 
Logick  which''is ever accompanied with the: 
ftrongeit Truſt ; Though Reaſon be an excellent 
and neceilary* ingredient, ſome truſt in Chriſt 


with victorious confidence, who cannot diſpute ' 
- beit for their Faith, cy 


Concluf. XXII. Though -Peaceand holy Joy .be 
a moit deſirable effect of Fairh, and by whiclt 
the {trength of it may be much tryed, :yet.zr- 
not this, - but Prafical c.nſent to the C 
Grace, of Chriſts terms of Salvation, in 
ing ſincerity canſltegh wy 
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Concluf. XXIV, By all this it appeareth how 
ambiguouſly the Queſtion de Reſoluticne fides is 
too oft diſputed : And how fallacionſly a mans 
faith is faid to be unſound, if his reaſons be me 
unſound, and none Cogent to prove an undoutt. 
ed abſolute certainty that the Scripture 1s Gods 
word 5 and that Faith is not fo reſolved into the 
antecedent reaſonings as neceſiarity to be un- 
ſound if ſome of them are fo. That Gd camnot lie 
is known by Nature. That the Goſpel & bis 
word, is known by its proper notifying evidence 
(forenamed), where many things concur. That 
therefore the Goſpel 3s true, is known as a ratio» 
nal Concluſion. But theſe ate by believersap- 
prehanded oft with imperfeCtion, faultyneſs and 
diſorder. But PraGical Truſt in Godin Chriſtin the 
Goſpel Promiſe, is Conltituted by its formal chjeft 
Which 1s' Gods Fidelity or Veracity, grounded in 
his PerfeCtion, and in the apprehended Truth of 
his promiſes. And this effectual faith is faving, 
I have Frefaced this much that the Reader may 
the eafilyer underſtand and profit by the two 
following Treatiſes, one written and the other 
tranſlated by Mr. William Lorimer, my greatly 
valued Friend, well known by me to be a man 
of Learning and Judgment and exemplary faith. 
fulneſs to God and Conſcience, and of a prudent 
and peaceable Converfation with men : If the . 


7 - Reader bring not a diſpoſition of enmity againſt 


the Truth. or groſs neglect of it, but a mind 
that hath neceſſary manly preparation, and a re- 
ceprive willingneſs and reſolution for an impar- 
tial diligent ſearch, I doubt not but in theſe two 


Diſcourſes he will find enough, though nor to 
remove 
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remove every difficulty in the Bibte, yet to fave . 


his Faith from all ſuch aſſaults, as would over- 
throw it, and make it uneitectual to his Salvas 
tion. And verily a man that hath well digeſted 
the matter of ſuch Controverſies, will find thar 
Pemponatius, Vaninus, Hobbes, $ pinoſa, GrC; were 
Ignorant men, that knew not their own Igno- 
rance, nor what they wrote againſt, and that 
Simon faith little but what Commentators have 
often Anfwered ; and thongh he and others tru- 
ly prove: the doubtfulneſs of ſame Readings, and 
ſon: Tranſlations, which may be of man, "he 
ſaith nothing to ſhake a well-grounded belief of 
Moſes Law, the Goſpel of Chriſt, and any thing 
neceliary to Holineſs or Salvation. 


Richard Baxter. April 7. 1 683: 
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Chriſtian Reader, - 

F thou weigheſt things in the Ballance 

of right Reaſon, thou cant not but ſee, 

. Zhat Moſes being the firſt Man by whoſe 
Miniſtry Almighty God thought fit to 

grve a Body of Laws unto a whole Nation, - 
and to as many of the World beſides, as 
fhould join in communion with that Nation 
#t was neceſſary God ſhould enable him to 
make it evidently appear unto all rational 
Men, | that he was ſent and authorized by 
God to give Laws unto that Nation : and if 
thou read"ſt the Books of Moſes, and what 
thou wilt find in the following Diſcourſe con- 
cerning him and them, thou can't not but 
likewiſe ſee, that the infinitely Wiſe and 
Powerful God did: in effett enable him evis, 
dently and certainly Fo prove his Miſſion and 
| Commiſſion to be from Heaven. For through 
God's extraordingry aſſiſtance he gave the 
8 higheſt demonſtrations of his being Auth 
| rized from above, that can in reaſon be de-' 
1 fired of any that ſpeaks or writes unto Men 
y Zn the name of God; his works and writings 
bear the manifeſt ſignatures of God's Wiſdom, 
Power and Goodneſs ; his works were ſuch as 
tould never have been done without the aſſi® 
a Rance 
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Nance of an inviſible Power, far above any 


thing that falls under the perceptions of 

enſe ; aud it is moſt evident to Reaſon, That 
that inviible Power could be no other, than 
the - infinitely powerful, wiſe and good God, 
who made, preſerves and governs the World, 
and all things therein. For it could not poſs - 


fibly be any Evil Spirit. 


Firſt, Becauſe Moſes in his conteſt with 
the Magzcians of Agypt, did at the wery 
firft Encounter, far our-do them, and the E= 
wil Spirit by whoſe "aſſiſtance they wrought 


_ their wonders, as evidently appears by Aa- 


ron's Rods ſwallowing up their Rods,-(Exod. 
7.12. ) and by their not being able to re- 
move the Frogs again from off the Land of 
Mgypt : and therefore Pharaoh was forced 
to call for Moſes and Aaron, and defire 
them to intreat the Lord to take away the | 
Frogs from him aud his people ( Exod. 8. | 
7,8.) and at laſt he forced them to confeſs 
that they were overcome ; for when the 

could not turn the Duſt of Agy pt into Lice, 
as Moles and Aaron had done, they then ? 
cryed out, and ſaid unto Pharaoh, | This is ? 
the finger of God, Fxed.s.18,19. ] they | 
confeljed that it was the power of God . which | 
eaabled Moſes and Aaron to turn the Duſt | 
into Lice, and which hindered them from d- | 
mg the like. S econd- 
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Secondly, It could not poſſibly be any Evil 


+ Pirit,becauſe Moles sMiracles were wrought 


for the higheſt, beſt and excellenteſt ends, to 
wit, for the glory of God, and for the good 
of his People; they were wrought to con- 
vince both Pharaoh and Iſrael; That the 
Lord God of Abraham, Ifaac and Jacob, 
who made, and governs the World, us the 
only true Gott, who is above all to be Feared 
and Reverenced; Adored and Worſhipped, 
Loved and Obeyed; Pleaſed and Glorifed ; 
and that Moles was his Authorized Meſſer= 
ger to be believed and obeyed for his ſake, in 


all that he ſaid, and commanded in his name : 


They were wrought alſo, bath to tauſe Pha« 
raoh to let go the I{raelites, and likewiſe to 
make the Iſraelites willing to leave Fgypt, 
and to go with Moſes, and take poſſejon of 
the Land of Canaan, which the Lord God 
had long before promiſed unto their Fathers, 
Abraham, Iſaac and Jacob. 4 | 
Thirdly, It could not poſſibly be any Evil 
Spirit,becauſe Moſes s Miracles were wrought 
to the prejudice of the Devil's intereſt in 
the World, and for the deſtroying of the Des 
wviÞs Kingdom, by rooting out Idolatry from 
among God s People, and driving 1dolaters 


4 Exod.5.1,2,3. &. 7. 1,2,3,4,5. & 3. 14,15,16,17,18. 
& 4. from 1, to 9. & 6. from 1, to$, Deut.4. 9, to 24; 
a 7% on? 
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out of Canaan; and for the ſetting up of 
the Kingdom of God viſibly upon Earth. b 

Fourthly, It could not poſſibly be any Evil 
Spirit, becauſe the Evil Spirit 1s the great 
Enemy of Mankind, and of all humane S9« 
ciety rightly conſtituted; whereas Moſes's 
Miracles were wrought for the confirmation 
of a Doftrine, which is manifeſily for the 
good of Mankind, of individual Men, and of 
all Societies of Men, Deut. 4. 6, 8. 

This wilc clearly appear unto any rational 
Man that ſhall duly conſider theſe” following 
Laws of Moſes, Concerning Mens Loving 
their Neighbours as themſelves, and not Co 
wveting any thing belonging to them. c 

Concerning the City's of Refuge appointed 
for ſuch Perfies as ſhould happen to kill a 
Man unwittingly. IP 

Concerning the Redemption of Lands. e 

Concerning Goodneſs, Lenity and Equity 
to Servants. f | | 
Mercifulnefs to the Poor. g 
b- Exod.20.3,4,5,6,7, Kc. ibid. v. 20,22,23. & 23.13. 
Deut.4.5,6,7.8,9,10. & 7.1,2,3,4,5,6. & 12.29,30,31,32. 
& 18.9,10,4-1,12,13,14. Dent.4.32, to 41. Exod.20.24, 
latter part of the Verſe. Dez. 4.7. c Exed.20.17. Lev. 
rF9:17,18. d Exod.21.13. Deut.19. e Levit.25.23,&c. 
F Exod.21.1,2,&c. Deut. 15. 12, to 19. & 24. 14,15: 
Deut. 15: 6, to 12. Exod, 22, 25,26,27. | 
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Kindneſs to Straugers. h 

| Fuſtice and Equity to the Widows and Fas 

therleſs. 7 
"= Reverence and Obedience to Superiors. k 

xAnd concerning the Duties of Superiors 
towards their Inferiors and Subjets.' 1 

But not to inſiſt upon theſe and many 0» 
ther excellent Laws of- Moſes, which are 
pray oi for the good of Mankind, and both 
evidence themſelves to have been given unto 
Moſes and Iſrael by an infinitely good God ; 
and alſo Moſes's Miracles wrought in confire 
mation of them, to have been from the ſame 
cauſe ; there uw one thing which I cannot but 
touch upor, to wit, That whereas other Laws 
gzvers have ſet up, ſome a Monarchy, ſome 
an Ariſtocracy, aud others a Democracy, Mo- 
ſes was the firſt that Eſtabliſhed a viſible 
Theecracy over the Iſraelites, wnder which 

form of Government, all things were to be' 
4 managed by the counſel and direftion of the 
s 7nfinitely wiſe God ; the People of Trae), as 
a Kindom' of Prieſts, and a Holy Nation, 
were to refer all their matters unto God, and 
to ask advice aud direftion of him by VRIM- 
and THUMMIM, in reference to Peace aud 


——A tt 


h Exod. 22,21. Levit.19.33.24. 8s Exed.22.22,23,24. 
k Exod.20.12. & 22.28. Deut. 17,11, | Deut. 1.16,17. 
& 17.16,17,18,19,20, & 25. 1. 
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War, and all things of any conſiderable ims 
Pportance, or difficulty, (Exod.19.5,6. & 20. 
2.4,the.latter part, Exo0d.28.30. Deut. 10. 
14,15,16,17. & 12-I1,12, Levit. 26.11, 
12. Oc. O28. 

Theſe things put together ( if no more 
could be ſaid ) ſeem abundantly ſufficient to 
prove that Moſes was Authorized by God to 
give Laws unto the Iſraelites; for uo Max 
could have wroaght ſuch Miracles fb circum- 
ſtantiated, except God had been with him : 
and ſuch is the weakneſs of Man's Under- 
ſtanding, that he could never of his own head 
'bave invented ſuch a Law, and ſuch a way 
of Government. And if Moſes's Miracles 
| and Law could not poſſibly be of any Evil | 
Spirit, nor of Man, they muſt needs have 
been of a Good Spirit, and that Good $ paret | 
could be no other but God : for thongh God 
uſed the Miniſtry of Good and Holy Angels | 
in giving forth the Law, yet they could not | 
pojiibly be the Authors of it ; and if any of |} 
them had ever pretended unto that Honour, | 
he would by fo doing have degenerated into 
. a proud, arrogant and lying Devil. | 
© * God himſelf then was the alone Author of | 
Moſes h:s Law,and the Holy Angels with Mo- 
fes, were but Inſtruments and Miniſters, hy 
whom God gave it unto Iſracl ; aud indeed 
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there is nothing in it, but what well Lecomes 
God to be the Author of ; there is nothing in it 
that doth any way contradif the perfeclions of 
his Nature, or deſtroy the natural notions of 
Truth and Falſhood, Good and Fil which 
he hath implanted in the mind of Man : nay 
many of Mioſes's Laws are evidently agree- 
able unto, and Repreſentative of the traxſ= 
cendent excellencies of the Divine, aud per- 


fective of the humane Nature : and ever 


thoſe of them which are of a moſt adiapheros 
indifferent nature in themſelves, and derive 
all their morality from the will and pleaſure 
of God, did certainly by Gods appointment 
and Bleſſing very much promote the happineſs 
of his People, (Deut.10.12,13. © 11.12, 
to x6. Levit.26.3,to 13. Deut.32.46,47. ) 

As to what ſome Atheiſts Objett from 
Exod.12.35,36. That Moſes taught the 11 
raelites to cheat the Agyptians of their 
Jewels, under prerence of borrowing them, 


and that Ged himſelf is brought in as counte« 


nancing the Cheat. ; which ſeems to be plii- 
ly contrary, bath to the perfeilions of God, 
and right Reafon of Man. 

T Anſwer, 1t s falſe that s Objefted, for 
there was really no borrowing and leading in 
the caſe, but asking and receivins, and car« 
rying away what God had inclined the hearts 
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of the A#gyptians freely to give : and ſq 


there could be no cheat under pretence of 


borrowing. This Anſwer is grounded upon 
the true import of the Hebrew Word (Shaal) 
which fignifes ( to ask, ) aud accordingly the 
place Objetted is rendred by Munſter, and 
the Tigurin ; i» Engliſh thus, | The Chil- 


| fren of Jſrael asked of the Agyprians, 


Jewels,-------and the: Lord gave the People 
favor in the fight. of the Fgyptians, ſo that 


"they gave them ſuch things as they asked, 


and they carryed them away from the Agyp- 
tians ; ] the Xgyptians apprehended them: 


ſelves to be'all dead Men, if the Iſraelites 


Stayed in Fgypt any longer, and therefore 
were willing to grve them any thing they 
bad, on condition that they would be pres 
ſently gone, Verl. 33. 5 


' And thus things were ordered by the wiſe 


Providence of God, that the C hildren of It- 
racl might be rewarded for the great Sers 


vice they had done unto the Xgyptians. 


Moreover, It is very obſervable that ſome 
of Moſes's Laws were fauch, that it 1s impofe 


ble to conceive that any Men in their Wits, | 
would either have given ſuch Laws unto 0+ 


thers, or have themſelves received and ſub- 
mitted to them; unleſs they had been ſure 
that God was the Author of them, and that 
lg #16 P; ; | he 
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be would take care to prevent the great ins 
conveniences that might ariſe from the obs 
ſervance of them. I Inſtance in Two, 
Firſt, The Law for the Sevendh Tear Sabo 
bath, ( Exod.23.10,11, & Levit.25.4,5.) 
The Command not to Plow nor Sow every Se- 
venth-Tear, was of ſuch conſequence, and 
might have produced ſo ill effetts, that Mos 
fes would never have attempted to bring the 
fraclites ander ſuch a Law, nor would they 
have been ſuch fools as to have received it: 
and ſubmitted to it, unleſs he and they had 
been both ſure, that God had Authorized 
him to give them that Law, and that God 
had undertaken to ſecure them from the 
great inconvenience that might ariſe from 
i their Obſervance of it ; for if they had not 
1 been ſure that God had by promiſe engaged 
1 hu Providence to Bleſs them with extraordi- 
wary great abundance of Cornes on the Sixth 
$ Tear, they could not but foreſee that there 
3 would have been a Scarcity and Famine on 
\ the Seventh Tear,eſpecially when the Tear of 
$ Jubile, which was every Fiftieth Tear, ſuc- 
ceeded the Seventh Tear Sabbath ; for in 
that caſe the Law _ them either to 
Plow or Sow for Two whole Tears together, 
(Levit.25.8, to 12.) pon which they could 


wor but foreſee that a Famine would certainly 
2 follow, 
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follow, unleſs God had undertaken by an ex«' 
traordinary P rovidenge to prevent it. There- 

ore Moſes muſt have been ſure of this, «= 
therwife he would never have attempted the 
giving them fuch a Law; and he muſt have 
made the People ſure of it alſo, otherwiſe 
he could not but foreſee that they would ne- 
ver have been ſo fimple as to receive and 
ſubmit unto ſuch a Law, as would expoſe 
them to the danger of a Famine every Se- 
wenth Tear, and in the revolution of Fifty 
Tears, would unavoidably bring a Famine 
upon them. We read in the 25th of Levi- 
ticus where this Law is Recorded, That God 


foreſeeing the People would certainly move | 


this Objettion againſt it, he prevented them, 


and both moved and anſwered the Objeftion | 


himſelf, Verſ. 20, 21. [_ If ye ſhall fay, 


'What ſhall we eat the Seventh Year ? be- 
hold, we ſhall not Sow, nor gather in our } 


Increaſe. 'Then I will command my Bleſ- 
ſing upon you in the Sixth Year, and it 
ſhall bring forth Fruit for Three Years, | 
Sc. ] Here they had God's word of Promiſe, | 
Sealed with the Broad-Seal of Heaven, Mo- 
ſes's Miraculous Works for the ground of 
their aſſurance, that Godbs extraordinary 
Providence would ſecure them from Famine. 

And it was npon this ſo well grounded a(- 


"ſurance, 


{ 
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ſurance, that they received and ſubmitted to 


"that Law. And God never failed them in 
this, but always fulfilled with his hand what 
he had ſpoken with his mouth ; ſo that they 
were never forced to travel into other Coun- 
tries to buy Corn for the ſupply of their nes 
ceſſities, in thoſe Sabbatical Tears. © 

The other Law T inſtance in, is, that 
which obliged all the Males of Ifrael Thrice 
a Tear to appear before the Lord, at the 
place where the Ark of God ſhould be, 
(Exod.23.17.\'& 34. 23. Deut: 16. 16.) 
this Law was given and written by Moſes 
for the Generations © to come, - and he could 
not - but foreſee that the People would be rea- 
ay to Objett' againſt it, That if after they 


I were poſſeſſed of the Land of Canaan, ' a/l 


their Males ſhould Thrice every Tear leave 
their ſeveral Houſes and Countries, - and 


_meet at one place, as at Jeruſalem, or at 


any other place where the Ark of God ſhould 
happen to be; © their Land would be in dan- 
ger of being frequently invaded, ſpoiled and 
waſted by the malitious and covetous Hea= 
thens that lived round about them, and that 
therefore it was moſt unreaſonable to defire 
them to be Governed' by ſucha Law : This 
Objeftion, I fay, | Moſes could not but fore- 
fee, and therefore if he had not been cer- 
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. fan that 'it WAS God” s will and pleaſure that 
he ſhould give them ſuch a Law, he would 


never have done it if his own head ; and 
likewiſe if they had not been certain that 


oned by God to give them ſuch a Law, they 
would never have received it, and ſubmitted 


wnto the obſervance of it, to the viſible has | 


zarding the loſs of all that they had in the 
Werld. : 


his promsſe by Moſes, and by Motes's Mira» 


cles confirmed his Promiſe, That uo Man | 


fhould DESIRE their Land, when they 


wen? up to appear before the Lord their God, 


Thrice in the Tear, (Exod:34-24,) as: if | 


God had ſaid, Be not afraid leaſt the Hea- 
then break in upon you, and Burn your Ct- 
ties, and lay waſte your Countrie, whilſt al 


your Males are from home, attending npon | 


me at the place of my Publick Worfhip, for 


| when you are about my Work, I will not: ons | 
by be with you abroad, but with your Wives | 
and Ehildren likewiſe at home 5 and 1 will. | 
take ſuch care of you and yours, and ſo ſex | 


cure all your Concerns, that your envious | 


and Covetous Neighbours aud Enemies fhall 
wot ſo much as defire your Land, much leſs 
ſhall they be able to lay it waſte and deſolate 

xg £2 


This God confidered to be rational, | 
and therefore for their ſecarity he gave them | 


Moſes was really Authorized and Commiſſic | 
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with Fire and Sword, as you may be apt to fear, 
It was by this promiſe; and the Miracles 21ought 
by Moſes, that both Moſes andthe People were aſ- 
ſured that this Law was of God, and that Ged*s 
ſpecial Providence would prote&t his People, and ſe- 


i cure all their concerns, when they were doing the will 


of God according to this Law, and without ths 
aſſurance iſ Moſes had gone about to impoſe upon 
them in a matter of ſuch dangerous conſequence, they 
would certainly have refuſed to obey him. 

By theſe Two Inſtances it manifeftly appears, that 
Moſes both knew in himſelf, and evidently proved 
anto Iſrael, that he was Commiſſioned by God to 

ive Laws unto them : for if it had been otherwiſe, 
would neither have attempted to give them ſuch 


i Laws, nor would they have ever received thens 


and ſubmitted fo them. To draw to an end; Let it 
be conſidered that Moſes Afrracles tended all to the 


J Glory of God the Author of Nature, and to the 


advancement of his Kingdom in the World, as he 
* the Author of Grace; and his Writings give us 
moſt bigh, glorious and excellent, and alſo moſt 
lovely and defirable Idea's and Notions of God and 


$ bis Perfe&tions. Witneſs God's name, [_ I AM 


THAT I AM, and 1 AM, Exod.3.14.] which 
gnifes that he # the firſt and moſt perfett Beeing, 
that 


gives Beeing to all other things, and conſequent- 


3 _ his eternal and neceſſary Exiſtence from 
FJ ever 

S And bu name, [ THE LORD, THE LORD 
3 GOD MERCIFUL and GRACIOUS, &c. Exod. 


aſting and to everlaſting. 


34- 6,7. ] witneſs alſo that deſcription of him, 
Exod, x5. xx, [ WHO is like unto thee, O 
"ER LORD, 
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LORD, -----GLORIOUS IN HOLINESS FEAR= 
FUL IN PRAISES, DOING WONDERS, ] 
and that other deſcriptios of him; | (Deur. 32. 3; 
4. I will publiſh the name of the Lord : aſcribe 
ye greatneſs unto our God, &c-) And What is 
writtez of him in Deut.4..3 5,to 49-7 to.14,to 19. 

T heſe moſt ſublime and excellent Notions of God 
and hs Perfettions, with which Moſe®s Writings 
go furniſh us, are proper and fit to raiſe in us a moſt 
bigh eſteem. and reverence of God,to make us admire 
and adore him, to take us off from the mordinate 
love of our ſelves, and of all other Creatures, as 
wean and vile, as ſhadows and nothing ; and to 
dra out onr hearts and affetions wholly unto him, 
fo make us love him, and from a principle of Love, 
careful to pleaſe him, and fearful to offend him, 
(Deur. 6. 4, 5, 13, 14, I5: & Io. 12, to 2I. ) 
. in fine, to make us hope in him, expe all needful 
good things from him, and above all things deſire 
70 be united unto him, as the moſt glorious, excellent 
'and bleſſed Beeing, ( which was, and is, and u 10 
come, of ewhom, through whom, and to whom, are 
all things, .) that we may be moſt happy im union 
with him, .and in the enjoyment of his Love and 
Favor for evermore. I might here ſpeak of that 
account which Moſes gives of the Creation of the 
World, and eſpecially of Mankind ; of the Diſobe- 
. Gience and Apoſtacy of Mankind, and of the Mt- 
ſeries that came upon the World by reaſon thereof : 
And of the reſtoring of Maw to the favor. of God 
.again by the Mediation of the Meſſias, who was 
promiſed and Prophefied of, firſt under the name and 


#oticn of the Seed of the Woman, that was #0 
( bruiſe 


- 
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bruiſe the Serpents Head, ( Gen. 3.15. ) then of 
the Seed of Abraham by Iſaac, in which Seed all 
the Nations of the Earth were to be Bleſied, ( Gen. 
22.18. & 26.4.) andafterwards, of the Seed 
of Jacob by Judah, and files SHILOH, unto 
whom the gathering of the People wasto be, (Gen. 
28. 14, compared with Gen. 49. 10. & Numb. 
24. 16, 17, 19.) and laſtly, under the name and 
notion of a Prephet like nnto Moſes, and who by 
conſequence was to be a Lawgiver and Mediator, 
( Deur. 18. 18, 19. ) 

I might ſhew the Reader that Moſess Writings 
ſet forth God as placable and reconcileable, ( Gen.3. . 
IF. & 4.7.) as pleaſed and reconciled ( Gen. 
4. 4. & 8. 20,21.) .and as pleaſed and recon 
ciled by Faith, ( Gen. 15. 6..) 
I might demonſtrate, that the account which 
Moſes gives of theſe things, 1s highly agreeable to 
right reaſon and experience, and that it is moſt com- 
fortable and ſatisfatory to the mind of Man: But 
all = cannot he done in the compaſ® of a ſhort 
Epiſtle. 

7 The Reader may expett that T ſhould at leaſt ſay 
ſomething in behalf of the Two following Diſcour- 
ſes ; but if he do, . he will be diſappointed : for 
baving ſaid enough in commendation of the Firſt 
Diſconr[e in the beginning of the Second, I will ſay 
n0 more of either, but leave both to ſpeak for them- 
ſelves. Only I muſt advertiſe the Reader, That the 
Tranſlationwaries from the Original in ſome Two or 
T hree things,and this is the reaſon of the variation ; 
I found that there were ſeveral palpable miſtakes in 
the French Diſcourſe, and I am reſolved through 

God's 
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God's Grace to follow no May in known miſtakes: 
therefore I mended them. As where the Author 
ſays, That the broad Plates for covering the Altar, 
made of the Cenſers of Corah and his Company, 
were Plates of Gold ; I ſay, as the truth is, that 
they were Plates of Braſs, ( Numb. 16. 39.) 

| "And again, where the Author ſays, That Moſes. 
Condemped Thirty or Forty Thouſand Men, and 
bommanded them all to_ be preſently Executed: T 
fay, that he did fo by ſeveral Thouſands, which is 
true, for the number of the Slain was about Three 
Thouſand, (Exod. 22: 28.) but our Learned Au- 
thor 20as certainly miſtaken, for bis reckoning nei- 
ther agrees exattly with the Vulgar Tranſlation, nor 
get 21th the Hebfew Verity. Chriſtian Reader, T 
. vill detain thee wo longer from the peruſal of the 
Diſcourſes therpſelves, and that the uſe of them may 
be Hefſed to thee for thy Souls. good, is and ſhall be 
the earneft defire of a 


F hy Seavant in all things,” wherein 
he may Serve our Lord 
Chriſt, and his Church, 
We 
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DISCOURSE 


On = Proofs of the 


or "BOOKS of MOSES. 


H E: Chriſtian: Beligien doth 
Mere, -acknowledge' that , the 
-: wit:of-Man'canngt reach-the 
5734.1 , "the-height[:of; the Myſteries 
whith It teacheth, and that the humane 
underſtanding /1s /.too narrow, and limitet] 
rediſcover ' the-grounds of,,them in-the 
Eternal 'fprings of; Truth, where they 
wiould appear ,egvus 4s clear, as firſt and 
{lt evident Principles, if -our ſight could 
reach ſo far. : Nevertheleſs, it; pretends:not 
that! we ſhauld -believe them abſolutely 
without /proaf, andby a blind. Inſting:; 
an+;God hath 'not:given Man Reaſon and 
Underftanding,. to-render ſo! great-a pre- 
fent;- not onely-uſeleſs, but alfo hurtful to 
him, by propounding unto. him ſuch ob- 
jeſts of Faith only, againſt which his Rea- 
foning faculty ſhould be in a continual 
Inutiny and contradictory oppoſition, That 

B 1S 
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is the caſe ofthoſe Sets which are founded 
only upon Wild Fancies, Groundleſs Con- 
ceits and Phanatical Viſtons ; and which 
are Eſtabliſhed upon, and Upheld by, no 
other” Principle than ſuch an extravagant 
abuſe of Realon;as that wasby which they 
were firſt hatcht : Whereas the Chriſtian 
Rebpion is ſuch, - that how 7 erm 
ſoever be the depth of its myſteries, yet 
none can 'donbt of their - truth, but by 
fueh another kind 'of eftravagancy. 

2, For the buſineſs 1s 'not/ to examine 
the poſſibility of thoſe: myſteries, nor to 
care the wit of Man, as touching all the 
difficulties which -it finds to fubmit_unto 
thim, men would be unreaſonable to \des 
fireto comprehend them, 4mnce they can- 
not comprehend themſelves, and yer doubt 
not of their own Exiſtence. Tr is fufficient 
that it'may be demonſtrared to them that 
all thoſe ſo unconceivable Truths are link. 
ed, not- only with other Traths which 
they know, but alſo with ſuch Truths as 
of all 'others are moſt proportionat to their 
underſtanding, 'and whereof they may he 
aſſured by 'the moſt evident. and certain 


— 
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+ 3. If men have a certain knowledg of 
any thing; it is of matters-of Fatt ; ot all 
things which 'they know, there is not any, 
wherein it is more difficult to impole upon 
them,. and concerning which there is leſs 
eccaſion of diſpute ; and fo when it ſhall 
be clearly ſhewed: them that the Chriſtian 
Religion.is inſeperably linked with matters 
of Fat, whereof the Truth cannot be 
queſhoned by men of common honeſty 
and integrity, they muſt either ſubmit un- 
to the belief of all its Doctrines, or elle 
= muſt renounce ſincerity and rea- 
n, | 

_ > 4- For inſtance, if there was ſuch & 
Man as Moſes, and if he was the Author 
of the Books commonly attributed unto 
him, then the Fewi/h Religion is true : if 
the Jewifh Religion - be true, then Jeſus 
Chriſt is the Meſiias ; and if Jeſus Chriſt 
be the Meflias, then all that he faid and 
taught is to be believed, and conſequently 
the Trinity, the Incarnation, and all the 

other myſterious Do&rines of the Chri- 
Kian Religionare to be believed. 

5. It 1s by this Divine. concatenation 

of Truths, that God leads Men unto the 
true Faith, and that they are enabled to 


tow that there.is nothing more rational, 
B > = than 


(4) 
than their ſubinifſion unto theimioſt incoms 
prehenſible myſteries; fo farare they from 
deſerving to be charged with weakneſs and 
imprudence'ort that account zafidfſince the 
great Body of Chriſtian' Religions 15"coni- 
poſed of a very great number ofidiflerent 
Parts-which all tend to the ſame-end; and 
hath had a Being about ſix thoufand years; 
It cannot be but that it muſt contift of 
very many particular Tritths all linked 
fogether as in-one'chain, and: that every 
Age muſt have-given new proofs thereof: 
and conſequently- that: whereſoever a Man 
begins, to what point ſoever he applies 
himſelf, he will always-meet with ſuch an 
abundance of light, \that-itwiſFbe impoſ- 
ſible for him to reſiſt and ftand out @- 
> 11. | 3 SN 97] 901 
- But we are fo much the more oblt- 
ged diligently to apply our ſelves unto ah 
accurat earch for ding our- 'of theſe 
Proofs, by how! much it hath not pleaſed 
God that they ſhould conſiſt in ſuch. groſs 
agd palpable Principles, as might be dif- 
covered at firft glance, and -might be ſeen 
equally by all 'men ; they are rather an 
heap | of ' circumſtances, 'which all men 
.do not put together, or do not look up- 
on them the jame - way ; but which are 
never- 
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nevertheleſs ſenſibly evident unto the 
meaneſt capacities, when their eyes-are 
once opened ; and do produce ( when 
they are gathered np and put together) a 
certainty if not more tull, * at leaſt more 
intimate and more natural,than that which 
we. have of ſpeculative and abſtrative de- 
monſtrations, becauſe the ways and means 
of attaining unto the aſſurance of thoſe 
matters of Fact are more proportionable 
and ſutable unto'the humane underſtand- 
ing, and there is no man but will fird 
the Principles of them in, himſelf. 

7. Its fr this end, to give a Specimen 
how thoſe matters of Fact are to be con- 
ſidered, whoſe certainty neceſſarily infer- 
reth the certainty -of our Religion, that 
we ſhall chooſe to diſcourſe of the parti- 
cular matters of FaCt in Moſes his Hiſtory, 
and of the Truthof his Books, which are 
the Foundation of the Jewiſh Religion, as 
the Jewiſh is the Foundation of the Chri- 
ſttan Religion according to Saint Paul. 

* 8. Ithink there. is no need that-I ſhould 

firſt prove, before 1 proceed any further, 

That if really there hath been a Man affr- 

ming that he was ſent from God, and who 

(not defiring to be believed upon his bare 

word,cr for ſome Actions nottmuch above 
| I + Eg thoſe 


(6) 
thoſe which we know to be within the 
compaſs of humane power )* hath for 
proof of his miſſion, wrought that aſto- 
niſhing multitude of Miracles which we 
find Recorded in the Pentateuch, hath evi- 
dently ſhewed that he had power of life 
and death,hath commanded the Elements, 
and made'the whole frame of Nature to 
bow at his word and obey his orders, [ 
fay, there is no need that I ſhould prove 
e ought to he believed,” for I doubr nut 
ut that upon ſuppoſition that there hath 
been ſuch a Man who hath really dotie 
ſuch thingsro prove his miſſton from God, 
all Men in the World will grant that this 
Fern deſerves to be believed in all that 
he hath written of that God, in whoſe 
| name he hath wrought all thoſe Miracles, 
and that the Religion which he hath inſti- 
peg ought to be received as true and 

ivine. | | 
9. The moſt obſtinate Spirits of Men 
are as it were overwhelmed with the 
weight of thoſe Miracles,and find no other 
means to fatisfie their byaſs to unbelief, 
than to feek to find out ſome frivolous 
reaſons on which to frond their doubts 
of the truth of thoſe Miracles, and of the 
Book that contains them. - 
| 1©.- But 
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Io. But if they have any remainder of 
honeſty 6 fincerity,[.defie them to go far, 
or continue = in thoſe doubts ; for they 
will find their doubts ſo born down and 
vanquiſhed by the abundance of proofs 
Which accompany this Hiſtory, that they 
will be farced either to acknowledg it to 
be true, or elſe to fall in with the ſenſeleſs 
ſtupidity of thoſe perſons who for, fear of 
being powerfully perſwaded: to believe the 
things which Religion teacherh them, re- 
ſolvedly chooſe never to think on them at 
all. 

11, For by what ſuppoſitions will they 
pretend to ſhake the certainty of what 1s 
written in thoſe Books, and diſpoſe their 
minde to believe that there was never any 
ſuch thing ? Let them give as much liber- 
| ty as they will unto their Fancy, andlet it 
| urniſh them with all the Chymerical 
ſuppoſitions that poſlibly it can, yet they 
ſhall x never be able to conclude any thing 
from thence, which hath the leaſt ſhadow 
| of Probability, and which a Man of the 

leaſt ſolid Judgment would not be aſhamed 

to propound, - | 
. 12, Will they fay, there was never ſuch 
; a Man as Moles, and that whatever hath 
" | S$een ſaid of him, are fables invented for 
B 4 delight 2 


delight? But: let ns rallies: that the 
Jews and :Chiriftians are 5not the  onely 
perſons who-bave been known to: ſpeak 
and write ofthis Moſes, ſince:we find there 
-are-even prophane. Hiſtorians 'who! make 
mention of, him, ' yet.if they. deny what is 
written of him/tn; the: Penteatuch, and af- 
firmall thoſe-things to be Fables, then let . 


«them alſo deny. all the Hiſtories in the 
World, and affirm them all to be fables ; 


' Ffince there is none of them of whoſe Truth 


we could be ſure, if it were -allowed ( as 
any way rational) to doubt whether there 
was ever a Man called Moſes, who brought 
[the Jews out; of z#gypt after a long cap» 
tivity.; for all the Reaſons by, which Men 
-judge of the [Truth of other Hiſtories, are 
equally to be found in that of Mrfes. For 
example, no Man doubts but: that Alex+ 
 auder and Cyrys have been, becauſe many | 


- -Authors have-written of them, and it ne- 


ver. came into_any. Mans mind deliberat- 
-ly. to doubt thereof : and .it/is evident = 
-neither- hath; any .Man upon fe 

thoughts ever doubted whether Moſes hath 
been ; this hath been conſtantly believed 
by a very numerous people, and by all 
who haveknown, athe ave.converſed both 
-with him and them ; and. Was never CON- 


tradicted 


C9) | 

tradifted by 'any' Body whoſoever. But 
moreover there is this difference, that the 
Books of Moſes have ſingular and pecu- 
liar proofs of their certain truth, which 
are not to be met with in-any other ; for 
there was never any Book preſerved with. . 
ſo much care and afletion, as that Book 
which containeth his Hiſtory, and yer 
never had any men -more ſenſible and 
ſtrong Reaſons, taken from their own Tn- 
tereſt, to diſprove the truth of a.Book, 
if they could have done 1t with any co» 
lour of probability, than the -Fews have 
had.to diſprove the truth of the Books of 
Moſes ; ſince by ſo doing, they ſhould 
have at once freed themſelves from the 
moſt nneaſfie Law that ever was, from a 
Law ( Ifay ) that was moſt rigorous and 
grieyous,, moſt dreadful and burdenſome . 
to the _— of it: in ſo much that there 
appeareth no motive, that could perſwade 
them to ſubmit unto,and endure the whole 
burden of it, but a firm perſwaſion of its 
infallible Truth and divine Authority. 
13. Unbelief 'then not ' being able to 
keep its ground upon this firſt Chymeri- 
cal ſuppoſition, it muſt paſs unto, and fix 
upon ſome other ; and the Infidel muſt 
fay,” for example, that it is true, there 
| was 


was 2 mancalled Moſes, and this man'was 
the head of a great Nation, which he 
brought out of Agypt, but withall, that he 
was a £7048 Impoſtor, who deceived that 
people by falſe Miracles, and forged all the 
prodigzous things which he mentions in his 
Books, to the end he might the better bring 


| them under Subjettion to the Law he had 


deviſed, and by that Law to himſelf, in 
waking them to eſteem it as come from Heas 
wen, and to conſider himſelf as the Interpres 
ger of God's Will, in whoſe name he ſpake, 
and as having God's Power in his own 


bands, to puniſh thoſe that ſhould refift 
bim. | 


14. The greateſt efforts and endeavors 
of humane Wit to diſprove the txuth'of 


| Hoſes his Books, may be reduced to ſuch 


unaginations as theſe, and yet nothing leſs 


" rational could be invented; for if men 


would in this matter make uſe but of 


.proofs taken from meer ſenſe, how difh+ 


cult is it to reconcile the Wiſdom and Vere 
tue which clearly appear in this Moſes, with 
ſo black an Impoſture / how difficult is it 
to comprehend, that this man in an Age 
ſo remote, ſo dark and fo rude, and with» 
out any help from the Inventions of thoſe 
that had gone before, could have m—_— 
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| (1) 
ble to contrive of his own head, not on- 
ly a Law, from which all other Laws 
have been obliged to borrow ſomething 
or other, but moreover, that he could 
have been able to have framed the Idea or 
Notion of a God, and that an'-Idea fo 

reat afld ſo worthy, that exceptingthoſe 
ho have trodden in his ſteps, there were 
hever any who have had an Idea of God, - 
but what was infinitely below it, where- 
as all other humane Inventions grow up 
to perfection ſucceſſively, and by degrees / 
it fins, how ſtrange a thing would it be, 
that this firſt born of all Impoſtors ſhould 
have hit fo right in a matter ſo far ele- 
vated above the thoughts of men , and 
ſhould have known ſo well what ſhould be 
due to a God, and what a:God ſhould be ; 
that really Men are ſenſibly convinced 
that he muſt be ſuch a God, if he be at 
all, and that honeſt hearts ſhould be grie- 
vouſly troubled at it, if ſuch a God were 
nor. | 
© 15, Bat to paſs from this, unto ſuch 
things as bear a greater proportion unto 
all forts of Capacities ; let us ſee whether - 
it be pofſib! e, that all the Miracles menti- 
oned.in thoſe Books , * ſhould be but fo 
many Fables invented by Moſes ; if = 


(12) . 
be poſſible, . then either he - muſt , haye 
hoped to:make the Fews believe them, or 
at leaſt, he muſt have hoped- to pzriwade 
them to Authorize-them by - their con- 
ſent, withour. believing them, and to con- 
{pire with him to conceal:;the knowledg of 
. this Cheat.from poſterity ; tor undoubt- 
edly, none will fay that he invented ther 
upon deſign to pals for an Impoſtor,with- 
out expecting any advantage thereby ; 
and withal it muſt be ſuppoied, either that 
the Jews believed them to be true,though 
they were falſe; or that knowing them to 
be falſe, they all with one conſent agreed 
in a deſign, to make them pals for: true, 
to their Poſterity. 
- T6, But what can be imagined more 
groundleſs and undefenſible, than all this? 
could Meſes promiſe . himſelt, that he 
ſhould be able to perſwade the Jews to. be» 
lieve the turning of Rivers into Blood, 
the thick palpabie Darkneſs which cover- 
ed all Azypr, for the ſpace of Threg 
Days, . the /raelites. only. being free from 
it; the Death of. all the firſt Born of the A&+ 
gyptians in one Night, whileſt the ," Jews 
_ 1n the mean time felt.not. the leaſt hurt.; 
the diviſion ;of the Red-Sea, which apen- 
ed, and on each fide flood, up in ap D02p, 
; \ © UG 
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and : extraordinary:kind of Death ; © that 


03) 
like two Walls, to make way-for the paſ- 
ſage of the [ſraelites, and then fell down 


©wpain, and returned to its ordinary courſe, 
"to ſwallow up, and Drown the Army of 


the Agypians ; with all the reſt of thoſe 
Miracles which viſibly ſucceeded one ano- 
ther, before that people went out of the 
Land of Fgypr2 could he hope:that none 
of 'the Fews would doubt of the"truth' of 
all theſe things ( if they were falſe ) mar 
have art leaſt the curiofity to! enquire con- 
cerning them, of the Agyprians, who in 


all probability were not combined in the 


Plotwith him? © 

r7. Moreover, - could ' he believe that 
he ſhould be able eafily to perfwade them, 
to:give credit unto: What he writes, of 
the'Forty Years which-they ſpent in the 
Wildefneſs, which-is no leſs:than-another 


: Series of Miracles? that-he ſhouldihe able 


toi makp believe: ( though there was 
no ſuchrMFing ) that he had'drawrout'of 
a Rock, * Water \enoligh - to quenetr the 
Thirſtiof Five or Six Hundred/Thouſand 


-Men : that before: their 'eyes.:the-Earth 
tad: fwallowed up quick, Corah, Dathan 
and-Abiram, after the had adyertiſed the 


-people,: :that they ſhould die 6f aſtrange 
they 


044) 

they themſelves had lived for the ſpace of 
Forty Years, only upor-Food ſent.down 
from Heaven; and gl of all, that: he 
ſhould be them believe that 
great and dreadful ſight of Mount Sinat, 
Whule, it appeared all in a Flame, with 
ſach a noiſe -of Lightning and Thunder, 

that the people who ſtood by, and heard 
and faw-all that paſſed; deſired to trear 
end converſe no more, but by Ambalſa- 
gors with that God, whoſe glorious pre- 
ſence they thought they could not. bear 
andlive-? 

18. If Moſes had been ;ſo ſenſeleſs and 
mad, as to flatter himſelf with this hope, 
how unable would hehave been even for 
that very xeaſon alone, : to opme ooo 
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ther to that:Ulue a5 he aid, fuch 
a mad would nat:-have; t9o-im- 
rail and confound” all its owBptojets ; 
Where: is there, an-example i all Hiſto- 
ries, of any cheat fakes cows? theſe 
are:not the ways and methods which De- 
ecivers take; they.do not lay open they 
Liesito ſo-.great alight, and they are-r0o 
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(15) 
dred Thouſand Men, and a whole Nation 
of Enemies ; they feign ſome obſcure 
blind Mitacle, whereot there have been 
but few Witneſſes, and cauſe the Fame of 
it to be ſpread abroad by their Partiſans; 
above all they avoid with great care, the 
provoking of humane Nature to riſe 1 
1n contradictory oppoſition to them,whic 
they would farely do, if they ſhould bold- 
ly take folks to witneſs of fuch things, as 
wherein they ſhould have ſe great cauſe 
to fear t0 be behed : and there is nothing 
which they: ſhun ſo much, as the giving 
occation. unto Mens minds, - to think of- 
ten upan theirFalhoods, and the inducing 
them to. make frequent reflections upon 
their Lies ; :they account themſelves hap- 
PY, 'that they were once-ſaftered to ſcape 
without being puniſhed for their cheating 
Tricks ; and-they cannot poſlibly ſo. far 

7 out of ny all ac ot Fear 

d Shame, : as: to dare !ſet-groſs Im 
ſtures continually before - «gk Ts 
hole Nation, : taking them to witneſs, 
nd cexciting. them by ſach-an unſutfera- 
ble-boldneſs:to enquire'into, and -conſider 

> ſpi:them, Tithe the-greater care:;and wari- 
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i"49, Let Moſes be tryed by theſe Rules 
to fee whether he obſerves any of theſe 
precautions, and takes atiyof theſe med 
fares, which Nature and Intereſt would 
teich the moſt deſperate, yea, and even 
the moſt Fooliſh inconſiderate' Impoſtors. 
He'ſpeaks upon every occafion, ' both sf 
the-Plagues of' Agyp?, and of ' the Mira- 
cles | in the Wilderneſs; -and that with'a 
confidence ſiifficient to provoke the - moſt 
uiiſenſible, if*their Reaſon'cquld haveſygs 
geſted to them-any cotonrable« pretenee 
tor the contradi&ing'ot- him ;7heireports 
to them'things groſs and-palpable, which 
64d not- be unknown to! them. God 
hath given you (faith heYMannaj witch 
was meat unknowi toyourBathers; yout 
Chaths wete norwornout,7210 notiyoar 
'Sh6es, for 'the-iſpace "off Forty 1'Y ears: 
Which of all the"//-ael/irs:conkd be ignd- 
Yant of the Truth of this marter of ta&t? 
\ b&" joins toll this, ſharp reproofs, Ins 
precations againſt'”theiv=palt unbele! 
and difpleaſing *PrediQtions:of- their dif- 
"orderly Belaviour for the furuve :1n fine 
Hs: omits nothing : that might! have exd( 
Perited ' theip Spirits; and moyed :thein tc 
give him the lye, ifthe things whudigu 
aſcribed to himſelf, had been talſe or-un 
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Pe (17) | 
In ſo much, that though they be never 
ſo true, yet it isa kind of Miracle, that 
in all the Rebellions and Murmurings they 
were guilty of, there was not found fo 
much as one of them that ever accuſed 
him of Impoſture. | 
.-20.. It 1s.certain then, that Moſes could 
not have a deſign to deceive the Fews,and 
20 its as certain, that it was -impoſlible 
ſt for him to have really deceived them, and 
|| ft not men pretend to make theſe proofs 
| paſs for probable conje&tures, and meer 
th likelihoods only ; for they are demonſtra- 
tions in matters of Fact, ſince they can- 
XI not be rejetted by any man, without his 
oh being obliged by purity. of Reaſon, to 
ory hold that all matters of Fat, mentioned 
ory in any Hiſtory whatſoever, are doubtful 
Sy and uncertain. | | 
10-Y 21. For the ground of all humane cer- 
ry tainty, is this, that Men are not fools; 
MJ and that there are certain Rules in Nature; 
which they always follow in their ACtings, 
unleſs they be mad, the contrary could:no 
ſooner be ſuppoſed, but itwould immedi 
ately follow, | that there can be nothing 
on firm and: certain. Let it be once grant» 
wy ed, that men may feign for-ſport, or ar- 
guments fake, That m the-tume of oo 
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and Pompey, all. Men were ſtrack with 4 
Diſeaſe, which cauſed them to take the 


ittaſions of their Fancy, for real Triiths ; - 


n this ſuppoſition, there will remain 
nothing certain in all the Revolutions, res 
pages to have fallen our in thoſe tames'; 

nd the Bartels of Pharſalia and Attium 


may be reckoned ainong{t tlie 1 tmaginaths 


ons of Phanaticks. Thus when matters 
are bronght to this paſs, That for to be: 
lievethat fauch a thing is not, '2t muſt be 
ſuppoſed ( Ido not fay that ® whole Na- 
tioh, tr) that z very great number of 
Men are | really Mad, there is an end 
of humane certainty, in niatters of Fac 
there'is 110 more place for it, no not with 
refpe&X'to things preſent : Siftce it is nd 
lefs fuppoſable, 'rhat the Men of this Age, 
_ yea, and that we our ſelves are Mad, than 


thzr Men of former Ages were all Mad, 


. and fo not only all things-paſt, ſhall be 
ro'usas if they had never been, but alſo 


we ſhall not know whar to believe, even 
inthoſ things which'daily-fall under our 
Senſes, - and-we' ſhall be-no 'lefs in the 
dark, "as touching things paſt and preſent, 
than we are as rouching things+to-come!" 
22. Bur niow. it 1s : all-donbt ths 


on ſuppoſition _—_ ſes deceived the 


Jews, 


4 = Day oc =» 


on. [ TY — — —— — ui 2 F 


(9), 
Fews, is properly of 'this Kind ; for not to 
ſpeak 'of the folly he muſt have been 
gailty of, i he had taken ſuch a way tot 
arcaining utito that erid; it is clear that 
iris to. make all chis peopte paſs for io 
many Fruntick Fools, to fay, They really 
believed rhat themſelves paſſed through 
the Sea on dry ground, although it was 
hor true 4_ that they @aw- 4s Mountain all 
in fire, although they did not fee it ; that 
they lived upers Manna,” whilft they fed 
only upon ordinary Food 5 that their 
Cloaths did not wear out, although they 
were ofterforeed to'change them ; that 
they faw Moſes with a ſtroke of his Rod, 
fetchout of 4'Roek,a Spring of Water, ſuf- 
ficient to quench the Thirft of Six Hun- 
dred Thouſand Men, although they faw 
noſuch thing j- to fay that they believed 
all this, though itwere all falſe, is to fay 
that they were all Mad. | 

23. Doubtleſs it would be very difficult 
to invent either ſecret ways or Engines, 
whereby . ſuch effefts as theſe could be 
produced or-imitated ; and if there were 
any-\man that. could do ſo, he would be 
ſure ro. have followers enough, as well as 
Mes, and he might make Men believe, 
moſt anything he pleaſed. And yet it 


C 2 muſt 


\muſt be grafited, that the' Jews. really be: * 
keved that they ſaw all rhoſgigreat won- 
ders, and that: they believed thus, - even 
without the leaſt ſcruple or doubt remain» 
- ing in their minds ; elſe they would not 
have- ſubmitted ſo blindly :to-this Mag's 
+ Law, nor-ſuffered him to domineer over 
them with ſo much Authority, as that-he 
alone ſhould be:able, withour. Guards and 
Arms, to condemn feversl Thouſands of 
Men to Death, and to cauſe them all ta 
be preſently Executed, Exod. 32. 26; 27, 
2%. | « 

24. Some. perſons have. 'endeavored 
( not indeed to do the like, for no man 
was ever fo. Mad as to attempt it,” but-) 
to imagine ſeveral ways how Moſes might 
have deluded the Fews, and yet they have 
not done any thing to- purpoſe. : They 
pretend, for example, That to make them 
. paſs through the Red-Sea, he took his oppor= 

ganity of the Ebbing of the Sea, and made . 
them believe it had divided' on purpoſe ; 
and that when it Flowed again, he per- 
. fwaded them, it had-cloſed again, and res 
' turned to its ordinary courſe," that it might 
fallow up the Agyptians. They pretend 
alſo that the Water he fetched out of "the 
Rock, was nothing elſe but an hiddex Spring 
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which be found. out by means of . a Wild Aft, 
which Fo Body land by his order, as it 
went thither-to drink. This is ſo pitiful, 
that it deſerves no Anſwer, only let it be 
confidered, how a thing ſo- common as 


the Ebbing and Flowing of the Sea could 


have been upknown, not only to the [- 
raclites, who had lived above Two Hun- 
dred Years in Zgypt, 'but likewiſe ro the 
Natives of that Countrey, who raſhed 
into it ſo inconſiderately ; and how could 


tha Spring have been ſo little, as to lie 


hi ſo many: people, that were like 
to-die for Thirſt, and yet be at the ſame 
time abundantly ſufficient to quench 
their Thirſt, and the Thirſt of all _ 
Camels and other Beaſts ; and finally, 

what Inchantment could | Moſt Moſes fo ” 
rouſly blind the Eyes of all this people, 
as to make them believe, that of a 
ſudden, a ſtroke of his Rod had produced 


that Spring, which cannot be ng 


to have been leſs than a prodigious Tor- 
rent. 

- 25. But it is to little purpoſe, for any 
Man to endeavor to give the World an ac- 
count how ſome of thoſe Miracles mighe 


have been wrought, without the immedi» 


ate power of God, _ Ong as it mylt be 
C 3 canfelled, 


(22/) 
conſeſſed, that no ſuch account can be 
given of them all, Men muſt either. 
yield the cauſe, or elſe make the Syſtem 
eatire; 2nd ſolve all the Phenomena ; for 
if there remain never ſo few, wen 
_ the 7/roclites could not be decei 
1s ſufficient to convince us,” and Norm 
' to believe all the reft ; and 40 look UPON 
FGſes as the Miniſter of God,-who would 
vevesl himfelf ts Men :/ ſince the Laws of 
Mature once Vielated, ſuffice to teach us, 
end make us ſee, ther there is 
ebove Nature ; and never Man before Jc- 
$us Chriſt, - zppeared io. viſibly to have 
teen entruſted with the power of ' that 
Lord of Nature, as this Man that We 

ſpeak of. 
| _ 26. pn be fome will noge us 
tin rruth ic is impoſſible, t 
Mhſes ſhowdldihave deberved the Jews, bur, 
- Phat 4t way very well be, "that they theme 
Jebves have helped on the C heat, and that 
"they may hive  hoked ' upon that heap of 
Miracles ( as fabulous as they were )- as a 
"thing that might ' make them to be admired 
"35 other Nirious.” But in truth there is 
*nothing but the-defire of deviſingto ones 
ef ſome ground of doubting, what ever 
X - OY, tas canl#produee- ſuch a ical 
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Rical ppoſition ; for of all the fuppoſi- 


' dions that Infidelity could ſuggeſt, this 


certainly is the moſt undefeniible. We 
thall ſhow by and by, 'that this people 
could not have contributed their help to 
this Impoſture, by ſuppoſing, that pre- 
fently, or ſome time after Moſes his 
Death, and the Law being already eſta- 
bliſhed amongſt them, ſome new Upſtarr 
deviſed ſuch a ſtrange way to make them 


conſidergble and famous in the World : 


and by proving, that their Love to their 
Nation would have beeg fo far from in- 
ducing them to conſent to it, as that it 
wall appear that that alone would have 
been an invincible oþſtacle thereunto ; 


which 


Cee © 


2 meer omiſſion in Ceremonies ſhould: be 
C 4 puniſh- 


4, + Mis 
puniſhed with Death, and that without 
murmuring or repining at it'? what more 
can be done or ſuffered, on the-account 
of things that are moſt ſeriouſly managed 
and believed, and that are found to be 
eſtabliſhed time out of mind ? beſides, 
that it would be a rare ſight indeed, tg 
ſee Five or 93x Huncred Thoufand Men 
all agreed, to report a known Falſhood, 
and that none of them all, nor of their * 
Poſterity, ſhould ever'contraditt jt, and 
give the reſt the Lie. 
2.7, For theres was not one of thoſe 
Miracles, whereof every particular per- 
ſon of that numerous people, all encamp-' 
ed together, could' not but have known 
the Fallity ( if they had been falfe :) 
and, which yet he was to Authorize, as 
having ſeen it with his own Eyes,- or as 
having been done in his own, or his Fa- 
_ thers time; what a work then had this 
been for Moſes, to make ſure of fo _ 
| perſons, and eſpecially amongſt a 

 **Þo difficult to 79 Gevernad; an rs 
comes it to. paſs, that among;-ſo many, 
there ſhould not be either ſome conceited 
Fellow, or fome ſober underſtanding man, 
that. ſet himſelf to oppoſe ſuch a deſign ? 
' whoſoever ſhould: have undertaken to - 
+ BA O, 


: * .- 
ſo- he muſt be'very ignorant of the Na- 
ture of Man, who cannot fee that fuch 
an one would quickly have had as many 
followers as Moſes ; or at leaſt, that he 
would have been defirous to acquaint P6- 
ſteriry with this Impoſture, and that he 
would have eaſily accompliſhed his deſire 
or purpoſe to do fo. 

28. Beſides, wheat could be a more pro» 
per and likely means to render the Jews 
ridiculous among all Nations ; ſo far was it 
from being a fit means to make them be 
admired, and how blind muſt they have 
been, not to have ſeen this > for inſtance, 
What would the 2 tians have faid con» 
cerning all thoſe Plagues, which Moſes 
fays he brought upon them, concernin 
that Death of all their Firſt-born, an 
that Drowning of Pharaohs Army in the 
Sea ? and how I thoſe cir Nati- 
ohs ( whom they braged to have con- 
jolf in ſo extraordinary a manner ) to 
be ſo enchanted, as to let ſo many fabu- 
lous Stories paſs in the World without 
contradiQtion, unleſs they were alfo in the 
Plot againſt themſelves, and were as real 
Enemies to, and haters of, . their own 
Fame and Glory in the World, as it is 
imagined and ſuppoſed , that the 
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(7) 
to'be, in thoſe times Men heard from one 
4nother ; they had the fame Intereſts, and 
the ſame Paſlions that we have : they ſaw 
what they ſaw, and felt what was to be 

- felt as well as we do. | 
. * 30. Theſe two hypotheſes then muft 
be abſolutely abandoned, neither was Mc- 
fes an Impoſtor that deceived the Fews ; 
neither were the Jews in confederacy with 
him to carry -on the Plot. There remains 
nothing to be objeted, but rhar Moſes 
was not the Author of the Book that bears 
bs Name, or at leaſt, that it i but fince his 
death, that all theſe Miracles which it con- 
tains, have been added to it. This is un- 
beliefs laft Refuge ; but Reaſon will not 
Auffer 2 Man chat hath .the leaſt meaſure 

of common ſeaſe to take up with it. 

gr. we had 'nothing elſe to 
ertifie us that theſe are really the Books 
of Mofes, and that we have them ſuch as 
they were penned by him, but this thet 
they bear his Name, as they themſelves 
witneſs, that they have been always at- 
tributed unto him, and that it came unto 
as mans mind until now, to affirm the 
contrary ; this ſhould be,cnough, and be- 
'caniſe of this, we could not reaſonably 
doubt of theix being his, ſince we have 
no 


(28)) 
No other aſſurance that any Books wriften 
in former Apes at any conliderable-- dis 
Qanee, are: the Books of thoſe Authors 
whoſe they. are faid to be. | 
32. And let none fay that there are * 
Books which, after they hid paſſed for a 
time under. the Name of certain Authors, 
have at laſt /been found to be ſappoſi i-10us; 
for without-entring upon the Examination | 
of that matter, I ſay thar it is abſolutely 
Impoſiible. that this could happen tos 
Book of the greateſt importance, to which 
the certainty of the Authors Name is Ef 
ſential, and whereof in. all Ages, Men 
have had fo much cauſe, -and fo great an 
Intereſt to examine the Origination and 
2, for as _ is a + = 
that all things ( except © 
with it, all things wu. to Enablilk it, 
-and there is neither care nor labour, that 
can find out any thing which is able to 
overthrow it ; fo on the contrary, - it 151m- 
_ poſſible, but falſhood will at laſt be found 
.out, if we endeavour it: becauſe 1t cannot 
-be, but - there will be an infinite number 
of things that are contraryrunto it ;- and 
how ors __ be the q—_ es 
"ning of Impoſtors,tt is not poſſible,th 
«the humane underſtanding - were 2 ac 
mit 
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(29) | 
limited as it is, to foreſee all inconveriien- 
cies, or to ſuit and accommodate every 
thing to the preventing of them, when 
they are foreſeen ; for 'in fine, though 
there were for that pyrpoſe certain effects; 
whereof men were Maſters, and had the 
diſpoſal, It is cettain that there is alfo:an 
infinite number of things,which they have 
no power at all to diſpoſe of ;' to be able 
to prevent all things that might diſcover 
therr forgery; they muſt be in a conditi- 
on to diſpoſe of things preſent and to come; 
to change the order of all things, and in 
&: word to command the Nature, the 
wits and wills of men at their pleaſure. - 
.. 33+ But beſides this, we have :yet in- 
comparably more and ſtronger proofs.of 
the Books of ſes, than there are of any 
_ Books. w___ Books: are in few 
es hands; and there are:not many 
v4 think themſelves concerned in 'themy 
thoſe thar are.concerned in them, do bur 
ſeldom . mind} them, or-their Intereſt in 
them; and o_ ns can be but 
comparatively; of -ſmall importance. Bute 
the;-Boaks:/we-- ſpeak of;-are of a much 
different nature ;-they heave always been 
in the hands : of: a; whole: great: Nation ; 
they 'haye-been the obje& of. their _ 
KC! n 


+ Religion, and rhat 2 
and deceid 
on how could they-have ſuffered ther. 


of the Aachors” tame, and rhe Book if 
felf to be corfupted by- the addition of fo 
matly Fables ? or it be done” withotit 
 thiir knowledy 4 yea, and who durſt bs 
bold as ever to attempt it ? 


34 Let men take a full view of chat 


prodigious Series of Miratks wrought 'if 
bu «ad in the Wilderneſs, _- rhe 
| 4 tr 1/029" © wrqracggs rheſe are things 
; be inferred” into -z Bdok, atitl 
yt that Buok be made to yak for the'O- 
tiginal. : This is the moſt that could "be 
done to ſome inconſiderable Book which 
ſhould fall: into the: hands but - of a few 
perſons; and with ſome particular Migacle 
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rain notions rf the jeaſt thing in the Werld. 
But there is  horh:ingg upon Eatth cltar, if 
this be. wt, that Juch thirigs could not 
liappen co-fuch a: Book, 4s we have de 
ſeribed” rhis tobe.” | might as well fay 
that 'it would be no hard matter to infert 
a_ mtv the New Teſtament an Hiſtory 
and 'as. conitderable j as that 'of 
og Miracles 1n Egypt rid che Wits 
- dernefs : and how: r ous _ this 
litxon apptareth to be, I know not 
r ib was not yet more difficult to 
inſert ſuch fabulbus ſtories ihto the Books 
of :Myſes ; ſince the Jews had at loaſt as 
Ingh an eſteem for their Saercd Books &. 
the Haw, as We have for 6urs'of the Go» 
ſpel; und there Were hohe anhong thoth 
whoſe moſt nebr 'ahd nataral-Intereſt it 
was-not to know what tity: doritained, 
hadit been -only ; that they might Ikarm 
how to fave themſelves from that - death 
whichthey were to ſuffer without reprieve, 
upon faihure of 'the' performance of ſore 

duties preſcribed by their Law. - . 
35+. But that which invifcibly Proves 
the Talſhood of this fuppobtion, 15 this, 
Shit here ate'in 2 manner two;Haſtortes 
of Moſes: the bne; written ih the Book 
that benis his name, the other: gb! ie were 
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(32) 

Engraven'on the Cerenioniesand Laws6bs 
ſerved by the:Jews, the praftice whereof 
is 2 living Witneſs in behalf of the Book 
which Initituted them, and even in behalf 
of the moſt - wonderful. things which -it 
LBP a part of =”_ 
moſt aſtof iracles were repreſent- 
ed by the —-1n-rrog and by-the'other 
things-which' belonged to the Worthipof 
zhe Jewiſh Religion ; | the: Pot- of: Manna 
kept- inthe Ark,  was'a ſtanding Mqnu- 
ment of -the Miraculous Food, where- 
with God fed that People'in the Wilder: 
meſs ; - Aarons Rod that: Budded,. was 'a 
. Monument of the way, how God: cons 
firmed: wato' him the': Office of Highs 
Prieſthood 3 and the:Tables-of the Coves 
nant, were-a\Memorial of+'that which is 
- Recorded\in Exodus, concerning the" ofta- 
bliſkmene- of the Lawi; the- Sacrifice of 
the Paſchal Lamb, the Ceremony of Un- 
deavened-Bread , the affignin g-of -.the 
Tribe of- _ unto-the.: iniftry.- ofthe 
Temple , repreſent the deſtroying 
Angels ting i over.7. the | HGuſes: of 
the 1raelirts', ' the Death of 'the Firſts 
| born of ithe'# gyptians; and the. dehvie- 
rance of thoſe, "of the 1Fraeletes... The 
—— Plates which were. faſined to, and 


covered 
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(33) 
covered the- Altar, were a memorial of the 
Death of thoſe audacious Zevites, who 


willfully contended with Aarons Race for 


. the Prieſthood ; in fine, the Ark, the 


Tabernacle, all the different Miniſtries of 
the Prieſts and Levztes, all the Ceremo- 
nies of the Sacrifices and Purifications, all 
the Laws, the Aſſgnation of the Coun- 
try beyond Jordan to the two Tribes of 
Reuben and Gad , and to the half Tribe of 
Manaſſe ; the Cities of Refuge for ſuch 
as ſhould happen. to ſlay a Man unwit- 
tingly, ali theie things, I fay, which it 
would be as Ridiculous to deny, as to pre- 
tend that there never was any Jew in the 
World, have. a necellary . reſpe& unto, 
and connexion with the Books of Moſes, 
and Invincibly prove that they could not 
have been written ſince his time. -S 

36, For otherwiſe, either all that we 
have been- now diſcourſing of, muſt alfo 
have been Eſtabliſhed ſince . Moſes, and 
after the Publiſhing ot the. Books aſcrited 
unto him ; or elſe having.been Eſtabliſhed 


by Miſes by word of Mouth, and without 


any Book, ſome . other body muſt have 
written thoſe Books, and accommcdatgd, 
them to the Ceremonees and Laws which 
were already in uſe, adding thereunto _ 

| ”" ME 


(34) 
Miracles, the more to engage the People 
unto the obſervance of that Law. Burt all 
this is ſo far void of all probability, that 
there was never any till aow, -that durſt 
in earneſt aſſert it. 

37. How could it be ſaid, for example, 
that the Pentateuch was written and pubs 
liſhed long after the Death of Moſes, and 
that it cauſed the, Eſtabliſhment of the 
Law and Worſhip of the Jewiſh Religion 
Which it contains? Then it muſt be faid 
alſo, that the Ark and Tabernacle, which 
are the Foundations of that Religion, were 
hot made till long after Moſes, and till 
that Book had been publiſhed ; but this is 
a thing abſolutely impoſſible ; for all the 
Fews. firmly believed that their Ark and 
Tabernacle were made by Moſes, as that 
Book relates,and it is not conceivable why 
or on what account they could have taken 
up ſuch an opinion, if they had made 
them both themſelves, after they had ſeen 
and recived that Book, -which is now ſup- 
poſed not to have Cape in the World, 
ell a Jong time after Moſes; It would 


be doubtleſs one of the prettieſt things in 
the World, and the moſt unparallel'd, et- 
ther that this Book ring been compiled 
Ml ar once, and beforehan 


with that pro- 


digious 
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(35) 
digious number of Ceretnonies arid Laws, 
as already in ufe, they ſhould afterwards 
have been Inſtituted and ſetled ; or that 
Deny compiled by degrees, and according 
es allthoſe things were Inſtituted and Efta- 
bliſhed, it ſhould always have had (as they 
fy) a retraQtive effect or influence, and 
have wrought backwards, ſo as to cauſe 
each of thole Inſtitutions to be 'Aſcribed 
unto Moſes. 

38. Likewiſe, how could this People, 
who at their firſt Imbracing of this Law, 
muſt at leaſt have known that it was not 
true that it had been in uſe amongſt them 
ever ſince Moſes his time, and that there 
had been a continued Succeſſion of Prieſts 
ever fince Aaron ; how, I fay, could ths 
People have been able to perſwade them- 
ſelves Univerfally to believe, that what 
was preſcribed by that Book had always 
been practiſed amongſt them ; and that 
the Prieſts whom it Ordained had received 
their Miniſtry from Aaron by an uninter- 
rupted Succeſſion. And finally, how up- 
on the fame principle could all the other 
Tribes and Families have ſuffered the 
Tribe of Levy, and Race of Aaron to ap- 
propriate unto themſelves all the pri- 
viledges belonging to the Prieſihood, 

| » and 


(36) 
and to the Office :of the High .Prieſt ? 

39. There is no leſs abſurdity in the 
other Suppoſition, to wit, that the Law 
having been given by Moſes by word of 
Mouth, was preſerved for a tune atno 
the Fews by means of Tradition only, an 
that afterwards thoſe who commutred it 
to writing added thereunto all thoſe Mi- 
racles. For beſides that, even this would 
be a kind of Miracle, and a thing ve 
hard to conceive, that that People ſhould 
have received a Law. fo {trift and ſevere as 
that was, from a Man who had done no- 
thing extraordinary, for proving that he 
had it from God; how could it be, that 
Moſes, who doubtleſs had the uſe of 
writing, ſhould have omitted a thing fo 
neceſſary, and not have committed to 
writing a Law that -contained ſo' many 
Obſervations, ſo many Ceremonies, and. 
ſo many Rules, that it was neceſfary to 
have it always before ones Eyes, for fear. 
of failing in ſome or other point of _ du-. 
ty preſcribed by it. 

40. And indeed we learn alfo from the. 
Book it ſelf, that Moſes did not. fail to- 
commit it to writing. Moſes ( as it 1s 
ſaid, Deut. 31. 9, IO, II, I2, 13. ) wrote. 
this Law, and delivered it unto the Priefts. 
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the Sons of Levy and unto all the El 


' ders of Iſrael, aud commanded that. it ſhould 


be read before all V{rael, in their hearing, 
at the end of every Seventh Tear, in the 
Feaſt of Tabernacles. And it is alſo faid 
m ( Ido not know how ). many places of 
that Book, That God commanded Moſes = 
to write that which he revealed to him up- 
on the Mount ; it the Fews ' then had re- 
ceived that Law'from him only by word of 
Mouth, how could they have ever received 
a Book which ſhould have contained a Lie 
ſo groſs 6 evident ? and which ſhould have 
carried in it an expreſs. order from God, 
which their Law-giver had not obeyed. 
41. That very Order,. toread the Law 
every Seventh Year, at the Feaſt of 'Ta- 
bernacles, as having been'given by Myſes, 
doth further clearly ſhow, © that it could 
not. have been changed nor corrupted : 
for it would have been impoſſible for ſuch 
corruptions not-'to have been diſcovered, 
or that being diſcovered, they ſhould have 
been ſuffered by a People devoted to that 
Law, - and whoſe devout Subje&ion to it 
awas:grounded . upon their believing it to 
be:of God, and written by Moſes ; be- 
ſides, that thoſe Miracles being moſt viſt 
ble to the Eye, ſcattered throughout the 
D 3 Books, 


| . (C38) 
Bd&oks, repeated 'in divers places of thern, 
and linked with the principal tranſactions 
therein Recorded, there had been a, necef 
ſity of making # new Book to take-them 
in, and not meerly to alter, - far that pure 
poſe,. an old Book which had been alreas 
dy received. - . | | 
42. *'The Infidel then: muſt, yet once 
< more return to that pretended vain-glas 
6 rious humor of the 7ewi/ Nation, and 
< maintain, that the Jews could eaftly fuſs 
< fer this falſification : and that they were 
5 even glad that all thaſe Miracles were 
« hled to: their Law, and that theis 
« Chronicles; were filled with them. 
43- This might have ſome probability, 
if the Queſtion were only” about. a mattey 
_ of Civilor Political concerriment ; as for 
example, "The Romazs "coluld:; have: been 
content, that: one ſhould have told them, 
that they were the Off-fpring of Anecas, 
and-it maybe. the French wonld be. well 
enough -pleafett, that one thould- derive 
their Original.from the Zrgjans; the are 
things” which pleaſe fore Mens Fancies, 
and may paſs without contradiction, & be» 
ing no Bodies intereſt to oppoſe wot 


they do not. interfer with-other thi 
that have been eſtabliſhed, - and ſtedfaſily 
"O04 ' .*_ _ - believed, 
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39. 

believed, time out; of mind, and thay are 
looked upon as the only conſiderable. Bur 
astouching theFews,a People ſo devoted to 
their Religion, ſo faithful Obſervers of the 
leaſt Traditions, and to whom lying was 
ſo ſeverely forbidden, this ſuppoſition is 
altogether without any appearance of 
truth, 

. Far I cannot believe, that the Infi- 
dels boldneſs to deny any thing thar 
makes againſt them, dare adventure {6 
far, as to diſpute all the Evidence we have 
of the Jews Zeal for their Religion ; ſince 
even yet ta this day, they have ſo great 
2 veneration for that Law, that though 
they have. been diſperſed-:above theſe S1x= 
teen Hundred Years, and ſee no accoms 
pliſhment of what was promiſed to them, 
notwithſtanding they obſerve it ſtil as 
far as they can, with the ſame ſtriftneſs, 
as they did at. firſt, and wait continually 
tor the fulfilling of thoſe promiſes ; how 
improbable is it then, that they ſhould 
have-ſuffered that which they looked ups» 
on as God's own word, - to be mixed and 
blended with ſuch a fearful multitude of 
Lies, rendering themſelves thereby une 
worthy of Divine Proteftion, and liable 
ro þe convicted of Impoſture by the 

D 4 Neigh- 


OE. As 
Nethbouring Nations ? would :not this 
Have been a venturing to loſe all, for to 
gain nothing? - Yp4s 
© 45. 'This might ſuffice to convince al] 
underſtanding and ſober Men ; © but it 
* ſome roela yet inſiſt upon the Jeivs 
_ «fore for their Nation, and pretend that 
« the deſire of being admired, might have 
<« induced them to permit * and promote 
* this Impoſture ;. let us ſee whether 1t 
be not quite contrary, and whether there 
be the leaſt probabiliry, that they belie- 
ved they eould advance their own Reputa- 
tion by the things contained m that Book, 
which ſeem fo Thameful to the Nation: in 
general ; andrhotgh all had been for the 
Ppublick- good, Jet us fee whether it be 
credible ,- that particular Perſons, and 
Whole Families, . would -have willingly 
Sacrificed themſelves, - and their Intereſts 
untot : eſpecially conſidering, that no- 
thing did conſtrain them ;and that having 
nothing to do but to-mvent, *it was in 
their choice to take what way they plea(- 
ed, and to ſecure the Intereſts of all, with- 
out provoking ſo many 'peOple to diſcos 
-ver their Frauds. | T mn 
' 146. Had they only mentioned fhich 
things as m'ght have contributed to their 
wg” Hoe 
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(41) 
Honour, as thoſe great Miracles, which 
are an Evidence of Gods moſt ſpecial Pro- 
tection, it had been abundantly ſufficient 
for their deſi ign, without inventing ſome 
things, which it was ſo many. Peoples” In- 
tereit to oppoſe, and other things which 
doexpoſe that Nation to fo great contempt. 
47. For inſtance, what is there more 
miſerably baſe, than the Fears and Mur- 
murings 'of this People, occafioned by the 
bitter Waters of, Marah, by the want of 
Food, and by the Thirſt they ſuffered in 
Rephidim ? ? they are hardly ſooner.come 
out of Zyypr, but they forget all thoſe 
great things, which they would make the 
World believe, that their God had there 
done for them ? they think they are for- 
faken and betrayed ; and complain, that 
they.are treacherouſly brought out of a 
Countrey, where they lived at caſe, 
( though they were Captives and Slaves 
in it) to deſtroy them in the Wilderneſs : 
they Queſtion | the Power and ProteCtion 
of that God, who had.fo eminently aps 
peared for them ; ; and are Rady to Re- 
ainſt that very Man, who they 'be- 
ig was choſen by God to deliver them; 
now is not this the {hamefulleſt and great- 
cſt weakneſs imaginable? is not this the 
higheſt 


| { 42) 

gel Ingratitude, both to their God, 
 androMyfes their Guide and Captain?What 
could their cruelleſt Enemies have invents. 
ed more diſhonourable to them ? and who 
could imagine, that to make themſelves 
renowned all the World over, and to cauſe 
Men to believe, they were the beloved 
People of God, it ſhould ever have enter- 
ed into their thoughts, to paint out eng 
repreſent themſelves ſo light and uncon> 
ſtant, ſo unfaithful and ſoabſurd, that du» 
ring the ſpace of Forty Years, wherein 
they Fed {( as themſelves ſay ) upon meat 
ſent down from Heaven , there paſſed 
hardly a Day on which they were not 
heard to cry like little Children, and tg 
with with Tears, they were yet Slaves in 
Agypt, that they might fill their Bellics 
with Onions and Leeks. © 
" 48. The whole Five Books of Moſes 
muſt be almoſt copied out, to recount all 
the Unfaithfulneſſes, and all the Faults of 
this People, for therein is hardly any ather 
thing to be ſeen ; one would think the 
had been refglved to make their Wicked» 


neſs keepeven pace, with the Grace and 
Favors of -ther God ;-almoſt upon all ocs 
1S4inſt their Leads 
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caſions they Rebelled ag 
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& ; and. Were Tearce gelivered iroep one 
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Judgment , ,when ' they brought upon 
themſelves another : nothing Sold  hin- 
der this ungovernable-People:trom falling 
continually into the | faine Crimes ; not 
the example of the Three Thouſand Men, 
whom the Sons of Levy flew by the 
commond of Moſes, to puniſh them fox 
their Tdolatry ; nor the Fire and Plague 
from the Lord, which in Two Days tune 
deſtzoyed near Fifteen Thouſand Men for 
rheir Sedixion ; | not the dreadful Judgmene 
of. the FieryeSerpents; nor the Tremen- 
dous Pnniſhmeat, inflicted upon them. for 
their mixing with' the: Daughters of the 
Midianites, on which account Moſes cauſed 
to. hang up all the, Heads of them again} 
the Sun, and;Twenty Four Thouſand of 
the People died, by the Plague? , 
--:49- But-to.fay,all ions word, what 
can be' unagined:more ſtrange, and more 
diſgraceful, to their Memory, than that 

erl Apoſtaty which happened, when 
Hefes was ypon, Mount Sizaz, and when 
thoſe - Mad People forced 4arov to make 
them a Golden-Calf, and to offer Sacri- 
fie ugto it, as$-if" it had been unto their 
God 2 Let all che circuraſlances of this 
doubtedly appear; . that a; Prople which 


Lave 


» 
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have declared themfelves'capable of Fill. 


ing into ſuch'a Crime, have by o doing, 
Convicted themſelvesof 'all 'Vices at onee, 
and chiefly of Sottiſhnels and Extravagan- 
cy. They te!] us that they were brought 
out of an Enemies Countrey;* by the 
_ greateſt ahd' moſt unconeeivable wonders 
that can be-imagined; 'inſomuch, that 
there is hardly a moment of tinie nienti- 
oned in all their Hiſtory; in which the Al- 
mighty Armof their God doth not *viſt- 
bly appear-; this their God Pardons them 
all their Murmurings, ” and all their *Uns» 
faithfulnefſes, and inſtead of Panifhing 
their Diſtruſt, he Provides for them Meac 
-and Drink, ' in places where there had: i 
ver been-any before, ##latisfies even the 
ns and olleſt of their deſires; 50"! ©: 
rthdefs, inthe 'time - when 
they! knew thit their 'Deliverer and Guide 
ion the Mount with that fame God,z'to 
receive tis Orders abotit'the Government 
of them,” a panick' 4nd a ridiculous Fear 
ſeaſes upon'them : they cannot patiently 
' bear Moſes his fo long/abſenice, and with- 
ont Loon well Fidcoore, they "ds 
mand of *Muroy, - @ viſible God to go be- 
fore thei "they fare Him to rake e 
GoldereCatf/ whith' "I uf uport an 
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Altar ; they ; call. it the God which 
brought them gout. of - Agypr. , and 
give to this, pretty Deity , . made of 
Ear-rings, the fame Honors, and the ſame 
Thankigivings, which they: owed, * and 
had before ſo often given unto the true 
God, Creator of Heaven and Earth, who 
had choſen them out of all - Mankind for 

his ſpecial Favorites. | 
+1, Truly, they muſt have loſt the 
uſe of their Reaſon, who can think that 
this People have ſuffered this Narrative of 
the Golden-Calf to be added to their Hi- 
ſtory, and that they have done it to make 
themſelves to be admired and eſteemed by 
other Nations; could they imagine that 
their Glory and Renown was imperfect 
without this, to make up the defedts of 
it ; and is it not on the contrary a dif- 
grace, Which can never ke rubbed off, and 
tor which, their Poſterity will blame them- 
for ever? And is it not rather, one of 
the greateſt Miracles in the World, thar- 
this Adtion of theirs could ever come to 
our knowledg, and that the whole Jewi/fþ 
Nation have not done their utmoſt, utter-- 
Iy to aboliſh the Memory of it > fo far, 
muſt we fuppoſe the. Jews to have-been 
trom inventing it againſt theeplelyes, Or 
| rom 
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from ſufſering'to be added unto ſo many 


things, which would have'made them de- 

fervedly* enough-to. be admired and e- 

Neemed, an Hiſtorical Narrative; which 

Nears 'them with perpetual Ignomt 
y. = | 


52. So we fee, that Joſephus, Who 
was far more tender of the intereſs of his 
Nation, hath choſen rather to expoſe him- 
ſelf unto the reproach of having violated 
the Laws of Hiſtory, by ſupprefling this 
publick Crime committed by the Jews in 
the Wilderneſs, than to expoſe them to 
the contempt and ſcorn of the World, by 
reciting it. | 

$3. Moreover, how could be added to 
this Hiſtory , the Rebellion of Corah, 
Which is a thing fo injurious to all his 
Poſterity? was their not cauſe to fear, 
leaſt fome one or other of his Family 
ſhould have diſcovered the Falſhood of it, 
to waſh off the ſtain of it from them- 
elves? why muſt Corahs Family - bear 
that Mark of Infamy, rather than any 
other ? did they caſt Lots for it ? was 1t 
2 thing ſo neceſfary, that they could not 
diſpenſe with it? and is it not manifeſt, 
that if it had been a Fiftion, the” whole 


— 0 


Race in'one Body, and with one conſent, 


would 


X89) = 
would have oppoſed it, and deſired the 
- Authors of that Table, to look out for 
ſome other Embelliſhment to their Hiſto- 


Bur if the laſt words of Aſs be 
conſidered, where he Denounces againſt 
them ſo many Threatens them 
with ſo many flami ities, and after he 
had upbraided them with all their Un- 
faithfulneſs, further Declares, That they 
would do the fame things anew, and for 
the Puniſhment thereof, ſhould fall into 
remedileſs Miſery and DiftreG; thar they 
ſhould be run down by their Enemies, and 
reduced to the utmoſt Extremity, even 
to the eating of their own Chuldren z 
that their Cities ſhould be deſtroyed , 
their Wives and Daughters ſhould be Ra- 
viſhed, their Sacrifices ſhould be Aboliſh- 
ed, and finally, that they ſhould be led . 
Caprives, and diſperſed through all the 
Farth, to be deſpiſed and abhorred by 0- 
ther Nations : ff all this, I fay, be cons 
ſidered, I know not what a Man he muſt 
be, who imagins that this People could 
have Conſpir with any Man, bewho he 
will,, that ſhould have fo grievouſly dif 
phraſed livin liethy, 
"35. But it® is above all to be - 
ſerved, 


| "648)_ 
frved, that theſe are not-the-Diſcourſes 
only of a Man, that would frighten his 
followers, and bare Threatnings of Miſe- 
ries which were to betall the Jews, cnly 
in caſe they ſhould, groſly tranſgreſs their 
Law ;. for if they ſeem. conditional 4n 
ſome places, ,.they are,in others, poſitive 
and abfolute. Propheſies;”: foretelling that 
they - ſhould really tranſgreſs their, Law, 
as they have groſly done, - and that all 
thoſe Miſeries ſhou!d light upon them, as 
in effect it is come to paſs; how impro- 
bable-then is it, that the Jews ſhould have 
been fo ſimple, or rather ſo ſenſeleſs, as to 
ſuffer Prophelies of that Nature, to be 
added to their Hiſtory ; and that for the 
advancement of the Glory of their Nati- 
on, they ſhould have conſented to a thing 
which.: could never but turn to their 
ſhame and diſgrace ? for could not they 
clearly ſee, that if thoſe, Propheſies were 
| ; = þ to be falſe, their Religion would be 

accounted an [mpoſture, and they would 
inevitably loſe the Reputation , which 
they might otherwiſe have acquired, by 
'all the reſt of the wonderful.Events :men- 
tioned in their Hiſtory ? jor that if they 
chanced to fall really into thoſe Miſeries 
forctold, they - would- be: accounted = 
Wor 
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worſt of Men : and inſtead of comfort, 
could nothing but blame, from al} 
the World, for having fallen into thoſe 
Calamities which they-were warned of, 
and for havirig fallen into them for no 0+ 
ther exaſe, bur for breaking the Law and 
Covenant of their God, whereby they 
drew down his Wrath and Indignation 


upotrthomſelves, and their Poſlerity. 


56. Thus then it appears, that whe 
Mew have given the greateſt liberty to 
their Fancy, it can produce nothing but. 
Chymierical 2nd groundleſs Suppoſitions. 
Moſes did not deceive the Fews, he could 
have no ſuch deſign, and though he had 
had ſuch a deſign, yet it was impoſſible 
for him to have compaſled it by the ways 
and meaſures he took: neither did the 
Fews combine with him to deceive their 
Poſterity, and all the other Nations of 


'the World : nor was it any new Upſtart, 


who to make them -believe what he pleaſs 
ed, made uſe of ſuch things as he found 
eſtabliſhed and practiſed amongſt them, 
either by Tradition, - or by Writing : -and 
it was as impoſſible, that the Jews ſhould 
have Conſpired in this Impoſture with a- 
ny other, as it was, thatthey ſhould have 
done it with Moſes. 

E 57. Here 
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57. Here you have ſome ſmall part of 
what may be faid on this great Subject ; 
for it is not to be thought, that the proofs 
which the Pentateuch attords of itstruth, 
can be fully drawa forth : the more we 
meditate on it, the more Evidence we {till 
find of its Divine Original, for it is an in- 
exhauſtible Spring of Light ; and with- 
out being at the pains to unfold and ſet 
them forth, if we read the Book ir-{@lf, 
we cannot but feel, or ſenſibly perceive, 
that the Language it ſpeaketh, is not the 
Language of Men, nor the product of 
their Wit : That nothing is further re- 
moved from the Methods, not only of 
Impoſtors and Deceivers, but alſo of the 
Prudent and Wiſe Men of the World ; 
That it is of a moſt peculiar character, 
and altogether different from that of Men 
acting by their own Spirit : and that 
therein are not to be ſeen, either the com- 
mon paſſions, or the ordinary intereſts of 
Men, or the drifts of prudence and fore- 
caſt, which may eaſily, be ſeen in other 
Books that are of humane compoſure : 
and in fine, it may be ſenſibly perceived 
that it is impoſſible for any to put of rhe 
Man fo far, as were neceſlary tor the pro- 
duction of ſuch a work, whergn fo little 
of Man appears. 58. Ne- 


" 49t) 
_ * 9+ Nevertheleſs this Book is ini being, 
we have it in our hands, and it was riot 
made by chance: It hath been, and yet 
is the greateſt and moſt conſiderable 0b- 
je&&'that ever was in the World, during 
the ſpace of above Two Thouſand Years, 
the moſt ſingular. and famous People in 
the World, have been ſo devoted to it; 
and enamoured of it, that they have ne- 
ver ſuffered it to be our of their ſight : 
from this People it is come into the hands 
of Chriſtians, that is to ſay, 1t 1s ſpread 
abroad through the whole Univerſe ; and 
after Sixteen Handred Years, theſe Two 
ſort of People, irreconcileable Enemies to 
one another, do yet look upon-it with the 
ſame Veneration, diſpute the one againſt 
the other for the true meaning of it, and | 
both of them find in it, the original Title 
of that Right which they pretend to have 
unto the Heavenly Inheritance, in which 
both of them believe, that the reſt of 
Mankind have no part or portion. 

59. 'Who then dare be bold to fay, that 
it 1s free for him to ſtand Neuter, and not 
to concern himſelf in a matter of this 
Importance, nay, who that rightly. con- 
ſiders it, can hinder himſelf from being 
concerned ? who is there that oan let this 

| E 2 Book 
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ook paſs as it is, not caring to know 
whether it be true or falſe, as it it were a 
thing, whereof the truth were rehs 
ble and indifferent ? or who ſhall dare de- 
ſperately to run-counter unto. ſuch abun 


dahce of truth and 1 ight, as that Sacred 
Book holds forth, and without ather help, 
thart that of his own Fancy, and wes 
ed Reaſon,' to.Determine, from the bot= 


tom of that dark Dungeon, where Na-. 


ture hath confined him, that. there is no, 
Being in the whole Univerſe, able to work 
fo many Miracles, and that they. are but: 
ſo many Fables and Viſions ? 


60. But the reaſon why ſome perſons: 


are not moved and afftefted with. theſe 
proofs, which are ſo ſenſible unto others, 
1s becauſe their Intereſt and their Paſſions 
have ſo much command of them, that 
they ſee other things but by halves. This: 
is the true Spring ot all the Doubts that are: 
moved againſt Religion, becauſe there is res; 
ally nothing ſe contrary to their Lyſts, as 
the manner of Life which it, preſcribes ; 
and fo. it is no ways difficult, to conceive. 
that Mens Luſts ſhould. oppoſe a thing 
which doth. diretly fight againſt them, 
' and can never be eſtablithed but, by. their - 
Extirpatiog and Ruine, =_ 
| 61. And 
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| 6x. And indeed this may well te fo, on 
the account of the contrariety that is 'be- 
tween Religion, and Mens Luſts, fince 

we fee the like even in natural things ; 
' and if ſometimes the meer imagination 
of a thing, which Men do not ar all like, 
( though it be impoſſible the thing ſhould 
ever come to paſs ) makes them Act, 
if they really doubted it would come _ 
bo , Sh when they cannot really doubt; 

w. much more may the neceſſary for- 

aking of all that is dear and near to Men 

= the World, be apt to blind them, and 
to make them doubt of Religion, unto 
the belief of which, the Heart and Will 
muſt contribute no leſs than the Reaſon 
9d Ueletondng 
ive an "wh there is a well 
ey Pe on of great Wit, and of great 
Judgment, but fo pf <ofo afraid of Death, 
that. being one Day. asked, it he would 
not lay his Life, that there is ſuch a City 
as Rome ? though the gain were ſmall to 
be got by the wager, he freely anſwered, 
That he would not ; now.certainly ſuch 
a doubt as that there may not be ſuch 
a as Rome, never came into his 
tho before, and if the propoſal had 
been: made to him pon any other terms, 
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than the laying down of this Lite, it had 
not been poſhble for him to have made 
the leaſt heſitation at the matter-: bur as 
ſoon as the Idea of Death preſented it 
ſelf to his mind, it wholy took up his 
thoughts ; all the Evidences He had to 
prove it impoſſible, for Rome riot. 'to be; 
vaniſhed and came to nothing : and 
there did not ariſe in his mind a formal 
doubt, that all which-hath been faid for 
the exiſtence of Rowe may be falſe, at 
leaſt there came ſomething into his head, 
or rather into his heart, which "made him 
At, as if he had indeed doubted of 
Romes exiſtence. , So 

63. I know very well, no Man will 
confeſs, that addictedneſs to Pleaſures, or 
love of Life, can thus far blind him ; and 
that every one pretends his doubts, are ve- 
ry ſincere, and that the averſion he hath 
from believing *the things of Religion, 
froceeds only trom his Reaſon and Under- 


ſtanding ; neither is it good to preſs 


Men upon this point , ſince we cannot 
make them to ſee that in their - our - own 
hearts, which they ſee not there of them- 
ſelves: for the motions of the Heart or 
Will, -are not like the motions of the 
Head or Undeſtanding. "Theſe of the 

BT 22s . Head 
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Head ariſe, either by degrees, and a Se- 
ries of ratiocinations, or elſe by - a cer- 
tain quick and clear light, which makes 
us take up our Reſolutions, and fall to 
AQiion ; and it is not poſſible that this 
ſhould be unknown to us, and that we 
ſhould not feel it. But now as for that 
which we do by the Byaſs of the Heart, 
it is far otherwiſe ; . fogfthere it is certain 
Springs hidden in us, and Born with us, 
which prompt us to this or that, without 
proceeding in a diſcurfive-way of Reaſon- 
ing, and almoſt without gur knowledg , 
and hence it comes to paſs, that except 
we refle& frequently and attentively. up- 
en the motions of the Heart, and timely 


. accuſtom our ſelves ſo to do, it is almoſt 


impoſſible not to be deceived in Judging 
of them; for the Heart ( if one may fo 
fay ) doth ſo mix it ſelf with the Rea- 
ſon, or rather doth ſo much maſter it, 
that .it becomes the principle of all the 
Actions, yet fo as it 1s ſcarcely perceived 


to have any influence upon them. 


- 64- But let ſuch doubting Perſons, at 
leaſt acknowledg, that they do not do all 
that is in their power to get a clear Reſfo- 
lution of their Doubts : which muſt needs 
be from ſome defe& in the Will ; they 
E 4 will 


We =, 
will eafily grant this, if they have the 
leaſt meaſure of fincerity, {ince they ean» 
not deny, but that the whole Life-time of 
Man fthould be employed 1n the ſearch of 
ſo important a truth, as that of Religion 
is, whereas they have ſcarcely thought upe 
on it a few Minutes, and of all things in 
the World, it may be, the truth of Reli- 
. gion is thar, on which rhey have made 
leaſt refleiton. we 
-'65, 'When-Men are brought ygto this 
fincere williagnels, to apply themicivey 
unto' the ferjous conſideration of the 
 proafs Religion, it will nat be” dujicule, 
yet further to ſet forth unto them, the 
Evidences of it, taking the way which 
we have here chalked out ; for beſides 
the proofs taken from matters of Fq&, 
whereof we have given an Eſſay or Species 
men, in this Diſcourſe, there 1s yot a ves 
ry great number of proofs that - depend 
upon ſenſible -perceptian,, and which aps 
pear to ys in--great abundance when we 
read the-Scriptures with attention ; and 
it 15 even theſe laſt ſart that deferye ehicfe 
|y to be minded, becayſe they have this 
advantage, that in perfwading us to hes 
lieve the truth, they move us alla ta love 
4t, without wiuch all is unprofitable, It 
15 


\ 
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is true, there- are but few Perſons duely 

ualified with the diſpoſitions neceſſary to 
their being feelingly moved and afte&ed 
by them, that 1s to fay, with a certain 
Spiritual Guſt of Truth, and an upright- 
neſs of Heart, which are rarely to be 
met with ; But we muſt at leaſt endea- 
vor to help others unto theſe diſpoſitions, 
and to awaken and ſtir up in them that 
Spiritual ſenſe, which ſhall be revived in 
them ſooner or latter, if ever they believe 
in a faving manner. | 


The End of the Firſt Part. 
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THE 
SECONDPAR T; 


Containing An 


EXAMINATION 


Of a conſiderable part of 


Pere Simons 


Critical Hiſtory of the 
OLD TESTAMENT. 


WHEREIN 


All his Arguments, with the weightieſt of 
Spinoſa's againſt Moſes's _n the Author of 
the firſt Five Books of the Bible, are fully and 
clearly anſwered, and ſeveral difficulr places 
of Holy Scripture are explained, 


S By I. L. 


———— 


— 


_ | _ 

Sed quemadmodum- apud eos, * qui ſemel providentiam 
probe receperunt, non minuitur aut perit fides providentie 
ob ea que non comprehenduntur ; ita neque ſcripture di- 
vinitati per eam totam diffuſe quidquam detrahitur ex eo, 
quod ad | ſingulas diFtiones tmbecillitas noſtra non poſſit ad- 
eſſe arcano ſplendori dotrine qui in tenus 5. contempt lo- 
cutione deliteſeit. Orig, Philoc. cap. 1. pag. 5. Edit. Can- 
tabrig. 1658. 


London, Printed for Tho. Parkburſt, 1682. 


f(_ ny Y%* wy kw Jed WS wd N80 rey + ns No min w <q - OO 44 T7 4 


(6) 


OI EPI" II FIT Wi 


A— 


The Second Part. 
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Hat is: contained in theſe fol 
' lowing Sheets, was firſt in- 
tended for a Preface unto the 
foregoing Diſcourſe, Tranſlated out of 
French into Engliſh, but when I had fis 
niſhed it, I found it would be too long » 
Preface unto ſuch a ſhort Diſcourſe ; ane! | 
therefore upon Second: thoughts, . I c 0! 4- 
cluded it would be better ro fubjoir \, it 
thereunto by way of Appendix, or Se 
cond Part. Who was the Author oj j-the © 
Diſcourſe, I do: not certainly know; but 
it is probable, that Monfenr du Bois de Ia 
Cour, Who wrote the Diſcourſe-on P aſchaf 
his Thoughts, or Meditations. on: I {eligi 
on, Gr. was likewiſe the Author o' ” thy 
| Diſcourſe ; for they are frequen bound 
together, and. were both-Publiſhe 1; the 
one in 1672, andthe other in' x67 x, with: 
the-approbation of: the fame Dos tors of 
the Sorhon,. excepting one whoſe 1 1ame- is 
ot ſubſcribed -with the other. Sz | r, unto 
the-approbation. of” this. Diſcour{ £. But 
.:o% "_ who 


(-62,)] 

who ever be the Author, heis a Man of 
Parts;” and” has .done” worthily in this 
Diſcourſe, in which he hath ſhewed his 
high Veneration- of the Holy Scriptures, 
and hath irrefragably proved the truth of 
the moſt Signal and Miraculous matters 
of Fatt, contained in the Books of Moſes, 
and by thatmeans he hath proved the Di- 
vine - Original * and Authority of all the 
Laws and Ordinances given by Moſes un- 
to the 7raclites, and Recorded in his 
Books : So that the Tranſlation of it 
. Cannot but be of good uſe unto Engli/h 
k- ea ders, for confirming them in the Faith, 
ani ſtrengthening them againſt Tentati- 
ons, unto Infidelity in theſe Backſliding 
- Tim (es. The Diſcourſe is fo well Penned 
by t. he Author, that it needs no Recom- 
men lation from any ; its own great Ex- 
celler icy and Uſefulneſs will abundantly 
ſuffice |: to commend it unto any ingenious 
Man, | | that ſhall be at the pains of ſpend- 
ing ha \lf an Hour in Reading of it. It 
would therefore have been altogether 
; Needlet | s for:me to have added unto it what 
follows : here in this Second Part, if there 
had-noi : been. lately Publiſhed in Eng1:ſh, 
Book of P. Simen's, Intituled, '.4 Critical 
Hiſtory 'of the. Old Teftament ; Vs 
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Book x. Chap. 5. Pag, 36. in the Con- 
tents of that Chapter he hath theſe very 
Words, Moſes cannot be the Author of the 
Books which are attributed to him. | T had 
no ſooner Read this in the contents of 
the Chapter, but I was deſirous to know 
what Arguments he uſed to prove ſuch an 
uncouth Aſſertion, as had ſeldom been 
heard of from any before, bur ſuch as 
Hobs in his Leviathan,Pereyre un his Syſte= 
ma Preadamiticum, and Spinoſa 1n his 
Tratatus Theologico-politicus, all Atheiſts 
or Infidels. And thereupon having Read 
and Examined all he fays to prove his Af- 
ſertion; I thought it would be neceſſary, 
together with the Precedent Diſcourſe, to 
Publiſh a few ſhort Animadverſions-on 
what he has written in his Critical Hiſto- 
ry, againſt the Pentateuchs being wruten 
by Moſes. And that what I have to fay, 
may be the better underſtood, and the 
more convincing and fatisfaftory unto the 
Reader , - I ſhall proceed in this Me- 
thod, 

Firſt, I ſhall ſhew what is the Truth to 
be believed, and what is the Belief of the 
Chriſtian Church. F 

Secondly, What is the opinwn of P.. 
Sinon,and wherein he agrees with, or We 

ers 
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fers from 'the coniinon Faith of the 
Ctarrelrin rhis —_ -4 SIPITY 

- . Thirdly , Anſwer his Arguments 
wheteby he endeavors to prove his Opi- 
nioti;' 7h? Moſes conld not be the Author 
of the Books which are attributed to him. 

_ - Now for we N Yr _ to be 
bekeved, is (t. the whole Scri 
tare of the Old Teſtament, and conſe- 
quently the Perrareuth, or firſt Five Books 
of the Bible, were writren by Divine In- 
ſprution, and that God is the primary 
Anchor thereof 5 this is proved from 
Lake 16. 29, 31. They have Moſes and the 
Prophets, let them hear them, &tc; And 
Lube 24-25, 27, 44; 45, 46- And from 
2 Zim. 5. £6. where it is expreſly faid, 
Thar alt Seriprare, or the whole Scripture, 
is 22veh by Inſpiration of God. And 2 Per. 
' 2-26, 4x. where it 1s expreſly affirmed, 
that rhe firſt thing ro be known concern» 


rhe's, ey 1s of any private Interpretation 
( that 1s, of ie own ma Sh 3 
for the Prophecy came not in old time by the 
wpll of Man : but Holy Men of God ſpake as 
' "they were moved by the Holy Ghoſt. The 
fame Truth is clearly proved, from Pſalm. 
147 19, compared with Rom. 3. 2. 6 
Ge. (2.) That 


ing the Scriptures,is this, That noProphecy of 
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(2.) That this being firſt known and 
believed, and fo the Divine Authority of 


the Holy Scriptures ſecured, it matters 
not very much, whether we ever certain- 
ly know the names of all the Holy Men 
whom God uſed as his Inſtruments, in 
writing the ſeveral Books of Sacred Scri 

ture ; for there are ſome Books of Scrip- 
tire that bear the names of no Man, as 
Author of them under God, and yet they 
are as much of Divine Authority, - as 
thoſe Books that have the name of ſome 
Prophet, or Apoſlle, _ expreſſed in their 
Title ; and the names which Pooks of 
Scripture bear, do ' not always import, 
that the Man whoſe name the Book bears, 
was the Writer of the Book, but that the 
Book was written of, and concerning him, 
and his Afts. Thus the Book of Joſhua 
is ſo called, becauſe it was written of, and 
concerning Joſhua ; though it 1s proba- 
ble, it was not written by him, bat by 
ſome other Holy Man of God after his 
Death ; ſee for 'this Biſhop Richardſons 
Obſervations on the Old Teſtament, pag. 
45. the like may be faid of ſome other 
Books of Holy Scripture. That then 
which concerns us moſt, is to know, whe- 
ther God be the Author of the ſeveral 
"_ | F Books 
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Books in the-Canon of Sexipture-; apd if 
we be once ſure of this, we. need nor 
trouble our ſelves much about, the know- 
ng of the names of the ſeveral. Men by 
Whorn it pleaſed the Lord God to canſgn 
them to Writing. Gre ory the Great, . 1n 
his Preface to.his Expoſition-on . Feb, has 
this Remarkable faying, [© 6; ; Clte 
&. << juſJar virt ſu Fraduhs Epiſtalis , Ge. If 
zving received the Letters. of = 

« Sreat Man,. we ſhould read the Words, 
«2rd enquire by..what Pen they. had. been 
« written, truly it would be ridiculous if 
«* We, ſhould engeavor not; to know the 
« Author of the.Letters, .nor to. under- 
«f fland the ſenſe, . but to. find out by what 
ef Pen the ky wards of thera, had been 
y * writfen.: nce; then we know the thing, 

2nd: that the Holy Spirit is the Author 
ar of it, what elſe do we in enquiring af- 
* ter the Writer, but in reading the Let- 
< ters, ſtand asking by whar Pen. they 
<& were written. } 

'Yet (3-) whena Book of Holy Scrip- 
ture bears the name of its Author, and 
an Univerſal Hiſtorical Tradition aſſures 
us that ſuch a Man was indeed the Au- 
thor of it, we are bound to believe it, and 
cannot rational y disbelieve it, without a, 


® 
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demonſtration to the contrary; Thus we 

. know the Books of Plato, Ariſtotle, - and 
Cicero, to have been written by thoſe Au- 
thors ; and this 1s ſo clear and certain a 

truth; (.< Ur de iftorum librorum Authori- 
* tatibus dubitare dementis fit, utque r= 
« dendus fit non refellendus gui de is queſtis 
* oxem- mover, ) That none but a Madman 
« will doubt of the Authors of thoſe 
* Books, and he 1s to be laughed at, and 
* not confuted, who moves a Queſtion 
* concerning them ; as holy Augs/?. writes, 
contra Fanſtum Manich. lib. 32. cap. 21. 
And as he fays, That he knew the write- 
ings of "the New Teſtament to be the 
writings of the Apoſtles, by the fame 
means that the Manzchees knew the write- 
ings of Manes, to be the writings of Mz- 
xes ; folfay, That by what means we 
here in England know the late Critical 
Hiſtory of the Old Teſtament, to be the 
writing of Pere Simon a Prieſt of the O- 
ratory; by the like means we know the 
Pentateuch to' be the writing of Moſes ; 
and we ought not to disbelieve it, having 
the Univerſal Teſtimony of Jews, Chr:- 
ftians, Mabumetans, and many FHeathens, 
to ground our Faith upon ; unleſs it be 
firſt clearly demonſtrated to us, thet ir 
F 3 implies 
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implies a contradiction, that Moſes ſhould 
have written it; which I know, that nei- - 
ther Pere Simon, nor any Mar elſe can do. 
And the reaſonableneſs of what I have 
now ſaid will yer further appear, if it be 
conſidered that our Lord Chriſt himſelf 
gives Teſtimony unto the writings of Mc- 
ſes in general, .( John 5. 46, 47. Moſes 
wrote of me, But if ye belerve not his write- 
ings, how ſhall ye beleive my words ? ) and 
both he and his Apoſtles frequently appeal 
unto them, and quote paſſages out of 
them. This is the truth to þe believed, 
and this is actually believed by the Chri- 
ſtian Church. Yet it is no matter of 
Faith, that there are no. various LeCtions 
in the Scriptures of the Old and New Te- 
ſtament, nay it is a matter. evident to 
Senſe, that there are various LeCtions ; 
it is no matter of Faith, that through the 
length and injury of time, and Negligence 
of Tranſcribers and Printers, there are 
no miſtakes at all in the Originals of: Ho- 
ly Scripture; on the contrary, we ac- 
knowledg that there may poſlibly be ſome 
miſtakes, .even in the Pentateuch, through 
the length and injury of time, and the 
negligence of Tranſcribers and Printers, 
but thoſe miſtakes we believe, do not at 

all 
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all hinder the Holy Scriptures from being 
2 perfect Rule of Faith and Life, in all 
things neceſſary, to the Gloritying of 
God, and Saving of our Souls. Nor laſtly, 
is it matter of Faith, That Moſes wrote 
my Word and Sentence, Chapter and 
Verlſe,of the Pentateuch, with his own hand. 
It is ſufficient that we believe he wrote 
it himſelf, or by. other perſons, whoſe help 
he uſed in the writing of it; and when 
it was written, he reviſed it and-approved 
ra and in _ he was _—_ b _ 
Spirit, inſpiring, guiding and direC&i 
rg And if rake _ thing in the 
Pentateuch, beſides the'miſtakes of Tran- 
ſcribers and Printers, / that was written af- 
ter Moſes's time, it was added upon good 
Reaſons by Joſhua or Ezra, and the great 
Aſſembly, who were Men of a Propheti- ' 
cal Spirit, and inſpired by God, in what 
they did of that nature. | 
ow in. the Second place let us ſee, 
what is the opinion of Pere Simon, and 
wherein he agrees with, or differs from 
the common Faith of the Church, in this 
matter. YO 
And Firſt, He agrees with us in -theſe 
following particulars, ( 1. ) That the 
whole Scripture of the Old Teſtament, 
F 3 and 
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and conſequently the Pextatench, was of 
Divine Inſpiration, and that God was the 
primary Author thereof ; this is demon- 
ſtratively proved from his own expreſs 
words; in his Preface, pag. 4. [| © But 
* beſides, thar this Principle: ( of a Di- 
* vine of Paris, That the whole Scrip- 


© ture is not equally Divine and Canoni- 


« cal ) is datrgerous, it is direatly oppo- 
< ſite to the Do&trine of the New Teſta- 
< tent, which acknowledges every thing 
© throughout the whole Scripture for 
* Prophetical, and to have beennfpired ; 
< wherefore 1 thought F ought to lay 
& down_ forne Principles, whereby we 
« might aſcribe every thing in the whole 
# Scriptures to Prophets or Perfons infpi- 
* red by God, even to the alterations 
themſelves, thoſe only excepted, which 


* had happened through length of time, . 


* or negligence 'of Tranſcribers. ] And 
Book, 1. Chap. t. Pag. 3. [ * I have divided 
« this work into Three Books, the Firſt 
* of which, Treats at large of the Au- 
* thors of the Bible, which: I have called 
* Prophets, . with Joſephus ( contra pp. ) 
* atid moſt of the Fathers, becauſe they 
© were in effe& direted by the Spirit of 
* God, and that St. Perey calls the whole 

| _ © Scrip- 
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« Scripture Prophecies. During the” Ze- 
«* Zrew Common-wealth, there were from 
< tine to time among them, theſe ſorts 
< of Perſons inſpired by God, were it to 
< write Divine and Prophetick Books, as 
<« the ſame Joſephus has remarked, or as 
« Euſebirs ſays, to diſtinguiſh betwixt 
* thoſe that were truly Prophetick, and 
© others that were not. ] And Pag. 4. 
* | They ( the publick Writers ) had the 
« liberty in colle&ting the Afts which 
< were 1n their Regiſteries,” to add, dimj- 
* niſh and change , according as they 
* thought fit, and the Books (| as 
* Euſebius fays ) which were declared Sa- 
* cred, were reviewed by Perſons inſpired 
« by God, who Judged whether they 
* were truly Prophetick or Divine. ] And 
Pag. 21. [ © I know it is expreſly forbid- 
« den in Deateronomy, either to add or 
« diminiſh any thing from the Word of 
« God. But we may Anſwer with the 
« Author of the Book, Intituled, Cozrz, 
* that this prohibition relates only to pri- 
« yate Perſons, and not to thoſe whom 
« God had expreſly commanded to inter- 
* pret his Will ; God promiſed to the 
* Prophets, and tothe Judges of the Sam 
* hedrits, who ſucceeded Moſes, the faine 
; F 4 « Grace, 
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<« Grace, and-the ſame Spirit of Prophe- 
© cy, asthoſe had who lived in his time, 
«and therefore they have held the fame 
«© Power, not only of Interpreting the 
* Law, but alſo of making new Ordi- 
« nances, Which were afterwards writ and 
< p:aced in the Regiſteries of the Repub- 
« lick.) And Pag. 22. { The Church has 
< not the Right of making Books Cano- 
< nical and Divine,. as the Prophets had 
«'in the Old Teſtament, but only to de- 
.< clare them Canonical. ] In fine , Book 
t- Chap. 1. Pag, 1. [ © Nonecan doubt, 
« bur that the truths contained in the Ho-. 
< ly Scripture axe infallible, and of Di- 
« vine Authority ; ſince they proceed im- 
«< mediately from God, who in this has 
& only made uſe of the Miniftery. of Men 
< to be his Interpreters. So there is no 
< Perſon, either Jew or Chriſtian, who 
< does not acknowledg that the Scripture 
< being the pure Word of God, is at the 
<« fame time, the firſt principle and foun- 
< dation of Religion. } Here is clear 
81d full proof from his own expreſs 
words, of his agreement with us in the 
_ firſt particular betore mentioned. * . 
- Secondly, He agrees with us in this, 
That though Men having been the Depo- 
pe! Ae Hogs \ ſitories 
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ſitories of theſe Sacred Books, as well as 
of all others, and in their firſt Originals 
having been loſt, it was in ſome fort im- 
poſſible, but that there muſt needs hap- 
pen ſome changes, as well by reaſon of 
the length of time, as the careleſneſs 
of Tranicribers ; as it is impoſſible, it ma 
be, to find one Engliſh Bible in all Eng- 
land, without ſome Letter , Sillable, or 
Word Miſprinted, yet God by his-ſpeci- 
al Providence hath taken ſuch care of the 
Sacred Scripture, as that it is preſerved to 
this Day, perfe&, intire and uncorr$t, 
in all things relating to Faith and Man- 
ners, and neceſſary to be believed or pra- 
 Rtiſed, in order to Salvation. This is 

roved alſo from his own words, pag. 7. 
Fe The Fathers were perfwaded, that 
* theſe Errors that were crept into the Bi- 
* ble-by the means of theſe Tranſcribers, 
* had no relation to Faith or good Man- 
© ners, or carried any weight to the 
* framing of the Judgment which we 
' © ought to make of the Scriptures in ge- 

« neral. 'This does not hinder us, but that 
'*& we ſhould acknowledg the Divine Pro- 

« yidence, in the preſervation of this 

* Book, which has paſt through ſo many 
* hands, and ſo many Ages ; a great ma- 

- fy 
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 & ny,of theſe Ertors of 'Tranſcribers, o6- 
es 
 % the Books of the Old Teſtameit ; 
& but we-may fay with S. Aer/tht, that 
_. © theſe difficulties -are-in the - number of 
« thoſe of which we may ſpeak freely, 
< and we may be ignorant of, Salva fde 
W. qua Chriſtiani ſums.” This fame Provi- 
 * dence has likewiſe not permitred the 
© Jews malitioully to corrupt the Holy 
& Scriptures, as many Fathers feem to re- 
* proach them. Origen,” S. Jerome, and 
& S. Auguſtin; - have dorie them more Ju- 
<« ſtice; and: thoſe who at this day re» 
« proach the Jews with the ſame-thing, 
£ have not throughly examined the mat- 
© ter. ] And: pag; 9. { This Author ( Mas 
* riand )' thews very plainly, that the in- 
* tention-of the Conncil of Trent in de- 
_ * charingthe Vulgat Tranflation Authen- 
& tick; was not toexempt it from all 
£*:{orts of Faults, but only from Errors 
* which might introduce a change, eithet 
£ in. Faith or Mariners; which he cor- 
£* firms by ſeveral Authorities, and prifici- 
* pally by the Teſtimonies of Ar#rew' de 
* Vega, and Facob Lams, | at that time fit- 
*#© periof of the Ofder of Jeſuits, who af- 
* tifted 8t-that Qvuncal, } : _ + 
. | Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, He agrees with us un--this, 
That being fure that God is the primary 
Author of the ſeveral Books of Scripture, 
it is no great matter whether we certainly 
know or not, the names of the Men by 
whom God was pleaſed to commit them 
to writing ; this is proved from his own - 
words; in his Preface, pag. 2. [ © Having 
« Eſtabliſhed in the Hebrew Common- 
&« wealth the Prophets or Publick Writers, 
© who took care of collecting faithfully 
<« the Ads of what paſt of moſt impor- 
< tance in the State, we need not too curi- 
<* ouſly inquire, as uſually Men do, who 
< were the Authors of each particular 
* Book of the Bible, becauſe it 1s certain 
* that ry: were all writ by Prophets, 
* Oc. ] Andin Book r. Chap. 1. Pag. 3. 
« | We ought not to ſearch with too >. 
curioſity, who have been the particular 
« Authors of every Book of the Bible ; 
« it ſufficeth, according to the Maxime of 
* Gregory the Great( prefat in 1:h.Job)that 
'« theſe Books were written by Prophets. 
* Quis hec ſcripſerit , walde ſupervacue 
* queeritur, cum tamen Author libri, Spirt- 
* Fus' Sanitns fideliter credatur. }. 

Fourthly, yet farther, He agrees with 


us fo far as to hold , That in a true and 
good 
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good ſenſe Moſes may be the Author of 
the whole Pentateuch. This is clearly 
proved from his own expreſs words ;;, in 
Book x. Chap. 1. Pag. 3. [© If theſe Pub- 
&« lick Writers were 1n the Hebrew Cort- 
«& mon-wealth from the time of Moſes, 
<« as is extreamly probable, it will be very 
« caſte to ſatisfie all difficu!ties that may be 
« brought to ſhew, that the Pentateuch 
« was not wholy written by Moſes, which 
« is ordinarily proved by the manner of 
« its writing, which ſeems to inſfinuate, 
& that ſome other than Moſes colleed the 
& Acts, and put them down in writing : 
<« ſuppoſing theſe Publick Writers, to them 
«.we may attribute what relates to the 
« Hiſtorical part of theſe Books, and to 
&« Moſes all that which belongs to the Laws 
* and Ordinances, and it 1s this which 
& the Scripture calls'the Law of Moſes : 
© thys one may fay in this ſenſe, that 
« the whole Pentateuch is truly Moſes:s, 
<« becauſe thoſe who made the collection, 
&« lived in his time, and did not do it but 
« by his Order. } And Pag. 20. | Ac- 
* cording to this principle, we ought to 
< expound that paſſage, where it 1s ſaid 
& ( that Moſes wrote what God command- 
« ed him; ) for there is nothing more 
| &* ordinary 
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&* ordinary in the Scripture, than to aſcribe 
<« unto one perſon what he Orders ano- 
< ther to do, chiefly when the thing is 
« done in his name. ] Thus we ſee 
wherein Pere Simon agrees with us in the 
common belief of all Chriſtians. He-a- 
grees with us ſo far, as to acknowledg not 
only that the whole Scripture of the Old 
Teſtament is of Divine Inſpiration, and 
that it is uncorrupt in all things that re- 
late to Faith and Life, and are neceſary 
to be believed or done, in order to Salva» 
tion : but alſo, that rhe whole Pextatexch 
is truly Moſes's, becauſe if it was not all 
written by himſelf immediately, yet it 
was written by others in his time, and in 
his name, and by his order ; and then 
ſure what was ſo written, was reviewed 
and approved by: himſelf. If P. S;mon were 
ſincere in all this, and did not deny. it a- 
gain by his ſelf-contradiction, we needed 
not much to oppoſe him in this matter ; 
for we are under no neceſſary obligation 
to. believe, that Moſes wrote down with 
his own hand all the occurrences of every - 
Day, during the whole ſpace of the 
Churches being intheWildernefs;he might 
; youry appoint ſome other perſon or per- 
fons of known Integrity, to do that for 
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im, and in his name: and being fo done, 
2nd then reviewed and approved by him- 
- felf, itwas all one, as if | he had done it 
with hisown hand. But notwithſtanding 
this agreement, we ſhall find that there 
Femains yet.a difference between P.. Simoy, 
and other Qhriſtians, - as to this matter; 
and that is itwe arenext to take into con- 
Nideration, And 

Firſt, He. differs from / the :whole 
Church of God, and from himſelf too, 
by felf-contradiftion, in this, That he 
thinks Moſes: may kann weltres the Per» 
tateuch by. a» humans and fallibla Spirit. 
F prove t inky wendi onſequence, from his own 
words, Pag; 40. [© It is true ( fays he) 
<« that the beſt Authors ſometimes fall in- 
tf to little-miſtakes, folikewiſe do we nor 

<«. pretend todraw from theiice an infallible 
« conſequence to prove that Maſes could 
*© not be the;Author-of: the Pextareuch, in 
<.che Qrder that it ts. }.; Here: he mani 
feſtly ſuppoſes , that Moſes 1n writing the 
Pentateuch might fall into little miſtakes, 
end ſo he might be the 'Aurhor of it, not- 
withſtanding the. diſorder that is in it ; 
- atd is not this to ſuppoſe, that Miſos 
might write it by an 05. and fallible 


_ ?: for:none think will fay, that a 
Man 
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Man writing by Divine Inſpiration, can 
fall into any miſtakes, little or great ; I 
am ſure not into ſuch diforderly miſtakes, 
as, he pretends to. find in the Hiſtory of 
the, Creation of Man. 

Secondly, He differs from the whole 
Ghriſtian, Church, in affirming, that for 
ſa.much of the Hiſtorical part of the 
Pentateuch as Moſes wrote,or nught writs, 
he:copied it out of other anczent Books, 
or elſe. committed to writing what he had 
learned from, Oral Tradition, This difs 
ference. is the ſame-upon the matter with 
the former, and. prove it alſo from. his 
own expreſs Worthy Book 1. Chap. 3. Pag. 
27... * A Bookof the Wars of the-Lor 
© of. which mentiqn. is made. in the. Nun 
« bers. .(\ Numb..21.114- ) 15, an evident 
© proof, that the Stories which are related 
* 1n the Five Books of AMeſes,, have like- 
«* wile: been taken, out of ſeveral colleQi- 
* ons which have been loſt. ]. And. Pag. 
| 54- moſtclearly; [ * We may likewiſe a 
| © ply ( fays he.) to the Book. of Genefs, 
| © what we havealready faid tauching, the 
< manner. of the inregiſtering the publick 
« Atts in. the time of Moſes-;. this Books 
«* contains. the. Creation of the World, 
© and many. things which happened _—__ 

| © Ages 


(80 ) | 
« Ages before him : and in all Genefs 
« there is nd obſervation of Gods diftating 
« to Moſes what is there related, it is not 
& likewiſe faid, that he writ it by the Spi- 
<« rit of Prophecy : but all theſe Hiſtortes , 
< and Genealogies are ſimply related, as if 
« Moſes had taken them from ſfomeAutheft- 
< tick Books, or elſe 'had had a conſtant 
* Tradition. ) And in the fame place, 
« © Moſes without doubt has had other 
* Records ( than the fabulous Books of 
« Adam, Seth, Sem, Abraham, Gc. ) 
<« were they writ, or were they preferve 
& v#va voce down to him, in the Fami- 
* lies which God had choſen to be faith. 
_ * ful to him in the Worſhip of true Reli- 
<« gion. ]  Doth not this look too like un- 
to what T mentioned before, that Moſes 
ght writethe Book of Gexefis by an-hu- 
mane fallible Spirit ? which is contrary 
unto Gal. 3.8. & 4. 21, 22, 30. Rom. 4. 
I7. 23, 24-- I Cor. 15.45. James 2. 23. 
for theſe Scriptures do plainly aſſert the 
Divine Original and Authority of the 
Book of Genefis. 
-- Thirdly, He differs from the generali- 
ty of Jews and Chriſtians, in thar he not 
enly ſays, there may be ſome few- things 
1 the Books of Moſes, as we now my 
"7 them, 


(8) 
flietn, which were not writrenby* Miſes ; 


bur hopoſtively ard peremptotily affirtns, 


- that ther®at&He fatto, great many things 
mdw-ir' the Books of Moſes, which could 
cot be writren by 9/35.-2 This is proved 
[front his 6wn words, Pas. 4{'$,- [ © The 


El pkiblick Wyiters which were'in his' time, 


4/2i&Þwrit out the ancient 'Adﬀts, have 
4 poke - of 'Mofes* in * the" Third” Perſon, 
3nd have / uſed fevera}- other fach- like 
5 exprefiions, Which could not be Moſes's : 
Sur! they for all that Have never the 


'-$ leſs Authority ; kecauſe they eari be a- 


£ ſcribed only-to perfons, which Moſes had 


Phy commanded to” put into writing tlic 
'* moſt important Aftions of his rune. ] 
Arid Chay: 2. Pag: tg. [| * We ſhall diftin- 
«willy the Five Books 'of the Taw, 


*whae has been writ by Hoſes, from what 
*has beet weit'by theſe Prophers or pub- 
«fick Writers: !\We may attfibutsto Mc 
® {op the'Corfnatidments ajid Orditances 
« which he'gave' to rhe People, and ab 
#10 'theſe lathe” publick Writers. to be 
he 'Aurhors'of. the preareſt pate 6f rhe 
<4:Hiftory. ' Met inquality of Legifhror, 
* writ all which relates-to/the Statutes, 
and! left t6'ths Scribe or Prophars 
he care of 'colleQing fie As of the 
{418 G ; _ < ra{t 


( $2 i 
© moſt material Franiations which vaſt, 
« * that they ,might be preferyed to Polieri- 

And - Pag. 204 {But it, we con- 
« ſider with never ſo lirtleggrention, the 


© whole Body of the. Pewfatench, we may , 


&« obſerve this diverſitF of, Writers which 
« [ ſpeak-of, which will more appear in 
Re the fo ſequel of this Diſcourſe, where |@vi- 
« gently make the falfity of the reaſpns 
« appear, which the Jews uſe to prove, 
« theit 2 Mo ſes is the Author of the whole 
< Law. ]} And as was obſerved in thebte- 
ginning, in Pay. 36. Contents of Chap. 5. 
« F Moſes cannot be the Author of 'the 
« Books which are attributed to him. ] 
Thus I have given a faithful account of 
the Judgment of P. Simon, and thewed 
nw har, he beth agrees with, and diflers 
trom the common nf aith of Gods Chutch. 
And ſince he hath the generality of Jews 
and Chriſtians, yea Chriſt himſelf and 
his Apoſtles againſt him, . he had need of 
very clear 7 ſtrong rrefragable Argu- 
ments to ſupport his 4ngular opimon, to 
wit, that Fr Ps ſenſe.) Moſes could not 
be the Author of the Books which areat« 
tributed to him. ' 


And now- we come in 1 the Third place | 


to.ccn. —_ the groundsof- his Opinion, 
and 


vUyQ [ov ly 4 mg D_ —— heats. a A is a 
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and to anfiver the” tents by which 
he endeavors'to- prove it. 

His, Ar rs 'mdy be reduced to 
Three He Firſt; He argues from the 
, Repetitions that E in the Pentateuch. 

Secondly, From t \ Prodipalſtions thar 
are init. Thirdly, From everal pafſages 
in P wherethereare fach expreſſions, as 
ſeem to-intimare, that Moſes could not be 
the Author of them. 

I begin, with the Firſt, His Argument 
from Repetirions, [ © There are (tayshe, 
* Pag; 37-) many Repetiriors of the frme 
" * thing 1 in the Pentareueh, which are'a 

< parently not Myſes's, but rather theirs 
* who have made a colle&tion of the'Ho- 
«ly Scriprures, and have joined together 

everal entice or Explanations of the 
G « fie wens, for inking ! it convenient 
© to leave out © what mt 
« [!uftrate wt eG 4 Abe te 
Inſtances of th itions:--* Bur; ber 


fore I come *fo EU. his Inſtances. in 
parritalay,Pabſwerto ill m-geocral.” x. 
P. Simop . acknowledges" thar 'rhoſe who 
madethe* cofle&tion"of the: Holy "Sctipr 
rures Iyere Men of a; prophetieal Spint, 
and Divinely Inſpired, as Meſes was; ln 
greater abſurd: . is hare in Moſes + his 


Author of T3 Re , than 
in ante ot 4 ir 6 Ay- 
res of; them? . Was not. God es tree to 
epeat. the ſame thin oyer and qveragain 
for il illuſtrating the, Text, by the Mi 
of one 0p t,..2s by the Miniſtry of 
angther? Simon ſeems to be Vetter 2c: 
intel with , the Rules of Grammar, 
| Nah With the Rules of Reaſoning ; now I 
come to his particular Inſtances, + | 
1 ls He begins with Ger, 7, 2. 17, 18, 
2-042 4- GT Ye 2Iy 22 23s and firſt finds 
with its, being faid Five times over in 
Five ve. Verſes, That the Waters prevailed. 
But Ldeiwas, If hjs Self-conceit had not 
faded gi hare that there 


cat racy in 


£Q.t a: 
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»- Thirtly, The Waters increaſed  ex- 
ceedingly, that the higheſt Mountains in 
.the World were covered with them, and 
this'is futably expreſſed, Yerſe 1 
Fourthly, The Waters Sod yet fo 
wonderfully upwards,” above the higheſt 
Mountains, that they were Fifteen Cubits 
under Water, o”_ 1s is expreſied, as in 
Verſe to: . 
 Andthen Fiſthly; ig Laſtly, Since the 
ſpace of | tintie;'; 1m which the Waters pre- 
vailed 1ypon the Earth, m One Hundretl 
and Fifty-Days, this-is'appoſitly expreſſed, 
as in.Ferfe 24, and ſto the Chapter. 
What now doth this: Man defarvs, who 
ques with the Spirit of God for theſe 
peated; expreſſions which catry ſuch a 
Grads inthem, being ſo well fitted to the 
nature of. the thing f| ſpoken of? . 
Next, he finds with the Repetiti- 
ons 1n Verſ, 21522 '23- 
| ' I Anſwer, Hete: indeed is a Repetiti- 
on of, the ſarhe thing, but it 1s. in ſome- 
what. different - words; and -who knows 
but it might be-to-afſure us of the Truth 
of rhe; rhing, which God -foreſaw ſome 
Met would not believe, to wit, Thiat mn 
Flood was ſo Univerſal, . as to deſtro 
E __ every-Living thing from» o 
GA (x 3 
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Facg of the whale Eatth, except'Noah and 
then :that were' with{him in, the Art; 
and whatever be ſud of that Yer it can- 
not be -denyed, ,biit iris free for God to 
-exprels his -ars as he/pleaſes, ' if rhere be 
nothing in the expretiions but 'what -ts 
true, as Ry there is'not in this place. 
And it may be, that'in expreſſing him- 
ſelf thus, hc condeſcended to accomodate 
 himelf to the ' genins' 'of the Hebrew 
Tongue, and ro:ſpeak with” his' People in 
their own way of fpeaking. P.. Simorx 
himſelf; -confelles that. there are ſome Re- 
petitions which have their Grace in the 
Books of x7 ts, bn well-as in the Poems 
of Homer.- Rn or bs = 45; 40.) 
*-1t-may' be, os g a i 
* petitions belong to Se Ss of the 
* Hebrew . Tongue/, © which is ' a very 
* plain Languag-, and repeats often” the 
"* ſame thing by. diflerenc cerms, which 
6 * appears in almoſt all the Booksof Scrip- 

< ture; and which,we find even' in the 
* Ordinances .of our' Kings, and 19 the 
* Stye of the Chancery ot | Rome, as well 
25s in the Stile of 'our Courts - tor Civil 
- Afairs, where ſeveral words are placed 
< after one- another, which 'ſignike but 
* the fame Thing. J Thus: he.” And” this 


__ Anfwer 


ls. %. 4 | 
Anſwer may ſerve to his other Inſtances, 
from Exod. 31. 14, 15, 16. and Exod. 32. 
15. But why - Exod. 16. 33. compared 
with Verſe 36. 6 Levit. 6. 9. ſhould be 
objeted, I can fee no colour of reaſon. 
Is:it- poſſible, that ever a reaſonable Man 
ſhould think that theſe paſſages can afford 
ſo much as a probable Argument, that 
Moſes cannot be the Author of the Books 
attribured to him ! And if Pere Simon did 
not think that they could do him any 
Service in this matter, why did he alledg 
them > And” moreover, why any Man 
ſhould find fault with the expreſſions there 
uſed, I do not underſtand, unleſs it be a 
fault for Almighty God fo clearly and ful- 
ly'to expreſs his mind, as that his People 
cannot / but underſtand his meaning ; 
might/not P. Simon have been affraid, leaſt 
God ſhould fay-:to: him as it is written, 
Matth. 20.15. 1s thine Eye Evil, becauſe 

Laſtly, Under this head of Repetitions 
is aledged, LZevit. 3. 3. and here he finds 
fault with theſe expreſſions, ( The Fat that 
covereth the Inwartls,: and all the Fat that 
is *upts the © Imvards,”) parn_y that 
there/is mo difference berween' thele two, 
6:the Far that covexeth the Inwards )) and 
Av G 4 ( al 
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(Call the:Fat that js upon the —_ 
Hut this criueat Obje®ion ariſeth from: hi 
own inadvertency, forif he had weighed 
and conſtgicred the words, he would have 
ſeen a manictt differencaI between theſe 
two, (the Fat that eovereth the Inwards) 
and, (all.che Far that is upgt the Inwards 
2nd —_ have perceived; that the wor 
axe very ſignificant ; and: give us plainly: 
to underiland, that not only ſome. of the 
Fat, butallthe Fat on;the-IntFaxds bf the 
Sacrifice muſt be taken away; not only 
the outward covering of Fat that is upon 
the Inwards, but every;bit and. crum of 
Fat that adheres o_ clofely to the tits 
wards; here-.is: an; inaddquat diftindion 
Letween theſe two, ( the Fat, Ga») cand 
( all the Fat, &c. ) as there is an anmade- 
quart diſlin$ion between. the part andthe 
whole, .the thing included, and the thong 
including. - a3 + 
q proceed to _ Second Head a Ark 
SUNERLS- \q Je * | 
.. Secondly, He Ai from the!Diſor 
der and Tranſpoftions-thet are inthe Pens 
tatoue/ra, Fo\which I Anſwer in general; 
That -ng! folid, Argument: can »be drawn 
from thus, pretended] Dafordet, ctorgrove 
that Myjes. 6080 fot berthe Author Þb:the 
:; & © Pentateach ; 
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Pentatevich'; for-if any other Man, w rite» 
injv ty! Divide Inſpitation mighe be the 
Author of "fuck paſſages'as are > pretended 
to be out ' 6f heit propet places, there 
«tin ia reaſdi#i be' given why Moſes might 
not as well be the AbrHot of them ; ſure- 
ty it was'as free” for the Spirit of God to 
tranſpbſe things by the Pen of Moſes, as 
by tle Pen of” any other Man. But as 
we have fhewed, P. Simon cofifeſſes that 
the Whole Pentateuch, ( except any little 
miſtakes of" Tranſcribers that may be in 
') was written by Men Divinely In- 
ſptred. - 

*: Secondly; 'T Anſwer, That in all fich 
paſſages God 'triay be ſuppoſed to have ac- 
cofthmodited himfelf ro the genius of the 
Hebrew Tonggie, and to have condefcend- 
ed to write ufito his People in their own 
uſual way of writing ; if. it be true that 
P. Simon"ay's, 'Pag. 40; 41. itt theſe words 
following, «fr to me that" the. 
Jews theres did "not much regard 
4 writ 7 irt Method; as it would be caſie 
%#0 prove by the Stile of the Epiſtles of 
% PAs #h "Haron a Caraite Jew, who has 
6: ade - litegal Commentarics on the 
© whok ' Po henh. "obſerves often this, 
* confufien” df Order, which he calls 
_” * Faphuck, 


(90) 
&« Faphyck, and fays, That it iS. pluak es 
* hough in Scripture to, beginj/With one 
«© thing, then to. paſs unro another, and 
« afrerwards to refume_ again the firſt. ] 
If this be true, no reaſon ;can--be given, 
why God might not make choice of write» 
ing to'them by the Pen of, Af/es in this 
very way and method, which was uſual 
_ amongſt them, . there being nothing of 
Falſhood in it. . Soamuch in general.. 
Now Jet us. come to a particular Exa»: 
mination of the ſeveral Initances he gives 
of this pretended diforder ; and Firſt, He 
Legins with the Hiſtory of the Creation, 
and finds fault wath its Order, ['** As that 
« after theMan andWoman were Created, 
« Ger..1. 27. The oman 24 not. 
« to be made, and; the following Chap. 
« ter, the manner how.ſhe was taken tron 
&< A4aams ſide 1s deſcribed ;- nevertheleſs 
<'inthe fame Chapter it was befqre for« 
« bylden him, as, he was-her' Husbandy 
« whom the accompanied.,in the” Garden, 
« ro cat the Fruit af a,certain Tree. } This 
is his firſt Argument,;;an , which there axe 
fever Leltnagy | witled in, as if it were 
to. make the "Hi tory -of : the | Creation 


ſecm Eeplouy. fur if. uy an will im- 
\God, conſider 


the 


- 


» 14 fo # is ifShnd\ 
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the words of Moſes in the Twofirſt Chap- 
ters bf Genefis, he will find no ſucky difor- 
der-or falſhood in them at all. For in the 
Firſt Chapter, Man.is generally conſidered 
according to the common nature of -both 
Sexes,” and there it is affirmed, That on 
the firſt Day after the other works of 
God were finiſhed, God Created Man, 
Male and Female, in his own Image. This 
is common. to Adam and Eve , - the Male 
and the Female, thatthey were both Man 
of the fame ſpecifical humane Nature, and 
that 'they were both Created by God in 
his own Image, on the Sixth Day after 
the other Works of God were finiſhed. 
But in the Second Chapter, Man 1s conſt- 
dered more partieularly-and diſtintly, ac- 
cording to the proper differences of Sex ; 
and the way is deſcribed, how the Thndivi- 
duals of humane Nature were Created, 
each'in their own'Sex ; and (1.) The 
Spirit of 'God by Moſes declares how'Man 
was Created in the Miale-Sex, and thar 
he was put intothe Gatden before Planr- 
ed, and that he was appointed to-dreſs 
and keep it,and dllowed'to eat of fie Fruit 
of it, excepting the Fruit'of one THe on- 
ly, which! God forbad hifwi totear off 2un- 
der pain--of -Death.'':(2/) The _— 


(92) 
God by Mofes relates how Man was: Ctt- 
ated. i-the Female-Sex, out of 'a! Ribof 
a Male-Sex, and then that the Feanale be- 
10g thus of the Male, was Married unto 
him, and. made one Fleſh with him for 
his has and comfort. , In all this appeats 
no-Diſorder por Tranſpoſt tion, for is there 
the leaſt ſhadow of Falſhood or Contra- 
dion- ; 

But-?. Simon Objets, Firſt, c That at. 
< ter Mah and Woman wete Citated, AS 
< it is written, Chbþ..1. 27. the Wornan 
< is ſuppoſed not to be made, CP. 

* y. #4 
I Anfver, He might have ſaid as well 
that the Man is ſuppoſed not to be made in 
Chap;/2.; ' But the truth is, - neither the 
Woman nor:theMgn are ſuppoſed i» be yet 
uaragte, after they-were tegily made ; nor 
doth-the Second Chapter at all contradift 
the Firſt: ' for what = Firſt and Second 
las pl ſay of the Creation of Man- 

; relate to.the ſame:thing,: and to the 
fametime ; withthis diflerence, that what 
the Faplt; Ghapter-relates of Man's Creaty 
on, ISaxpretied 111,-6 tew genetal: Words, 
- 1 pul 1:14Uncetrn -: both; Sexes : 
WI Seed Ghapter gives = full 
nd pd pagricnfer fceoynt of che: rhanner pow, 
an 
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and of the: ordex of time in which: each 
Sex were Created. -, 
Lg he Objegts farther, © That before 
8 Women was made, it Vas forbid- 
the Man -as he vvas her tusband, 
a oy. m_ſhe-accompanied in the Garden 
* to. © tho Eruls of a certain; Tiee,/! 
Bs WY. 'Flys:18 notoriouſly Falſe, | 
Mk «4 a h "3 Jon there 
ugh thing-in.the Text, of Moſes, 
re Adam vas the: Husband of | Eve, 
"i that the-accompapied him ip! the Gars 
den befgreſke yvas made of his Rib, - 44 
indeed VVas toxþiggen to eat the Fruit 
certaig "Free, before. Pve;yvas Cres 
lt; $15 plain-igithe. Text. of : Moſes 
but that he vyas,;thea tht! Hushand of 
Baer 6 3$ciher--Husband. be- 
fps, had a, Being, -thete-:is\ not; ans 
6of thixinuhe Text, norany thing | 
om Vyhence it cafh-ever be.provad When 
aa x: received jthar poſitive gononagues 4 
KARE cx, Vas. herihlpsband;” nor confi= 
stuch,; nos :6id ſhenhep:acrompa- 
o tm. Gardep ; but h6 really vvas 
comman- Rovh ;of- all: :Mankind,” of 
Hoe 1 the. vers} doflordanls vyere- to 
ted 28: Wali P behieve.) 
erg} principgl-4 nd bead! all be 
Poſterity 
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Poſter the Meſſias) ard 
as ſuch he was + confiderclt in recetVing flat 
Law; which the Lord God revealed unto 
Eve-alfs after ſhe was Created, though it 

be not expreſſed in the Text: for ſhe had it 
revealed unto her one way or other; other- 
wiſe ſhe had not actually ſinned in tranſ- 
gr it; and we have: hen own'conteſ- 
{ion re ted by the Sacted Hiſtorian, that 
God'had revealed it unto her, Chap. 3-3 J- 
But whether God revealed: it unto her jm- 
mediately; or. by the mediation-of her 


- "we find not 1n- the Text, | and 


therefore we "cannot certainly ſay, whe- 
ther of the Two ways if was re un- 
to her.; but we areſur6 rhet one: 't ent 
it was,/atid rhat is k JE 0 
| HereP.Simov' has diſcovered timk, 
and by this'inſtance we may 
Spirit he is of; an honeſt Heathen og 
bave abhorred to have-been guilty: of fych 
a\grofs-Falfification, -thar 'he: might the 
bis expoſe rhe Author: of rhe Hiſtory 
_ pn whoever'he was:” 'Sure 


be 09” not takEirfie Au- 

Fas of thu Hi ry t0 have been a Fool, 

when having occaſion to/mention t 

ſtory: of the | Creationſ? Ne 'Wrote this of 

My -_- whor he belicved t6ibe the”: gy” 
£107 C 
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of;ir,''  * He that gavechaws unto'the 
44 Jews, was a Man of | no ordinary parts, 
for he hath .both concerved and ſpoken 
« worthily and becomingly'of the power 
« of God, In the very beginning of his 
4 Laws, Writing. thus; 6-God faid, bur 
« what? )-Let there be Þight, and it was. 
« 1. et the Earth-be, and (it was. ] Such 
an high opuiion - of -the-Sacred Hiſtorian 
had Lemgimus ras is to: beiſcen in his Book 
De Sublimi dicendt genere, 'extant in ſeve- 
tal' Languages unto this Day... _ 

| Secondly, - P. Simon Inftances in Gey. 
21. 3, 4,,5. and fays, [ * Fhat to under- 
« ſtand-the Books of Moſes, one muſt of. 
< ren.joinimany Verſes together, by be- 
« ginning:;with;the. laft and coming ap to - 
< the firtt; Jo That is in plain £»g/i/b, we 
muſt read them 54746 1 or we cannot 
underſiand-them. © Thus, erſ. 5. And 
Abraham was One Hundred lears old when 
hu Son Waac: was born unto him. Verſ.4.And 
Abraham Circumciſed hu Son Iſaac, being 
Eight Days 1 old, as. God had commanded 
bim. Verl./3. Jnd Abrabam called 'the 
name of his Son - that was born whto him, 
whom Sarahi bare to him, Ifaac. 

- And then hegives his Reaſon,why theſe 
Three Verſes ould be read backwards, 
| tn 
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in:theſe numerical-wortds, *:  This:Or- 
«der, methinks;: the Hiitorian: —_ t> 
< have kept; tor: the Jews i.do'not name 
<, their Children, tilFatter rhejr/Circurt- 


*-c1fion. ] &rs ; A P; ; 
-, This is his Second A r, urider the 
head-of Tranſpd{wipns;: rv piove that'Mc- 


/es:could not'be the Authatr of ich Pans't- 
ztench And'1s it:not a gevdly ne 2'(Sare 
P.:Simov ' maſt have very:meen'thoughts 
of the'Learned Men of this:Age, tb Þd- 
lieve that he-ean' perſwaderrhem. by ſuch 
ridiculous Reaſariingas- this, to-be off his 
epinion,' that” Moſes couldnot be the Au- 
 thotaf:the Pentareuch. - But iDis no worn 
der that he have mean/ thoughts (of tle 
Men of.this | Age}. when''he/rakes'ugon 
hin-to. texch:the SaovetbBliſtorianzOwhiorn 
Jumfclf acknowledges to have btenta/Pro. 
phet ) - how \he ought .toihabe Weiredh. 
{ff Fhis Qrder:wethinks) the Hiſtorian 
Fought» ro.diaverckopr, Jo fays-'P. Som. 
And\yonr. tcaſon;' good Fachorz, why "the 
Hiſtorian ought to have kept! this Order 
that You tancy:toibe. beſt, -Wiry tharwe 
nave wthe very. next words; \ © Forvie 
« Fews do not:niime their -Chiidren till-4f: 
* xex their Ciroumelfion..-:!Now! Reader, 
L pray thee confidet whars ſealtleſsReaſoh 
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this' is. - The' Author of the Book of Ge- 
eſis ought to have written in that Order, 
as'P. $imon-woull have it, -:and we ought 
toread the Three Verſes aforeſaid, back- 
wards, becauſe the Jews in this Age do 
not name their ' Children tilt after their 


Cireumciſion. - But' can- P. Simon prove, 
thatin Abrahams time, Children were not 
named till afrer their Circumecifion? might 
they not be-numbred at their Circumcift- 
on, yea, or beforetheir Circumciſion, in 4 
' brabams tine 2." God left ir freeunto 4bra- 
ham and his Poſterity, to name their 
Children atvyhat time they pleaſed, be- 
fore, at; or after their Circumeiſion'; and 


no- Man livirig can prove, ' that in Abra- 
hams time, People vvere bound to name 
their Children after their Circumciſion, 


or that they generally uſed: ſo' to do; fuch 
Arguments as this of P. Simoxs deſerves 
no Anſvver, bat to be hiſfſed at ; and his 


Immodeſty, in faving, That the Sacred 


Hiſtorian ought to have kept the Order 


he' ſpeaks of, 15 to be lamented by all that 


deſire to fear God. 


Thirdly, He' ObjeQs:, 'Gey. 31. 46. 
« \ This: Verſe (-fays' he ) is merh.nks 


© likewiſe out of its-Order, as well as all 
<*'the-Diſeourſe-whichk treats of the Cove- 


H « they” 


(98) 

< gant between Facob and Laban, beeduſe 
*they did not cat till theAllance was made. 

Anſwer, : Here is--an\ Argument little 
| better than the former, only it is more 
modeſtly propoſed. They did not eat till 
the Alliance was tmade ; ergo all the Dif- 
courſe whieh treats of the Covenant. be- 
Tween Facoh and Labay, 1s a of its on- 
der. Any Man that attentiv ly reads the 
Text of Moſes, would conelude the quite 
contrary, that ſeeing they. did _ eat 
till the Alkance was wy wp therefore alt 
the Diſcouſe that treats of the Covenant, 
Gr. is itt its Order, - becauſe it-is all ſer 
dowrt before the offering of Sacrifice. or 
killing of Beaſts, mis eating of Bread, 
mentioned, Yerf. 5 4. 

As for Verf. 46. thero is nothing af- 
firmed it it, but what is moſt —_— If 
- 45 moſt true, that Jacob$Brethren gather- 
£d Stones, ' it. is moſt - true, that they 
made an heap, and-it is as true, that they 
did cat there upon the heap. But fays 7. 
:Simor, They: did: not eat till the Alliance 
was made. IF Anſwer, | Nor does the Hi- 
foriarr ſay in Yerſ. 46. that they did eat 
before.the Covenant was made ; there he 
'only. ſays, That they did eat upoir the 
oy but does. not tay when:;: anda little 


after, 
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aftct, in Perſe, 54. he tells ns when it was 


they eat-upon the heap; to wit, after the 


Covengat! wgs made. So that here is.no- 
thing toicavil at, and find fault with, on- 
ly the fame; thing is twice expreſſed in 
ſomewhat. diflerent words. 

Firſt,- 'The matter cf Fatt is related in 
general, / without telling what was meant 
by it, :( Farſs. 46. They took ſtones and 
made an-heap + and they did cat there upon 
the heap: ) = 

Secondly,, The meaning of the heap 
of ſtones, and of their eating upon the 
heap,” is cleared'up, and. the time menti- 
oned when theyyeat upon the heap: ; there 
it is ſhewed, that the heap of ſtones. was 
by agreement” between Fo] and Laban, 


| ordained to be a Witneſs or Token of the 


Covenant between them Two, and their 
eating upon. the heap-1s clearly implyed, 
to have :been a federal Feaſt, aputying 


'and ſcaling, up a laſting, Friendſhip be» 


eween the Parties Covenanted ; and laſt 
of - all, it is expreſly declared. when this 
Feaſt upon.the. heap: of ſtones, was,, to 
wit, after the Covenant tetweett Jacob 
afld Laban was-made and corifirmed by the 
Oaths'of both Parties, Ver. 5 3 54+ 
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*T6 conclude "this Anſwer, Let it Le 
conſidered} that Ferſc 46, ſpeaks only of 


the place where they-eat, 'witHont men- 
tioning .the time when. - But Per/. 55, 
ſpeaks -only of 'the time When they ear, 
without mentioning the placewhere, that 
i, without mentioning” that it 'was upon 
the heap of ſtones ; and now why*-Meſes, 
yea, 'why Gods Holy Spirit night not be 
the Author of both theſe 46 and'5 4Yerſes, 
and of all that comes between' them, it 
is above my capacity to underſtand. I 
dare challenge any'Man to bring an Ar- 
ument from this place to prove that. Mc- 
ſes could not be the Author-of -the Pex- 
tateuch, an Ars\ument I ſay, that any Man 
of Judgment world not Le afſtamed. 
of. ; 80 . 
Fourthly, He Objects, Ger. 35.28, 29. 
« 'The Death of 7azc:there related, ſeems 


* to be out of its place, ( fays P. Simon ) 
'< becauſe Naac died not at that time, and 


« that Joſeph was fold Twelve Years be-. 


«fore the Death of {aac : yetineverthelefs 
* the Hiſtory of Foſeph begins but at the 
«37th. Chapter of the ſame Book. . © 

- + Anſwer, The Death of aac hath that 
place in the Hiſtory which the wiſdome of 
God thought fit to_afign unto at, _ 
Aa yz that. 
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that we account to be. its place, , 
which G Yan by his Pro BT 
Pu 4t 0 But fays P., Simon, Iſaac died 

t rhax.time. I Anfwer, There is no. 

Kea time, of his Death mentioned there, 
bit that after he was One Hundred. and 
Eighty Years Old, he Died and was Buri- 
Ko which is moſt true; .,but it is not at 
all faid;by. the Sacred Hiſtorian, that 1/aac. 
Died "at that time, when his Son Faces - 
came. unta, him, unto Mawre : for that 
had-becn-falle ;. and I deſire this may be 
taken notice of. But fays P. Simon, Jo-. 
ſeph . was .Sold Twelve Tears before , the 
Death of. ſac, and yet the. Hiſtory of Jo- 
ſeph, hexzus gh at. the 37th. Choprer of the 
ſame. Book. ſwer, This is indeed true, 
thr" Iſaac Was "Sixty Years Old whenJacob 
WAS. Bon? Gen..25. 264, 1: And Jacob was 
On Hhndred and Thirty, Years Old when 
o0d before Pharaoh,” Gen. 47. 9. Now 

60 and. L309. make One Hundred and 
Ninety, . which is. but Ten Years more 
than the? Years of the Age of Jſaac, who 
wy d when, he was One Hundred and 
ears Ol, that is Ten Ycars be- 

5Y ze0b Mood”. before Pharaoh; fo that 
{8 mult have Died about the time of 
Jopl's advancement 1n. Aexypte, 2s aÞ- 

H 3 pears 
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rs from Gen. T3, mpared-. 
Nh Gen. 45. 6: White ; ».54 os Seven” 
Years of Plenty, and Two Years; of ey 
mine, had paſſed froj the ref fer 


advancement, unt "the time ao} s" $ 
coming into Iaac then Living 
One Hundred Tad Eighty hty Years; could” 
not Die till about the time of Jofe Th $.ad- 
vancement, either the Year of his ad- 
vancement, or 'the Year before his ad- 
vancefnent ; and if it was the Year be- 
fore his Advancernent, that zac Died: 
then it was about Twelve years after Fon 
ſeph was Sold, that Faac Died'; for c- 
ſeph was Seventten Vears O d* when he 
was Sold, Ger. 37.2. and Thirty Years 
on when 44 was advanced in Agypt, 
. and -conſeqtiently he was 
not rags ber till the” Thirteenth Year 4 
ter he had been'S6ld ; fo that Z/azc Dying 
the Year before his 2dvancement. he mu! 
have Died "Twelve Years after he Was 
Sold. But what isall this to the purpoſe } 
this doch not prove, that the Relation'bf 
rheDeath of tage is ont of Its Place: for 
a5 | have faid, © that is its plac e which the 
Wiſdome of God thought fit to aſfign une 
- jo it, and there we findit jn the end 


of the 35eh, Quapter: 


But 
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. But fays P, Simon, © The Hiſtory , of 
* the Selling of Joſeph begins but at the 
« 37th. Chapter ob Geneſis , and yet Fe- 
« {eph was Sold Twelve Years beforethe 


& Death of Jac; ergo the Death. of 


&* [ſage ſhould be related after the Selling 
« of Fsſeph, but it is related before, and 
&« ſo is out of its phace. | 
.: I Anſwer, By. denying the eonſequence; 
it follows indeed'; that - therefore the 
Death of aac was really after the Selling 
of Joſeph; and there is nothing contrary . 
to-this in Gen. 35.28,29. but it doth not. at 
all follow, that the relation of the Death 
of Jaac muſt be placed in the Hiſtory, 
after the relation. of the Selling of P 
ſeph; for God was free to place it where 
he pleaſed, and he thought fit to place it 
> 4 the relation of the Selling of. Je 
Jeph in the end of the 35th. Chapter; And 
there was this good reaſon for it, becauſe 
the Sacred Hiſtorian was there to finiſh the 
Hiſtory of 'the Life of Jae, and to ſpeak 
ao more of it afterwards. Pr 
. And having no more to. fay of Us 
.but that ( Jags being One Hundred and 
. Eighty Yeazs Old, Died and was Buried 
by his Sons. Eſau and Facob,.) the Sacred 
Hiſtorian wiſely Judged it better to place 
| H 4 it 


: v4. ... zo 
«where it 15,”*than inthe middle of the 
""Effthly, He: Objes $634, 38. 1. And 
it came to Paſs at that time, that Judah 
went aomn from his Brethren, &c.\ * There 
&3s no Body® (fays P: 8rmor;*) in reading 
&yhe words, but would at firſt believe 
*rhat- they were joined with thoſe that 
©59 before them, and” thar: the time is 
« related” in which rhis*A&tion paſſed. 
© Nevertheleſx.it is not-ſo, and the moſt 
<'Learned Interpreters-of the* Seripture a- 
&oree, that it happencd" at anether 
 ©rime. ] (4) Tnnet FE ANY GENES BA 38 > 
1 Anfiver, "Here is indeed ſomethin 
hat Tooks Jike-an Arguinient, 'and at-firf 
\ght there ſeems to be 'a, great difficulty 
i-it; not ſo much becauſe it ſeems to be 
"out- of: its proper place; ſor that 15 eaſrÞ 
Ba wered;-2\ -before; that whatſoever 1s Fd 
"the place affigned tmto'ir by the Wiſdome 
-of 'God, is-in its owr: place; © but becauſe 
-thething here related 15 faid-to have come 
Re ( at that time,” - Which at firſt 


efght ſeems plainly to refer unto the” Se!- 
Ling of Fi/ep45 but it is rior true that F;- 


mp F 
-terof Shuah, -when Foſeph was Sold into 
"A#aypt ; for between the time of the Sale 
1 4 : of 


(165) 
of "Foſeph,? atid the time of Judahs going 
into; #gypr with his. Father\ Jacob, were' 
bur Twenty! Two , © or: Twenty. Three 
Years,” as evidently appears from hence, 
thats. Joſeph i was Sold at'.rhe Age of - Se- 
venteen Years, ! and all his Fathers Houſe 
went/downto: him into /Zpypr, when he 
was Forty, : or” Thirty Nine-Years' Old: 
But it is. not-poſſible, -rlar- within: the 
compaſs: of. ./Fwenty Two, : or Twenty 
Three Years; Judah ſhhopld=be | Married 
utito'the Daugliter of Sh44h, and -beget 
on her Three Sons, Er," Ora and Sketzh'; 
andithat aftes the Death of. Er and Onay, 
ant after thenyoungeſt of ithem Sie/ah; 
was 'Marriagable;”- Judah thould commir 
Inceſt with hisDanghteoim Law 7amar, 
the Widow of Fn, and owher beget: Pha- 
22 and Zerah;'\ and'\then Pharez thowd 
/be Married'andbeger;'Two $pns, - Hezrow 
and Fiamul, (.'Ges.' 3 $:'throaghout,- and 
Gei46: 12.) i cfay: it is not poſhble: in 
the ordinary -:courſe :of: Nature, <that-all 
this could be done within the fpace-af 
Twenty Three Years. Therefore : 1 con- 
clude: that!:thezwords [ark time } in 
-Verfi x: of :Chaps38 of Gewafbs, zcannat re- 
fer unto whit! goes / immediarely. before, 
to wit, the'Sale of Joſeph mato &igypr-:.. 
101835% © Some 


(105 ) 
= Some Anſwer, Firſt, That: the words 
\{t came te paſs at that time ] donot refer 
nato what _= immediately before them, 


bur that- they mediately - refer ynto- the 
time when Jarob came firſt into Canaan, 


| after he had left Laban bis Father in Law 
m Meſopotamia ; do.' not; know: cer- 
tainty where to fix the tame. referred un- 
to,; but ſuppoſe it to have been about the 
. time of Jarob,s dwelling at: Sacroth, or at 
balem, (Get.33.- 17, 28%) + ©, 
:-1Secondly,, Oche hers Anfſiver, That the 
words [ at th4d time, ] or according to 
the Hebrew, Barth Habit, in that tire. }] 
do not 'at all refer unto, any. thing that 
went before,; either. mediately-or immedi 
ately, but that-they ate. a manner of 
Speech .commian, to: Jewiſh, and other 
Writers, duck as(aiebus i/{zr,) Which fig 
nifies a large :xonpsſs;:of: time, within 
which a thang'eame - to paſs, without de- 
germining the Year: / as lif the meanin 
were no more; but that in fuch an Ape, 
tuch a thing carhe to paſs. -. | 

- But Thirdly, That which ſatisfies . me 
moſt, -andiinwhich I acquieſce, is this, 
_ Fhar- this difficulty is only in Tratiſlati- 
ons; but not/atall in the Original; : and 
therefore Ihumbly offer it untothe cpn(- 
_ | dergtion 


29. A. OO inbgs, fond Dadam 
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| tion, 


fromthe primary ſignification of (74) 


-y: ( 107 ) ; 
deration of the Godly and Learned, whe 
ther it be not expedient in this place to 
take ſome of the other Hgnifieations of the 
Hebrew Particle (Yau) ( according to the 

ent Advice of that excellent Perſon, 


| the Honourible Mr. Boyle, in his Conſide- 


rations touching the: Nile of the Scrip« 
tures, , Pag, 64,65.,).and thus to tranſlate 
the paſſage under conſideration, {. Yaihi 
Baeth ' Hahi, Vaijer 4 Jehudah, XC. onoonp 
Viijar Sham, 8c. t t 15, And it came to 

arthat time, When Judah went, down 
jor his Brethren, * and turned in, &c, 
thit 7adah ſaw. tliere a Daughter, Tc. 3 
hete” I render the (Ya«) in Yayerd, 
(When, and [ do it, Firft, Becauſe the 
Particle Yau ) afmits of this  ſignifica» 

"and accordingly is ſometimes ren- 
dered in our own Tranſlation ; as for ins 
ſtance,. Exod, 18. t. Vaijiſoma Jithro, &c. 
when , Jethro heard, &c. Secondly, Be« 
cauſe the ſubje& matter doth require this 
fpnification of ( Pax )- in Yaijered, for 
the better clearing up of the ſenſe. Third+ 
pa Becauſe our own Tranſlatqurs recede. 


in Yaijered, and render it ( that, ). why. 


then may not we recede from the prima« 
ry Ggnification, which is ( And,) and 
_ TEnGer 


(198), 
render it ( Pen) Jnef- or 1s - moſt: eVi- 
dent,” that tb tender i it, Cl Whey) Wi tow 


better Firth the! ſubject; fn Ck 
Sek 


ſpoken oh then | to We 
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Fey "and the ( 3, in Fant; 7 


7hs with this ttle variati or 
che nk ir ohe Heres g's tabs Ph 
peralle di Sivan med 
my Plateof et Þ n 6 hs 
Come ne nog ets | _ 
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downtri: his Gb Us 'turh 
to the Hdidfamite FH td, then: and oy tha 


rimet#t was," thar bs Ko Daughter 8 | 


Shuah,'a Mdftook her bufan FS 
Year * this? tame” to not cigel 
ard” thopefore' We. are” Not Cone Ds 
rd tn might” Oe better3i 5 
> we PREP SF Faculty” 3A af 12 octs 


uity, 11 thus clearing. 
ip he". "Which "Teemed x -be 10, 
| $41 0198 0) JO; (#5 5} $-) 155 ) 
is plies of « eripeate Thait ift cavValling, 
af 2nd ding fault. Girl oly. Mcriþe, 
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- 7 A | 
| Jp tNer tol os an of th tlic. 
La kg Writings in. uy ; minds of Chriſtir, 
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. *Sixthly, "He Obje&ts, Exod. 18. and 
favs;.* The Hiſtory sf Jethro «related 'in 
« the beginning: ot” that Chapter, ſeems 
« norto be placetl-in the time. wherein it 
« was, iforaſmuch” as Fethro ſeems-not to 
« tavecometillithe Second Yearafter the 
« finiſhing of the'Tabernacle,”as may be 
< proved out of *Dateronomy.. 
-L Anfwer, Firſt, "That in ſtead: of folid 
Reaſoning, (which a thing of 'this nature | 
req ies.) hete'is [nothing but gueſſing 
uvhauring. and one conjeqturemay 
be very well Aniwered with another op- 
poſite- 'conjeRture (5; he 'fays it: may . be 
proved our of Deuteronomy, . that Fethre 
came not nnto Moſes till the Second Year 
after the finiſhing of the Tabernacle; and 
IT fay again, that hiFpoſlible: proof,” may 
poſſibly be Anſwered ; and when. he has 
attually :proved it, 'which he hath-not yet 
attempted to do; he ſhall: be attually An- 
ſwered ; 'that 3s, - his proot' of it, ' ſhall 
be/refuted, if it be falſe, or yielded:unto 
and acknowledged, if it appear-to'betrue; 
and'T am ſure this is. very fair, and in 
reafor no more can 'be. required. ' I :con- 
feſs tis written; Numb. 11..16,'T5. that 
the Lofd faid unto Moſes, Gather unto me 
Seventy men of the Elcers of lirael, _ 
thou 


*3Y 


" thou Brow to be the Eldert of rg irs, 9 


and Officers over thew ; and bring, them: ans 
to the Tabernacle of the: C be. «that 


= 


mou there mith-thee. And IL will 


wr,. Ge. Now 'this muſt - have 
"been after the Building of the Tabernacle. 
Bur it 


not yet proved, ' that God: gave 


this Commandment. unts. Moſes at the 
fGme tine that Jerbro his Father in Iaw 
gave him the Councel, Recorded;in £xo4. 
18.19,30;20,22,23- Nay the Judges-that 


pointed-over ſſrael, according to 


Moſes ap 
the advice of Jethro, Exod. 18. 24, 25, 
26. ſeem to have been many mare than 


_ Seventy ; 
the 
oned N; 

_—_ 


; and it'is not improbable, that 
Elders and Officers, mentt- 
. II. 16. Were afterwards cho- 


of thoſe. nity Judges formerly 


by Jethro's. advice ſet over Woek and pre» 


the 
the: Lord the Spirit of Government, to 
fir them for the due Execution of- theOf 


Lice they 


But f: 


Gorec unto the Lord at the Tabernaele of 


ion, there to receive from 


were called unto. 
» what may be. faid fn 2 


ic here, FT Anſwer, Secondly, 
| pack mA on were granted unt#P. $7 


thro did not come unto Mo» 


wy "ill the Second, Year after the — 
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of. the Taberngcle ; what then-> will-it 
follaw that therefore Mofes could not be 
the Author of the Pertatench? I deny 


that 
conſequence ;. take. that. relation of Je- 
thro's coming: unto Moſes, which way you 
will, and -ſuppoſe it to be before the 


giving of the Law, or after the making 
of the Tabernacle, as you pleaſe ; yetit 


is ſtill true, there is not the leaſt ſhadow 
of falſhood in it : for My/es neither fays 


that it was: before, nor that it was after 
.the Building of the 'Taberpacle ; all thar 


he writes of the time wherein it was; is, 


'that when: Jethro heard of all rhat God 
had done: for Moſes and for [ael,. &:. 


then he came. unto Hoſes, Gr. Exerd. 18, 

F, 2, 3, 4» $+ 
Bur «. for the Year in which Jerhrs 
d of all that God had'done for-his 
eople : Moſes is filent, and makes no 
mention of it. That whole narration 
then being true, without any mixture of 
falſhood, why might pot Moſes be the: An- 
thor of it, where it is, as well as any. 0- 
ther Propher: could be } But is it not in 
that place of the Book of Exodus, where 
P. Simon would have had it to have been? 
L Anſwer, Hoſes might have. good reaſon 
not- to place it there, but. juſt where on 
E 


| 12) 

He had other tliings to write-of "in the 
following; Chapters of Exod; all which 
"things were tobe linket together," and 
-notito be ſeparated by the interpoſition of 
[the narrative of © that viſit! Which his Fa- 
-therin Law: gave him: mm the Wilderneſs. 
-As Scaliger fays; "and 'P.+ Sigzon hinwfelf 


-out'of him,” \Qup ordine” quid: referatir, 


\modo conſtet veritas, aut nihil ant parum 
-antereſt, it ſgaifies nothing; or very little, 
-1n. what Order things” be” related, prod- 


vided that we find them to. be truly-re- 


.lated. iN? ae | 
--:Seventhly; He ObjeRts, Ge#. 46.- nnd 
fays he, [ * Where the Children of 77ra- 
.* el are numbered, who wetif'into- Zgypr 
« with him, theſe are counted amo 
them, Joſeph, Manaſſeh; and Ephraim, 
<;who could:not go with-himiinto Ay, 
'&: becauſe they. Were there before hin; 
< and as that place mentions the Chik 
:4 dren of Zrael,” and his Childrens Chil- 
<< tren, * who camg with him into 1 
< jx-is probable; for brevity's ſake, theſe 
;# Two things have been joined together, 
$25-4f -they had all beeri Facob's Chit 
;--'F Anſwer,” This Objetion'comes from 
P. Simons heedlencls and I - ih 
+ reading 
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reading the Holy Scripture, but hath no 
ground in the Text of Moſes. For as Jo- 
Jeph, Manaſſeh and Ephraim, could not go 
with Jacob into Agypt, becauſe they were 
there before him : { for certain they are 
not there ſaid to have gone with him in- 
to Agypt ; on the contrary it is clearly 
enough fad, that. they did not go with 

him into Agypt ; tor 

Firſt, It 15 faid, Yerſc 20. And unto Jo- 
_ ſeph in the Land of Agypt were Born Ma- 
naſſeh and Ephraim. And again, Yer. 
27. Ayd the Sons of Joſeph which were 
Born him in Agypt, | were |] Two Souls. 
where it 1s manbſtly implyed,that Joſeph 
and hisTwoSons were not then to go into 
Fgypt, but that they were there already. 
zcondly, To make the thing yet clear- 
er, it is expreſly ſaid, Yerſ. 26. That all 
the Souls that came with Jacob into Fgypr, 
which cante out of his Loins, were Three- 
ſcore and Six 5; here Jaceb himſelf is not 
reckoned as one of thoſe Sixty Six, be- 
cauſe he could not go with himſelf into 
Agypt, nor could he come out of his 
own Loins : Joſeph alſo and his Two Sons 
are not reckoned as any of the Sixty Six, 
becauſe though they came out of Jacob's 
Loins, yet they could not go with hum in- 
ro 
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to Agypt, ſince they were already in A- 
gypt before him. But. #r may be Objet- 


ed, That Perſ. 27. it is expreſly faid, 41! 


the Souls of the Houſe of '' Jacob, which 
came into Agypt, were Threeſcore and Ten 


In which number, Joſeph and his Two: 


Sons muſt be included. 

I Anſwer, 'True, they are included in 
the number Seventy, though they were 
not included -in the Number Sixty Six ; 
yea, and Facob himſelf 1s included in. the 
number Seventy, and theſe Four, Facod, 
Foſeph, Manaſſeh, Ephraim, being added 
to Sixty Six, make up the number of Se- 
venty Souls, all which came into Zgypr ; 
the 66 came into: Agypt with Jacob, and 
Facob came with them, for if all the Souls 
of the Houſe of Jacob came, then Faco/ 
himſelf came, being head of his own 
Houſe ; Joſeph alſo he came into Egypt 
before, when he was fold to the hmae- 
lites; and his Two Sons they came ' into 
gypt in the Loins of their Father Joſeph, 
even as Levi paid Tithes unto Melchize 
deck in the Loins of his Father Abraham, 
( Heb.7.9.)Thus all the 70 Souls came into 
Azypt ; but the Text of Moſes doth not at 
all fay, that all the 7o came into Agypt 
at the fame time and in the ſam? way and 


manner, | Eighthly, 
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Eighthly, He Objedts, Ger. 35. 26. 
« where Benjamin is counted among(t the 
« Children that Jacob had in Meſoporamza, 


- © and nevertheleſs Benjamin was not Born 


« there, but in the Land of Caxaay. 
I Anſwer, I do not underſtand by what 
Rules ' of Reaſoning, P. Simon puts this 


 paſhge amongſt the diſorderly Tranſpoſi- 


tions which he pretends to be 1n the Pex- 
tateuch ; for ſurely, this ſeems rather to 
be a contradiction, it being faid in the 
ſame Chapter, Yerſ. 16, 17, 18. that Ben- 
jamin'was Born at Ephrath. And yet here 
isno real, but only a ſeeming corfradidti- 
on ; for to make a real contradiction, it 


muſt have been faid, [ Benjamin was 


Born at Ephrath,) All theſe are the Sons of 
Jacob, which were Born to him in Padan- 
Aram, but now it is not faid;(all theſe are 
the Sons of Facob which were Born to him 
in Padam-aram,) but only, ( Theſe are the 
Sons of Jacob, which were Born to him in 
Padan-Aram)and this is moſt true,withour 
including Benjamin in the number of Ja- 


.cob's Sons Born to him in Padan-Aram ; 


tor the other Eleven were Born in Padax- 


Aram : and there was no need here to 


except Benjamin by name, becauſe it was 


ſo clearly faid, but a little before in thr 
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- fameChapter, That Benjamin was Borx az 
Ephrath #» | the Land of 'Canaan, that no 
Reader could miſtake fo grofly, as to think 
he was Born with the reit of Jacob's Chil- 


dren in Padan- Aram, or Meſopotamia; 1 


pray mark the expreſiton, 1t 15 not ſaid, in 
V.2.6.All theſe are,&c.but, Theſe are,&tc. 
P. Simon pretends that there are Tran- 


 ſpoſitions, not only. in the Hiſtory, but | 


likewiſe inthe Laws of Moſes, and there- 
fore, Ninthly, and Laſtly, He Obje&ts, 


Exod. 22. 1, 3, 4. © where ( fays he ) to 
* make a reaſonable conſtruction, what is 


« ſaid *of the Thief in the Third Verſe, | 


* muſt be joined with the Firft, becauſe 
<« there s a Tranſpoſition ; and then one 
<* ought to join the Fourth Verſe with the 
« Firſt: and moreover the words of the 
« Fourth Verſe, [ if the Thett be certain- 
« ly found in his hand alive, ] ought only 
< to xelate to the Ox and Sheep, which 
<« this Verſe makes mention of, and not to 
'< the Aſs, although that is ſpoke of inthe 
« fame place with the Two other Animals. 
[ Anſwer, All this is gratis diftum,with- 
out one word of proof. The words of 
the Law may be reaſonably enough con- 
firued, and well enough underſtood,with- 


out the help of Perc Simons imaginary 
Tranſpo- 
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Tranſpoſition. In the. Firſt Verſe, tlie 
Lord God determins in what proportion a 
Thief ſhould make reſtitution for an Ox 
or a Sheep, in caſe he have killed or ſold 
them. In Verſ. 2. The Lord God declares, 
that if the Thief be found in the AG: of 
breaking up, and be killed ; the killing of 
him ſhall not be accounted Murther, nor 
ſhall the killers Blood be ſhed for him, 


| provided it were in the Night, and be- 


tore Sun-Riſing, 

But in the Third Verſe, the Lord de- 
clares, That the killing, of a Thief in the 
Day time after Sun-Riting, ſhould be ac- 
counted Murther, and that the Blood of 
the ſlayer ſhould be ſhed for the Blood of 
the ſlain Thief : and that for this reaſon 

wen in the fame Third Verſe, becauſe 
ie ſhould not. have been killed for the 
Theft, but compelled to make full Reſti- 
tution, it. he was able, but if he was not 
able, he ſhould be ſold for his Theft. And 
in Verſ. 4; the Lord ſhews in what pro- 
portion he ſhould be obliged to make Re- 
ſtitution, in. caſe the Theft were found a- 
live 10 his hand ; not ina Five-fold, nor 
Four-fold, but in adouble proportion, for 
Ox, or Aſs, or Sheep; and thus all is 
glear cnough in the Order wherein the 
I 3 Wiſdom 


Wiſdom of \God hes placed things, and 
there is no need to have recourſe unto a |. 
Tranſpoſition ; as to what he ObjeQs, 
concerning the Aſs in the Fourth Verſe, 
that though it be joined with the Ox and 
Sheep, yet what is ſaid of the' Theft, its 
being found alive in the hand of the Thief, 
and of his making double Reſtitution in 
that Caſe, ought not to relate unto the 
Aſs, but only to the Ox and Sheep. ' 

I Anſwer, This is a bold Aſſertion,with- 
out any proof at all ;' and there is reaſon 
to conclude the contrary, that becauſe the 
Aſs is joined- with the” Ox and Sheep 
therefore what here relates to the Ox and 
Sheep, ought alſo to be referred unto the 
Aſs; the Aſs was a very uſeful Creature 
in thoſe Eaſtern Countries, and that may 
be the' reaſon why it is joined with the. 
Ox, both here, andelfewhere, as 'in the 
Tenth Commandment. I know not what 
uſe P. S$imom may have for this Aſs, but it 
ſeems by what he writes, that he would 
play the Thief, and ſteal it out of this 
Fourth Verſe of Exod. 22. which 1t he 
' ſhould do, he would be guilty, not only 
of Theft, but of Sacrilege, for this Aſs 
ſtands upon Holy Ground. Thus I have 
Anſwered all his Arguments that fall mo 
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der the Second Head of Diforderly Tranſ. 
(itions.. I :paſs to the Third and laſt 
hefd of Arguments, taken from ſeveral 
ſages of the Pentateuch, where hepres- 
9s there are ſuch expreſſions as ſeem to 
intimate, that Moſes could not be the Au- 
thor of them.. 
Furſt, He Objefts, Numb. 21. 14. © A 
« Book (| fays: he.) of the Wars of the 
« Lord, of. which mention is made, 
* Namb: 2:1. 14. is an evident proof, that 
« the Hiſtories which are related in the 
&« Five Books of Moſes, - have , been taken 
< out of ſeveral Collections which have 
« beea loſt. *.. -: 
..I Anſwer, Itis denyed, that the citing 
of the Book of the Wars of the Lord, in 
Numb. 21.14. js.4n evident proof, or in- 
eed any proof at all of any ſuch thing 
For Firſt, It is not fo evident that it was a 
Book at all, ſome think it was but a Song; 
the Zbrew word ( Sepher ) does not al- 
ways. fignifie a Book ; but Secondly, 
Granting that it was a Book, and not 
meerly a Triumphal Song, jt 1s not evi- 
dent that it was a Book then already writ- 
ten, 'it might be a Book to be afterwards 
written, which Moſes foreſeeing by the 
Spirit of Prophecy, refers unto ; this a- 
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grees with - the Original words in the 
Fext, which are [ ABkey - Jeamar, ] 
wherefore it ſhall be faid in the Book. of 
the Wars of the Lord, &c. yet Thirdly, 
Granting it to have been a Book already 
written, Moſes his once citing a Teſtitho- 
ny out of it, doth no ano? pots that he 
colle&ted: his Hiſtory out of ſuch Books, 
then ' Paul's citing a Teſtimony out of 
Heathen Poets, .( Ads 17. 28. & Tt. 1, 
I2, ) doth prove that he Tranſcribed his 
Sermons and Epiſtles out of the writings 
of Heathen Poets. | 
Secondly, He Obje&ts, © That the 
. * namesof Hebron and Dan, "Which are 
* in the" Pentateuch, were not 1n beeing 
« in the time of Moſes. F-ITG 
Anſwer, It is faid, but not proved, that 
the names of Zebron and Dan were not in} 
'beeing in Moſes his time ; we will fpeak 
-of each of them by it ſelf, and wo 
Firſt, For Zebron, We find'it frequent- 
ly in the Pentateuch, as int Ger. .13. 18. 
23+ 2, 19. GC 35.27. GO 37. 14. Ot Nam. 
x3. 22. It was a City in the Land of Ca 
aan, it is probable it might be firſt called 
Mamre, ( Gen. 13. 18. ) and afterwards 
Arba, ar Kirjatharba, and Hebron. When 
tlus City began firſt to be called Feb 
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8uncertain ; but it ſeems to have been 
called by that name long before Moſes : 
for it is faid;' Ger. 37. 14. that'Facob ſent 
his-Son Feſeph out of the Vale of Febron, 
and Nanb. 13. 22, weread thatthe Spies 
whieh Moſes ſent to ſearch out the Land 
of Canaan, aſcended by the South, and 
came unto Hebron; where the Children of 
Anak dwelt + -and that ' Zebrow was 
built Seven Years before Zoar in Agypr. 
Here Hebron is ſpoken of as a City very 
ancient, and thar was ordinarily called by 
that name. Aferwards Joſhua gave it un- 
to Caleb the Son of Jephwmeh: for. an In- 
heritance- ; and hedrove the Anaktims out 
of it,” and took poffefſion of it ; as we 
read" in Foſh. 14. x3, £4. & 15, I}, 4 
But it is no where ſaid, that Cakeb chang- 
ed'the name of it and firſt - called it Fe- 
bron.” T- cofifeſs it is written, that the 
name of zebro before, was Xirjatharbun, 
| Toſh,” 14, 15.8 Fud. 1.10. but the 

meaning of thoſe words, - is, 'that it was 
called" Kirjath-arba before Caleb drove out 
the Anatims, and took polleffion of it ; 
bur this-doth not prove that''it was not 
alſo ealled Ftbron before, and in the time 
of * Moſes: It is was certainly called #7r+ 
jath-arba by "the Canaanites, before _ 
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tookit from them ; but-at the ſame time: 
it might be called Hebron by the [[raclites; 
I thus clearly ſhow that .it might be ſo; 
it was a City ſcituate ;on the ſide of- q/ 
Hill, as appears from. Joſh. 14- 12, 13, 14- 
Caleb ſaid unto Joſhua give me this Moun» 
tain, Joſhua gaanted lum, his Requeſt, and 
gave him Hebron. To me it ſeems pro» 
bable, - that the Hill was firſt | called He- 
bron , and ſo it was Xirjatharba upon 
Hebron ; tor certain, the Countrey under 
the Hill was called the, Valley of Hebron, 
and as is alreedy obſerved, 1t was fo cal+ 
led in. Face#'s tume, Gem. 37. 14- —_ 

It may be -the Hill was firſt called - #/e+ 
tron: from Ephron the Hittite, of whom 
Abraham bought the Cave of Machphelah 
for a Burying-place, ( Gen. 2.3. 16, x7;18, 
9, : this Cave ſeems to; have been in ;the 

ll,- and the: Field to have. been at the 
foot. of the Hill, before the Mouth, of 
the Cave; now by an exfie change of -let- 
ters of a ike ſound, it is come to be cal- 
led Hebron, by the Poſterity 'of Abraham, 
becauſe their/Father Abraham bought it:of 
Ephron ; | or which comes to the fame 
thing, Abraham's Poſterity, called it Hes 
bron from (Habar,) beeauſe Abraham and 
his Poſterity did as it were enter into ciyil 
noO1 Si Society 
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Society with the Z/:ttes, when he bought 


of Ephron that part of the Hill, with the 
Field and 'Trees at the Foot of it, for him- 
ſelf and his Poſterity. It was almoſt na- 
tural for Abraham's Poſterity to call it 
Hebron on theſe accounts, that ſo the ve- 
ry name of. it might be a laſting memori- 
al of their right toit ; but the Anakings 
who afterwards took poſſeſſion of it with- 
out right, when the J7aelites were in A 
NN) not like that it ſhould be called at 
i by. that name of Zebrox, and there- 
fore Called it Xirjath-arba only, from Ar- 
ba the Father of Anak, ( Fob. 15. 13.) 
If any ſhould now ay, that this only 
ſhews how. the Hill with the Cave and 
Field which 44raham bought for a Bury- 
ing-place, came to.be called Hebron ; but 
this is nothing to the City , which was 
diſtin from the Hill, Cave' and Field. I 
Anſwer, Firſt, The City | it ſelf was Built, 
on the ſide of the Hill. Secondly, It is 
probable, that in proceſs of time, the Ci- 
ty was ſo far chlarged as to t take in Abrar. 
jaw $ Field, with the Cave and that part 
of the Hill in which the Cave was ; and 
this might give occaſion unto the 7/rae-, 
ites.to call the City it-ſelf by the name of 
Hebron. From all which it appears _ 
el ble., 
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ble, that it was called Hebron by the [7 a- 
elites, at the fame time that it was called 
Kirjath-arba by the Canaanites; and that 
it was called by that name among the 
People of God in the time of Moſes : but 
. after the Canaanttes were drivea out, . and 
Caleb was poſſeſſed of it, it Toſt the name 
Rirjath-arba, and retained only the name 
Hebron. But agairfit this it is Objected 
- out of Jerome, that this City had its name 
from Hebrox the Son of Caleb, of whom 
we read 11 1 Chron. 2..42. 43- 
I Anſwer, 'Firft, Mafus in his Com- 
mentary on Joſhua, Pag. 2.47. on the 1 5th. 
Verſe of the 14th. Chapter, declares, that 
he did not fee apy ſtrength in this Argu- 
ment to prove. that X7r;ath-arba was not 
called Z/ebron in the time of Moſes, or. 
that it was firſt ſo called from Hebron the 
Son! of Cajeb; but the truth is, Mafrus 
himfelf ſeems to have been very much 
miſtaken in Judging of the ſenſe of theſe 
words. || the Father of Hebron, ] in 
X Chron. 2, 4x. for he ſeems plainly to 
take Hebroy there for the City, . and that 
( Father of Hebron.) ſignifies Governor, 
or Lord of Hebron ; whereas it is evident, 
that' Hebron there is a Man's name : for 
inthe'next Verſe, this 'Ztbron is o_ to 
| ave 
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have had Four Sons; we muſt acknow- 
ledg then, that one of the Poſterity of 
Caleb was called Hebron. 

- But then Secondly, I Anſwer, that it is 
not clear, that this Caleb the Father of 
Hebron, was the ſame Man with the Ca- 
leb that firſt took MX7rjath-arba from the 
Anakims; for Caleb. that firſt took Xir- 
jath-arba from the Anakims, was the Son 
of Jephunneh, Jofh.1 4.6. Gt 1 Chron. 4. 15. 

But it is expreſſy written of 
Caleb, ſaid to be the Father of Ze- 
ron, that he was. the Son of Hezron, 
1 Chron. 2. 9, 18, I9, 42. but  Hezrow 
went into Agypt with Jacob, Gen. 46. 12. 
therefore his Son Ca/eb muſt havyelived 
long before Moſes, and could not - be *the 
fame with Caleb the Son of Jephwn 
who was but Forty Years Old when Mp 
ſes ſent him to eſpy out the Land of Ca- 
naan, Joſh. 14. 7. 

Yet Thirdly, Granting that Caleb the 
Son of Fephunneh, and Caleb the Son of 
EHlezro#, were one and the ſame Man, and 
that he is called the Son of X#ezrox only 
1n a large ſenſe, becauſe he was of the Po- 
ſterity of Hezron ; as Mafius, Pag. 243. 
thinks that Hezron was but his Grandfa- 


ther, or Great Grandfather, &©c. I ay, 
| this 
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this being granted, it will not follow that 
Kirjath-arba was firſt called Hebron, from 
Hebron the Son of Caleb: on the contra- 
ry, Hebron the Son. of Caleb might take 
his'name from the City Z/ebron, the Inhe- 
ritance of his Father ; the like ſeems to 
have happened unto Gilead the Son of Mz- 
chir, 1 Chron. 2. 21. he ſeems to have re- 
ceived his name from Mount Gilead, the 
place of his Fathers Inheritance, Dear. 3. 
I5. for certain it is, that he did not firſt 
give it its name, becauſe Jacob had done 
that long before, as appears from Gey. 31. 
47» 48, 54- : : 

Mafias has one Objection which I muſt 
Anſwer, Xirjath-arba ( ſays he ) isan old 
name of that City, therefore Hebron is a 
new name. ; 

I Anfwer, This is but a weak- conje- 
<Eture, for it might have two old names, 
one amongſt the Canaanites, and the other 
amonegſt the /raelites; as it ſeems Bethel 
had, of which Bethel it is ſaid, Judg. 1. 
'2.3- the name of it before was Luz ; and 
'yetit is probable, that the 7aelites called 
that City by the name of Bethel, long be- 
fore the Houſe of. Fyſeph took it from the 
Canaanites. Some part of the 'Coyntrey 
very near it was moſt certainly called - 
- the 
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- thel fram Jacob's time, and it is not un- 
likely, that the City it felf from that 
time forwards. began to be called, ſome- 
- times Bethel by Jacob's Poſteriry ; even 
Jacob himſelf ſeems to make Luz to be all 
one with Bethel, becauſe. Bethel ſtrictly 10 
called was near Luz: Gen. 48. 3. ſays Jas 
cob, God Almighty appeared to meat Luz 
in the Land of Canaan, and Bleſſed me ; 
but in Chap. 35. Verl. r, 3. the ſame Ci- 
ty is called Bethel, and was ſo called at 
x th time,both by God ſpeaking unto Jacob 
and by Jacob ſpeaking unto hisFamily ; fays 
God unto him, ariſe, go up to Bethel and 
dwell there: and fays he to his Family, 
let us ariſe and go up to Bethel ; which 
they did; and ſo came to Luz, that is, Be- 
thel,. Verſ.. 6. | 
And Jacob there in Luz Built an Altar, 
and called the place of the Altar | E-Be- 
thel, Yerſe 7.) FL 
From alt which it ſeems very evident, 
that the ſame City. was in Faco#'s time cal- 
led by two names, Bethel and Luz ; its 
-publick name ' by which the Canaanites 
called it, and by which it was generally 
'known to the World, was Luz; but its 
-private name by which God and his Peo- 
ple called it, was Bethel ; -thelike _ 1 
aid, 
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faid, without any abſurdity at all, of X7r- 
- jathearba, and Hebron. Mi the 
Secondly, For thename Dar, asto what 

he Objects, that it was not in Beeing in 
the time of Moſes, and yet it 15 found in 
the Pentateuch, - Gen. 14. 14. & Dent. 
« Is 

* Anſwer, Firſt, It 1s freely confeſſed, 
"that the City Leſhem or Laiſh, was not 
called by the name of Day 1n the time of 
Moſes. It was a long time after Moſes be- 
fore the Danztes took Laiſh, and changed 
its name from Laiſh to Dan, after the 
name of Dan their Father, as appears 
from Joſh. 19. 47. & Jud. 18. 29. But 
that therefore there was no other place 
. called by the name of Daz in the time of 
Moſes, -l deny the conſequence ; the Brook 
or Valley of Eſfhcol, was firſt called Eſþ- 
col in the time of Moſes, becauſe of the 
Cluſter of Grapes which the Children of 
Hrael cat down from thence, when the 
Spies ſearched out the Land, Numb. 13. 
Ao: | 
ye Tor yet 1R* Abrahau”s time, Mamre 
the Amorite had a Brother whoſe name 
was Eſhcel, Gen. 14- 13. . juſt fo, though 
. Laiſh was not called Dan till atter $19/es, 
yer ſome- other place might þe called Dar, 
WE in 
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'inthe-time both of Abraham and 'Myſes- 
Jerome, © Swidas _ Phil»fftorgius, were of 
-opiniory that a Spring-head of Forda 
:was:called Dan, and the Hebrew Doors 
ghink-thar the River Jorday was fo called, 
becauſe:it ſprings out of Day ; and if we 
may. believe the Learned Hafman, in his 
Lexicon «miverſale, 526. there was 
another Dan yet Tank from Laiſh-Dan ; 
== it was an Hill in the Tribe of Ephra- 
,on-theRode from Samaria.to Sichem ; 
if: there were then ſeveral Dans, 1t may 
probably. be ſuppoſed, that even in A4bra- 
1bam'stime, -there might be ſome place cal- 
-led by the name of Daz, it not thE Hill 
:Dan, -on- the Rode from Samaria to $;- 
-chem, -at-leaſt the Fountain Dar ſpringing 
out of Mount Libanus. 
I Anfwer, -Secondly, Moſes in the Spi- 

.rit of Prophecy might call Laiſh Dan by 
an Hiſtorical Prolepſis, as foreſeceing that 
it would:loſe the.name of Lai/h, and be 
called and known only by the name of 
Dan,invafter Ages. He might be moved to 
do this, that his writings might then be 
the better - underſtood "by the People, 
when 'the-name* of Lai thould be tor» 
Zotten by: the Vulgar, and that City ſhould 
any be known by the name of Day. 
K 
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I Anfwer,..' Thirdly, Suppoſe: we ſhonld 


grant with the Learned Majs, .that ſome 
Prophet after Moſes did fubſtipute:' the 
- word Dan in the-place of Lai/A, ( and the 
. ſame may be faid of Hebron ) tar to help 
the People the better to underſtand ani 
remember thoſe paſſages of Holy, Scrip- 
_ ture where: it occurs, .it will ot follow 
from hence, , that Meſes cannot be the Ay- 
thor of the Pentateuch ; as we fay one 
Swallow doth not make the Spring, - fo 
one or two little alterations of -a word, 
and that by the ſame Holy Spiritof Truth 
by which Moſes wrote ; doth not-hinder 
Moſes from being juſtly, accounted the Ay- 
thor of the Pentateuch ;; the:changing of a 
word or two by Gad's Spirit for the be- 
nefit of God's People in after: Ages, is no 
_ ſufficient reaſon tochange the: name of the 
Book, and to denominate--1t- anew from 
_ *the perſon by whom'it pleaſed God to 
make: ſuch a change. But:though I write 
thus, yet I ſhall riot eafily grant that 4 
fatte, there has been ſuch/ an alteration 
made in the names before mentioned un- 
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til it be firſt clearly and certainly proved 
which no Man that .F know+ hath. yet --. 
done: Iam ſure P. Simon hath not done” 
it, 


Thirdly 


poo! 
On 
\&c 
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Thirdly, , He, Objects, Gen: 36. 31: It is 
probable ,., (lays , P: Simon, ) that Meſes 
could not. have writ theſe words; [ © And 
* theſe are the: Kings that Reigned in the 
& Land of #dop, . before there Reigned 
& any. King over the Children of rael, } 
this manner of, ſpeaking ſuppoſes the Eſta- 
bliſhment of ;Kings amongſt the Zebrews. 

Anſwer, (1.) This manner of ſpeak- 
ing. only. ſuppoſes that Kingly Govern- 
ment was to., be-Eſtabliſhed amongſt the 
| Children of ae/;”' according to the ex- 
| preſs promiſe of God unto Jacob at Bethel, 
| 6Gen-35-,11,.12. 30d this Hoſes knew ve- 
| 3s well by the;:Spirit of Prophecy, as ap- 
.þ pears from Deut. 17. 14, 15,;18, 19,20.) 
| and therefore ;he might well ſuppoſe it as 
-|| 4 thing that ſhould certainly come to pals: 
but'it not being, yet come to paſs, - Moſes 
here declares, that, Eſau was: before hand 
with Jacob as to this matter, : for whilſt 
Jacob's Poſterjty was in Servitude, under 
a Rod of Iron in #gypt, Eſau his Poſte- 
rity , flouriſhed wgder a Kingly Govern- 
ment in the Land of  Edow. | 
.: Anſwer, (2,) This may. ſignifie no 
nel More, but that tlie Perſons there mentis 
oned, did Reign Kings in the Land of 
\Edom, betore-the time of Moſes, that the 
Cl #7 We Chidren 
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Clifldren « of Fel wete fit Fortnild thto 
in Holy Kingdom and Oommon-wealth, 
xccordirig'to Exod. 19. 5,6.) and Mofes 
re by fer over then as ther Head and wo: 
rider” 'God-;' according tb Per. 33. 
- ttere it is 4d, that Ph was Kin 
ri. This it is evident, ' that t Fs 
7 fo Ws at all in this'Obje cho. 
” Fourthly, "Me Objects out 7 R. Moſes 


Cath, Pad. 12. :40.,* Where Mofes ſays, 
© That the Sojotitturg'of the Children of 


« Irael 'itr A#gypt was Four Hiindted 
« Years, -and'y > is certain, that Xebath 
«©S5n of £20, who as bne of "them 
«that went into A- gypr, lived but 'One 
& Hugred Thirty'T a Yers, that Hm- 
© 7am lived ohly"One' Hundred Thirty Se- 
yen Years, and that Moſes 'was but 

«Eighty Vears Old-when'God ſpake 'to 
&© him, which make in all bar Three Hun- 
« dred arid Fifty. 4 

Anſwer, 'This Obj Rtioh contains a 
or Falſhood, in ſirming, that -Moſes 
ays ' the  Sojourning of the Children of 
Jjrael.in Agypt was Fotir Hundred Years; 
there is no ſuch faying in the Text of Mw 
ſes; the Text fays not, that the Children 
of 7ſrael! Sojourned Four Hundred Years 


in /Egypr,. but that the Chiddren of _ 
who 


thing notorious to al 


who Sojourned or dwelt in Agypr, their 
Sojourming was Four Hundred and Thur- 
ty Years; here 14 is not faid how many 
of the Four Hundred and* Thirty Years 
were paſt in Zgypr. 

Indeed ( therg being ſome ambiguity 
in the Hebrew words of the Text, ) if 1t 
were not well known that they Sojourned 
in other places,. both in their on Pers 
ſons, and in their Progenitops, Abrahan, 
Iſaac, and Jacob, (4s Levi in Abra- 
bam paid Tithes to Melchizedec, Feb. 7. 
9. ) it might be thought perhaps, thar 
they Sojourned the whole Four Hundred 
and Thirty Years in Zgypt ; but it is 3 

l, thar they Sojourn- 
ed in the Land of Cauaay, and elſewhere, 
before they went into Agyp? : and there- 
fore it 1s very unreaſonable to think, that 
the whole Foyr Hundred and Thirty Years 
S$ojourning were paſt in Agypt ; what 
Pere Simgn intended by this Objection, 1 
do not well underſtand ; for if this were 
2 good Arguinent, to prove that Moſes 
could not be the Author of the Pertas 
teuch, wt would equally prove, that no 
Prophet could be the Aythor of it, (which 
yet 1s contrary to his own Judgment, if 
he believe what he writes, ) for as Moſes 

"2 K 3 could 
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\_ eould not, fo no other Prophet could be 

the Author of any Falſhood, T ſhall fay 
no more to this ObjeCtion, 'becauſe the 
Reverend and Learned Dean of Pauls, has 
Anſwered it at large, in his excellent Let- 
ter to a Deift, unto which I refer the 
Reader. | | 
'-*Fitthly, He Objects, Gen. 46. 27. where 
it is fat, © That all the Souls of the Houſe 
* of Jacob who went into \Fgyptr, were 
« Seventy, and nevertheleſs in counting 
* the number there related, they are 
« found to be'but Sixty Nine. -: 

Anſwer, This difficulty * ( if it deſerve 
that name ) has .been cleared already, 
where it was ſhewed, that Jacob himſelf 
did make the Seventieth. * 

Let any Man count them, and ſettin 
aſide Jacobs Sons Wives, ' and Er and Onan 
who died in the Land of Canaan, he will 
find that the Sum Total, taking in Jacob 
as head of his own Houſe, 1s juſt Se- 
venty. | 

Sixthly, He Obje&ts, Numb. 3. 39: 
« Where are' reckoned Twenty Two 
*'Thoufand, 'but if we join all the num- 
*-bers together, there remain Three Hun- 
# dred above the account, | 


I Anſwer, 
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- T Anſwer, By diſtinguiſhing upon the 
words of .the 39th. Verſe, thus, All the 
Males of. the Levites that were numbered, 
and were to be Devoted unto the Lord, 
in exchange for the Firſt-born of the other 
Tribes, were Twenty Two Thouſand, 
and no more, Igrant 1t, as being the ge- 
nuine fenſe of the words of Moſes. All the 
Males of the Levites that were numbered, 
and were partly already Holy and De- 
voted, and partly to be Devoted unto the 
Lord, were Twenty Two Thouſand, and 
no more, I deny it as not being the ge- 
nuine ſenſe of the words of Moſes. I 

round- my diſtinction ypon this, That 
all the Males of the Levites, of what 
ſort ſoever, were numbered from a Month 
Old and upwards; now amongſt them 
all, of neceſſity there muſt be a certain 
Humber that were Firſt-born Males, and 
all ſuch Firſt-born Levites as had been 
Born from the time of 7raels coming out 
of Egypt, unto the time-of that reckon- 
ing, were already Sanctified unto the 
.Lord in a peculiar manner, and were his 
own, Devoted unto him : as appears from 
£xod. 13. 2,13. and from the 13th Verſe 
of this fame Third Chapter of Numbers. 
Theſe Firſt-born Levites then cauld not 
| K 4 : be 


hs 4. ES 
be ſubſtituted ii tHe Read of the Firſt. 
mo? of the other Tribes, .and ſo become 

oly 2nd Devoted thto the Eofd! ttt a pt6- 
culiar manner ; for as Firſt-born' they 
were atready the Lords; they were Holy 

and Devoted unto God ;_ they th#refore 
muſt have been excepted afid left out of 
the number of Levires that were to' bk 
exchanged for the Firſt-born of the other 
Tribes, and fo to be appropriated unto 
God and his Service in a peculiar manner ; 
But we plainly fee that Three Hundred 
Lewvites are left out; therefore it was on 
this account that they were the Lords al- 
ready, as they were Firſt-born. The reſt 
that were not thus the Lords already, 
were fit matter tobe Sandified; afid De- 
voted to' God atid his Service, inſtead! of 
the Firſt-born of the other Tribes, and 
the 'nnmber of them all were Tweety 
Two Thoufand, and no more. 'Thert 
are Two things very obſervable in this 
Chapter, (r.) That it isexprelsly aid of 
theſe Twenty Two Thouſant Levites,that 
they ſhall be the Lords mftead of the 
Firſt-born amongft the Children of 77ae), 
Berf: 45. theretore ſurely the Firſt-born 
of 'the Levites cannot be included in that 
nymber of Twenty Two Thouſand, i _ 
- FEY 
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they were the Lords already, as well as 
the Firſt-born of the other Tribes, and 
'ſo-coulkd not be-given uritothe Lord in ex- 
chatige for them. (2.) Ir is obſervable, 
that this number of Twenty Two Thou- 
fand Levites is cottpared with the number 
of the Firft-born of the otter Tribes, and 
the humber of the Firſt-born of the 0- 
ther Tribes beirig found to contain Tw6 
Hundred Severity Three, more than the 
niimber of the Levires that were to be 
exchinged for them; it is exprelsly or- 
dered by God, that this Two Hundred 
Sevehty Three of the Firſt-born of the 
other Tribes, ſhould be redeemed with 
Moriey,at Five Shekles apiece by the Poll, 

Vely. 46, 47: | 
Which is 4 defh6nſtration, that the 
Three Hiindred 'Levires left out of the 
_ miſaber of Pevites Which were to be ex» 
changed for the Firſt-born of the other 
Tribes, were plirpoſely left out in the 
caſting up of the Sum Total, as not be- 
ing fit matter to be given unto the Lord in 
exchtnge, becauſe they were the Lords 
already, as they were Firſt-born ; if it 
had not been really thus, they would not 
have been purpoſely left out, but would 
have been certainly included jn the Sum 
| Total, 
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Total, as - they. were in: the particular 
Sums ; {that fo there; nught haye been 
enow ( and. more than,enow )-.of! Levites 
to be given in exchange for.'the Firſt-born 
of the other Tribes, and that there:might 
be no need. of , giving Five Shekels a: piece 
for the redeeming ot» any of them... : 

But naw # any ak, ; {why - then. were 
theſe 'Three Hundred: Firſt-born Levites 
numberedatall, why. were they put-into 
the particylar Sums of +the Males of the 
ſeveral Families, as appears from Yerſ. 22, 
28,34: ang ; yet left out of the general 
Sum of , the Males of the whole Tribe, 
as appears Yerſ. 39 ? 

Anſwer, 'They were numbered, becauſc 
God would have it a known truth upon 
Record; that there were at that time fo 
many Males of the whole Tribe of _ Lev, 
and no more; they were put-into.the 
particular Sums, becauſe the - particular 
Sums were to contain all the Males of 
the ſeveral Families, whether "they, were 
Firſt-born,or not : but they were left gut 
of the general Sum, becauſe it -was to 
Eallance the general, Sum of the,Farſt- 
born of, the other-. 'Tribes, and. {0.-n0 
Firit-born Levztes were to: be taken into 
> tn; | = 
| Secondly, 
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- Secondly, I Anſwer, That it becomes 

not ns to call God to an account, and to 

ask why he doth ſuch a thing, when we 

know certainly that he hath done it ; he 
iveth not account of any of his matters, 

7 33- I3- 

Even an Heathen King, when his Un- 
derſtanding returned unto him, had ſo 
much Reafon and Religion as to confeſs 
unto God's praiſe, That he doth according 
to his Will, Gtc.---- and none can ſay unto 
him, what doeſt thou ? Dan. 4. 35. 

This is as true of God's way of Write- 
ing his Word, as it is of his way of Gos 
verning the World : But notwithſtanding 
of ſome things that may be ſecret, and 
to us unaceountable in both, yet we are 
ſure in general, that God doth all things 
well and wiſely in the one, and the 9- 
ther. 

Seventhly, He Objects, Exod. 16. 35. 
where it is ſaid, * That the Children of 
« Iſrael did eat Manna Forty Years, un- 
* til they came unto the Borders of the 
*Land of . Canaan. 

- 'It <1 - pretenged that , Moſes could not 
write this Verſe, becauſe he died before 


the Children- of 7Zrael left off eating of 


Manna, which was not before they came 
| to 
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to Gi/gal in the. Plains of Jericho beyond 
Jordan, as appears from Joſh. 5. 10, IT, 
Anfiver,: Fdeny the conſequence of this 
Argument,. that becauſe the Children of 
T7ae! continued to eat Manna after the 
death of ſes, theretore Hoſes could not 
write this Verſe ; any ſtrength that this 
Argumerit may ſeem to have, depends 
upon a falſe ſuppoſition, that Moſes was 
no Prophet, and knew no more than 
other ordinary Men, or that he did not 
write by the Spirit of Prophecy ; for if 
Moſes was a great Prophet ( as certalnly 
he was, Numb. 12.6, 7,8. & Dent. 34; 
xo.) and if he knew more than = 
ordinary Men, (as certainly he did, Dex. 
31. from Yerſ. 1, to 8, and' from. Yerſ, 
27, incluſively unto Yerſ. 30.) then hg 
might eafily know by the Spirit of Pros 
phecy, how. long the Children of {ſrae/ 
ſhould eat Manna, and when and where 
the Manna ſhould ceaſe ; and it is moſt 
certain, that long” before his death. the 
Lord God revealed unto him, That. the 
Children of Jae! ſhould wander, .or feed 
( as it is rendered on the Margine of our 
Bible ) in the Wildernels Forty Years ; 
as is evident from Numb. 14 26, 33+ 
| 3Þ 
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4; 35. And he knew WEILE with- 
-< Kevin 1t' 1mmediately an. cd to 
him, that they had nothing elſe but Mans 
na'to live upon [in the Wilderneſs ; yer 
God might r&l him that they ſhould nor 
be ſtarved, \but the Manna ſhould be con. 
tinued to them and. their Children, till 
their Children were -entered within the 
Borders of the Land iof.'Cavaay, and ſuf- 
ficiently provided for in an ordinary way 
without Manna. Now -Meſes believing 
this, and knowing infallibly that it would 
be fo asthe>Lord:had ſpoken; -he might 
write of it beforehis death, in the fame 
manner ashewould:have done in caſe he 
had lived ro:fee it>all fulfilled; he might 
write of it in the-Preterir Tenſe, - becauſe 
the whole Forty Years were-almoſt: expi- 
red before his death, and'they had alrea- 
_ dy eaten' Manna'for:many Years ; and as 
for the ſhort time thatremained in which 
they'were to have the Manna continued 
to them ; the was fo ſure of it; -»thatthe 
Manna ſhould'be continuedito them, 'and 
that they-ſhould/eat of it>vitÞthey ' paſted 
over Jordan, -and 'entered. 'unto. Canaan 
that he needed not to alter:the Tenſe, but 
might very well expreſs it-altogether 5n 
oneand the fame Preterit Tenſe, t@ = 
TE | © 
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uſe of that, - atid ſucceeding Generations; 
| _ it would certainly be a thing 
_ 

After all the vain attempts made hither- 
to-by P. Simon, to prove'that Moſes could 
not-be the Author of the /Pentateuch, at 
laſt out come the Arguments that, Spinoſa 
- had formerly--borrowed (as he ſays) 
from' Aben Ezra, to prove; his poſition, 
that Moſes could: not be the Author of the 
Books attributed to him. -. 

Eighthly!, Then- P... Simon Objeds., F 
Deut. 1. 1. And to put ſome: colour upon 
the buſineſs. and to gwen the Objection. 
{cen to have ſome weight 1n it, he thus 
renders the-Firſt Verſe-of Deut. ] © Theſe 
« be the words which Moſes ſpake unto all 
; & Iirael beyond: Fordan in the Wilderneſs} 
and then he Argues that the Book of Dew 
feronomy could not | be written by Moſes, | 
becauſe he never went over fordan.'+but 
lived and died:6n this fide Fordan: in the = 
Wilderneſs ; he that wrote thus muſt have 
been ,in the Land of Cangayr; which there- 
fore could not be: Myſes but! fome Body af+ 
ger, his death, ;that»wrote thus of hin, 
that. he ſpoke :ſuch woren 1 unto all Hiratl 
| beyonit Janfer: £11127 4:90 2 wy 
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3 Anſwer, | It ſeems ſtrange to me ; 
that + P. Simon who 1s ſuch a Learn- 
-ed i; Hebrician',, | was not afhamed of 
this, ':; Argument.,, whereof the whole 
Nrength lies on; the ſignification of the 
Hebrew word  {;;Beeber ; |}: indeed if 
. Beeber* ſignifie!; only: ( Trans, ) beyond, 
then the Argument is good, bur if (' Bee- 
ber :):\6gnific alſo. [| (: Cis, ) on this tide, 
as: it;is;rendered in our Eng/z/h Bibles,then 
the Argument 6s'ſtark nought ; ' we muſt 
_ therefore for clearing, of this matter, in- 
qure; what''( :Beeber:) ſignifies ;: 
iAnd Firſt, I' grant that: ( -Beeher.) doth 
ſome; tunes. ſignige ;{ trans, . beyond, ) I 
grant\alfo that therVulgar Latine, the Se- 
;Fenty\,. and: 4hat'i; Bdition of Munſfters 
, Tranglation whidh Lihave, render-it: { be- 
yond 6 but that; is. no proof: that ( Bed- 
her. ). 4ignifiey/always ( beyond, ) and 
that at;ſhould be ſarenderedin this place; 
'for-P1 ,Simen_ himſelf, finds fault- with all 
theſe;!Three 'Tranſlations, and acknow- 
ledges;that they: may be mended-in feve- 
.raliplaces : why thenmay not this be one 
.of the places that ought to be mended in 
theſe. Tranſlations ? : 
For. Secondly, It 1s not to be granted, 
becauſe it is falfe, that ( Beeber ): always 
1 fiemfies 
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Ggnifies {' beyond.) I 'demonſitrate as 
clearly as any. thing' of this nature can be 
demonſtrated; that ( Beeber')- fignifies 
alſo { Cis;) | on this fide, 7] and -that'in 
ſome places it myſt do ſo, and catyiot' do 
otherwiſe ; as for-inftance,- inFoſs; x.'r2, 
I5. Where the ſame-words ( Beeber; Fiac- 
fardey,)) axe twice-repeated, ' and*of -e- 
cetfity muſt be Tranſlated 4-0n this fide 
Fordan \) and cannot be arherwiſeTran(- 
lated. For whoſoever the wasithgt/wrote 
-the Book. of 'Joſhua, and:when or where- 
ſoever it was written; yet:ſtjltthis is trye, 
'That before.any-of the Hraelites had-paſ- 
iſed over Fordan, here ' Foſhud- is brought 
in, making 2 Speech"to the Reabtnrres, 
Gadites, and half Tribe''df Manaſſeb;>in 
-which'Speech he tells them, "Thar 'Bo/es 
-had given them, their: poſſeſſion ( Beeber, 
Haijjarfen,) on this'{ide Fordan ;\ here 
:( Beeber )) muſt of - neceſlity:/be rendered 
i(-on-this fide, ) and fo Mafus renders'it ; 

or it would have been notoriouſly falſe 
for Joſbua in that place; and at that-time, 
-ro have faid, that Moſes had given them 
their Inheritance beyond /Fordan ; it being 
evident to common ſenſe that their In- 
-heritance lay on that ſide. Fordary, onwhich 
"Joſhua was then ſpeaking to them. _ 
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And in x Sam. 14. 4-( Mehaeber Mizze) 
ie Eher with the fame prefixes twice re- 
peated in one Verſe, fignihes both ( on 
the one ſide, ) and (on the other ſide.) 

In fine, Moſes fpeaking. of himſelf in 
the-firſt Perſon, uſes the ſame expreſſion 
( Beeber Haijarden,,) which muſt be ren- 
dered (-on this fide Jordan, ) Deut. 3. 8, 
otherwiſe it will be falſe; for Moſes was 
in the Wilderneſs when he uttered theſe 
words, and he ſpoke them of the King- 
doms of Og and Sihoz, which in reſpe& of 
Moſes, did then: certainly lie on this fide 
Jordan, and not beyond Jordan ; by all 
this it appears, that P. Simon's Argument 
15-grounded on a-falſe bottom, that (Bee- 
ber) always ſignifies ( beyond ) which is 
notoriouſly untrue. In our own Engliſh 
Tranflation it is here rightly rendered (on 
this ſide Jordan.) | 

Ninthly, He Objects the laſt Chapter 
of Deuteronomy, as that which could not: 
be written by Moſes, - becauſe it gives art 
account of his Death and Burial, and of 
ſome - things that were done: after his 
Death-3; and to thoſe that ſay Myſes wrote 
that Chapter by the Spirit of Prophecy, 
P. Simon Anſwers, that we ought not to 
believe them. 
L Anſwer, 
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Anſwer, Firſt, No Man who believes 
that Moſes was a Prophet, and the greateſt 
Prophet that was before Chriſt, can disbe- 
lieve the poſſibility of Moſes his writing 
_ that Chapter ; and if it be faid that it is nor 
probable he ſhould do t; I Anſwer, Un- 
doubtedly Moſes did as improbable things 
as that : he foretold things at a greater 
diſtance. of time, than was his own 
Death and Burial, and the J/raelites 
Mourning for him Thirty Days in the 
Plains of Moab. 
. But Secondly, I do not affirm that Mc- 
ſes wrotethat Chapter, at leaſt the Eight 
laſt Verſes of it : but ſuppoſe he did not 
write it, yet I deny that it follows from 
thence that he was not the Author of the 
Pentateuch ; for it may very vvell be faid 
that that Chapter is really no part of the 
Pentateuch, or Five books of Moſes, but an 
Appendix to it, vvritten by ſome other 
hand, as by Fefbua, or ſome other Holy 
Man of God after the Death of Moſes. 
| Tenthly, He Objects, Deut. 31. 22, 
24. aSif theſe Verſes, and other parts of 
Deuteronomy, could not be vvritten by Me- 
ſes, becauſe Moſesis there ſpoken of 1n the 
Third Perſon. - 
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Anſyver, What a pitiful Argument is 
this / is it not uſual even with Prophane 
Authors to ſpeak of themfelves in the 
Third :'Perfon? and doth not P. Simon 
himſelf acknowledg this in Pag. 20. of 
his Book, {[ © Czlar ( fays he ) ſpeaks 
* of himſelf in the Third Perſon, 1n his 
«<-Commentaries ; Joſephus does the fame 
« thing in his Hiſtory of the Wars of the 
&« Jews.againſt the Romans: and moreover 
« he writes his own Elogy, ] with what 
Conſcience then did P. $;mon produce this 
paſſage, to prove that Moſes could not be 
the Author of the Pentateuch : ſurely an 
unprejndiced Man would think that this 
paſſage might be more pertinently alledg- 
ed, to prove that Moſes was the Author, 
at leaſt of the Book of Denteronomy. 
Eleventhly, He Objects Ge. 12:6. up- 
on which he ſays, [ © If Moſes was the 
« Author ' of the Pentateuch, after the 
* manner as 1t 1s at preſent, would he 
© have uſed this way of ſpeaking, ( The 
* Canaanite Was then in the Land, ) it 
* 15 known that the Caraa»ites continued 
« the poſſeſhon of this Countrey here 
* ſpoken of, all the time of Mefes, fo that 
* this could not be writ, but after they 
« had been driven out. | 
| L.2z Anſwer, 
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Anſwer, And why might not Moſes ut 
that way of ſpeaking, ( the Canaanite was. 
then in the Land, is there any falſhood 
n it? isit not a certain truth, That ,the 
Canaanites were poſkeſlors of the; Land of 
Canaan, when Abraham came firſtzto So- 
journ in it? But fays P. Simon, It is 
known that the Canaanites continued the 
poſteſſion of that Land, all the time of 
Moſes. True ; it is fo, underſtanding it of 
"the Land beyond Jordan ; but what then ? 
why then fays P. Simon, This could not 
be writ but after they had been driven 
out. I deny that conſequence, for I know 
that all the Criticks in the World cannot 
prove it. This paſſage under conf{idera- 
tion might very. well be written by: Moſes, 
though it was well known: that the 'Cang- 
axites continued poſleſſors of 'the Land 
of Canaan beyond Jordan, allthe time of 
Moſes. Moſes did not write this paſſage to 
tell the People that the Canaanites were 
poſſeſſors of Canaan beyond Jordan, all his 
time, which none of them could be Jgno- 
rant of ; *but he wrote it to make the 
common TJgnorant People know, that the 
Canaanites had been poſſeſfors. of ' that 
Land even in the time of Abraham, and 


that their Father Abraham was but a 
ſtranger 
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ſtranger in-it, end had not at his firſt 
coming ſo much as a foot of Ground in 
it that he could: call his own, ( Ads 7, 
5.) and'that it was .of thoſe Canaanites 
that he afterwards bought the Burying- 
place at Hebron, -or Kirjatharba. Now 
this was a truth, though moſt certain, yet 
not ſo evident, but that many of the 
common People might p_ be Igno» 
rant of it; and theretore Moſes writing 
this Hiſtory for the benefit of the com» 
mon People, he might put in this paſſage 
once and again, that they might take ſpe- 
cial notice of it, and thereby know with 
what People it was that Abraham lived 
aſter he had left. his own Countrey, and 
Fathers Houſe, even with the Anceſtors 
of thoſe Canaanites whom they were now 
to deſtroy and drive out of that Land; 
and likewiſe that they might thereby be 
moved to admire the Faithfulneſs and 
Goodneſs of God towards them, in that 
he was then putting them in. aftual pof- 
ſeſſion of that good Land, which though 
promiſed unto Abraham and his Seed, yet 
was never before actually poſſeſſed by him 
or them, but was now to be given them 
according to promiſe. I find Aben Ezra 
Anſwering this Objeftion another way ; 
| L 3 - be 
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he ſays, It may be that the Caunanzzes took 
that Laud from ſome other People that 
were poſleſſors of it before them. And 
R. Salomon poſitively affirms, That that 
Land fell to the ſhare and Portion of 
Shem, when Noah divided the whole 
World amongſt his Sons ; and he proves 

it by this, That Melchizedeck ( whom the 
Jews believe to be Shem ) was King of 
Salem; but he thinks that the Canaanztes 
took it violently away from Shem's Poſte- 
rity, and therefore God promiſed to A- 
braham that he would give it to him and 
his Seed, becauſe they were of the Poſte, 
 rity-of Sem, to whom it did originally 
belong ; if this were true and could be 
proved, it might be thought that Moſes 
his words here, had reference unto the 
Canaanites being then in peaceable poſleſ- 
. . ion of the Land of Canaan, after they 
had drivea out another People that was 
there before them. But I leave 1t to the 
Jews to Anſwer thus ; I adhere to the An- 
ſwer given above ; to which I add, that 
the Canaanites were aftually driven out of 
the Two Kingdoms of Shox and Og,which 
lay on the Eaſt-fide of Jordan, before the 
death of Moſes; and ſhortly after his 
geath they were to be likewiſe driven out 
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of thoſe Kingdoms which lay on the 
Weſt-ſide of Jordan ; therefore Moſes 
might very well ſay, That the Canaanites 
were then in the Land, as intimating 
thereby, that now they were partly turn- 
ed out, and partly as it were, a turning 
out of the Land, and in a ſhort time it 
might be truly ſaid of them,The Canaanite 
is not now in the Land : By all which, it 
plainly enough appears, that there 1s no 
weight in this Objection of P, Simons. 

1welfthly, He Objefts Ger. 22. 14, 
and fays, [ * It is not likely that Moſes 
* was the Author of this proverbial way 
&« of ſpeaking, ( in the Monnt of the 
< Lord it ſhall be ſeen ) ſince he who has 
& added this to the Text, tells us that it 
* wasan uſual Proverb in his time ; be- 
& ſides that this Mount ſeems to be one of 
* the Mounts of the Countrey of Morea, 
« and the name of Morea was not given 
< it tilla long time after, ] 

Anſwer, Firſt, What though Moſes was 
not the Author of th proverbial way of . 
ares ? Abraham or Iſaac might be the 
firſt Authors of the Proverb, and it might 
be contigued amongſt God's People from 
Abraham or Iſaac down to- Moſes's time ; 
and Moſes writing the Hiſtory of thoſe 

| oY tumes 
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times as he was guided by the Spirit of 
God, amongſt other 'memorable things, 
he relates this matter of Fact, that that 
proverbial ſpeech had been perpetuated 
in the Church of God, and was uſed by 
the Godly in his time ; fo that whoever 
was the firſt Author of the proverbial 
ſpeech, ( In the Mount of the Lord it ſhall 
be ſeen, or in' the Mount the Lord ſhall 
be ' ſeen, 7z.'e. in dane time and place God 
will help and provide for his faithful obe- 
dient Servants, and they ſhall ſee it : God 
will ſhew himſelf to be a' preſent help un- 
to his People that truſt him, 1n their great- 
eſt ſtraits and difficulties, ) I fay whoe- 
ver was the firſt Author of this proverbial 
Speech, 'nothing hinders but Moſes might 
be, and was under God, the Author of 
the HiſtoricalRelation of it. 
Anſwer, Secondly, But how does P. 
*$7m9n prove that Moſes was not the Au- 
thor of it? why ( fays P. Simon, ) be- 
cauſe he vvho has added this to the Text, 
tells us it vvas an uſual Proverb in his 
time. Anſvver, A rare vvay of proving 
that Myſes could not vvrite it, becauſe ano- 
ther has vvritten it ſince Moſes, and added 
it to his Text, . But good Father, this 1s 
begging not proving, - It is the thing in 


- 


— $0933 
queſtion, vyhether another than Myſes 
vvrote it, and added it to his Text ; and 
hovv novy do ' you prove that another 
vvrote it and added it to Moſes'sText ? for 
that is to be proved and not taken for 
granted. And it vvill not prove it, to ſay 
that he vvho vvrote it, tells us, that it 
vvasan uſual Proverb in his time. For 
ſuppoſe Moſes himſelf had both been the 
firſt Author of it, and alſo the vvriter of 
it, in this plaee of Gene/is, he might tell us 
that jt vvas an uſual Proverb in his time ; 
He might have been rheAuthor of it at the - 
Red-Sea, | vvhen he ſaid unto the People, 
(Exod.14.13.) Fear ye not, ſtand ſtill aud 
ſee the Salvation of the Lord, which he wil 
ſhew you to Day ; he might then have put 
the People nnd of vvhat God had 
done of Old for their Father Abraham 
vvhen he vvas going to Sacrifice his Son 
on the Mount, vvhich the Lord had told 
him of; and from thence he might take 
occaſion to ſay [ © In the Mount of the 
« Lord it ſhall befeen, or in the Mount 
* the Lord ſhall be ſeen, z. e. your extre- 
** mity this Day, fhall be Gods opportuni- 
* ty, to ſhevy himſelf to be your preſent 
* and povverful Helper and Deliverer ; ] 
from yvhich Day farvvard it might -_ 
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been remembered, and ſo have paſſed in- 
to a Proverb among. the People, and 
Tvventy or Thirty Years after, Moſes 
might vvrite it yvith his ovvn hand. What 
incongruity vvould there be in all this, 
| ſuppoſe it had been thus, That Moſes had 
been the firſt Author, and likewiſe the Hi- 
| ſorical Relator of the ſame proverbial 
Speech? for my part I can diſcern none 
at all ; but this I have faid, only to ſhew 
P. Simons pitiful lame way of reaſoning ; 
for I adhere to what I have written be- 
fore, that whoever was the firſt Author of 
the Proverb, whether it- was 4Abrgham or 
Jaac, &c. yet Moſes might be, and was 
the Hiſtorical Relator of it. * | 
But P. $:mon Objetts further, That this 
Mount ſeems to be one ofgthe Mounts of 
the Countrey of Morea, and the name of 
Morea was not given it till a long time af- 
rer. | 
I Anſwer, Granting what P. Simon ſays, 
That the Mount on which Abraham was 
to have offered his Son, may ſeem to have 
been one of the Mounts of the Countrey 


was not given it till a long time after ; 1 
deny that it can be proved from thence, 
that Moſes was - not the Author of the 
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Pentateuch, and of this paſſage in it ; for 
the.name of Morea might be given unto 
that Countrey firſt by the All-knowing 
God, when he commanded Abraham to 
go into it, and offer his Son upon one of 
its Mountains, ( Gen. 22. wy and then a 
long time after, the Inhabitants of it by 
common conſent might give it the very 
ſame name of Morea, and might be 
moved fo todo, by hearing and believing 
a credible report, That God himſelf ſpeak- 
ing with Abraham, had a long time before 
given their Countrey the name of Mor7- 
ah ; after which time it might be com- 
monly known in thoſe--.parts- of the 
World by the name of Morzg4h ; whereas 
before it might have been known under 
that name, only by Abraham, Iſaac, and 
ſome Devout People of Abraham's Poſte- 
rity ; by this I only intend to ſhew the 
inconſequence of P. Simon's Argument ; 
. he is ſtill fo unhappy in his reaſoning,thar 
though the premiſſes be granted him, yet 
the concluſion will not follow. But now 
if by theſe words, [ the name of Morea 
was not given it till a long time after, ] P. 
$imon means, That that Countrey was 
not called Moriah, till a long time after 
Moſes, 1 Anſwer, That he but begs the 
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Queſtion, and what, he. affirms withour 
Proof, I utterly deny, and give this good 
Reaſon for my denyal of it ; becauſe the 
Text ſays. exprelly, (- Gen..22. 2.) That 
God commanded Abraham to take his on- 
ly Son Yaac, and go into the Land of 
Moriah, and offer him there for a Burnt- 
offering, &c. From which words it ſeems 
very evident, that if that Land was not 
called by the name of Moriah before, yet 
then at leaſt it began to be called by that 
name among, the 'Zebrews; for we ce that 
God called it by that name, and the ſigni- 
fication of the name agreeing ſo admirably 
well with what followed thereupon ; it 
is not likely that ever it was wholly for- 
rum amongſt the Poſterity of Abraham. 
any ſhould fay, that it may ſeern the 
name Moriah was given to that Land ra» 
ther after, than before, the Lord had ma» 
nifeſted himſelf to 4brahamon the Mount. 
I Anſwer, Firſt, That can never be . 
proved ; why might not. the Lord God 
ive it. that name before-hand, whach 
ſhould ſignifie what he was there to do on 
the behalf of Abraham? The Text ſays, 
That God bid- Abraham get him into the 
Land of Moriah, and their offer, &c, - 
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F Anſwer, Secondly, Granting that it: 
was given to that: Land after the Lord 
had manifeſted himſelf to 44raham on the 
Mount, yet it does not follow that there- 
fore it muſt be after Moſes alſo, andin S$9- 
lomon's time when the Temple was Built 
upon Mount Moriah, 2 Chron. 3. 1. 
Certainly it might have that name long 
before Moſes, and yet not have it till after 
Abraham had dofte offering the Ram in- 
ſNead of his Son ; for as Abraham imme- 
diately. after called the name of that place 
Fehovah-jireh , the : Lord will provide 
with reſpe& to the Anſwer which he. had 
given-his Son, Yerſ. 8. My Son, God will 
provide himſelf a Lamb for a Burnt-Offer=- 
zag : So he might at the ſame time call 
that part of the Countrey the Land of 
Moriah, or the Land of Viſion, . as the 
Vulgar Interpreter, and:Symmachus render 
it, becauſe there he , had ſeen God ina 
moſt ſignal manner, there God had-given 
him- a ſenſible and moſt convincing de- 
monſtration of his ſpecial Providence, and 
of his-peculiar diſcriminating Grace and 
Love-to him and his Seed. * 
 Thirteenthly, and Laſtly, P. Simon 
Obje&ts, Deut. 3. 11. and thereupon ſays, 
« | If we diligently read what is writ 
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* concerning the Bed of Og King of Ba- 
« /han, we ſhall find that thoſe who have 
<« collected theſe Books, have added ſome 
« words, to illuſtrate the words of the 
« Text, by conforming them to the pra» 
« Etice and cuſtome of their own times. } 
Anſwer, I have diligently read what is 
there written concerning the Bed-ſtead of 
Og King of Baſhan, both in the Original, 
and in feveral Tranſlations,and yet I do not 
find by what read there, either that any 
Body beſides Moſes colleted thoſe Books,or 
that he who colle&ed them, hath added 
ſome words to illuſtrate the words of the 
Text, by conforming them to the practice 
and cuſtome of his own time. I ſuppoſe 
P. Simon would have us believe, that the 
laſt words, [ Beammath 7h, | ( after/the 
Cubit of a Man ) have been added to the 
Text - after the time of Moſes: but he 
muſt firſt prove that there was no ſuch 
diſtinction of Cubits known in -the 
World, 'in the time of Moſes, -and ſo that 
Moſes could not write theſe words, which 
expreſs one Member of the diſtin&ton ; 
methinks it is very eafily c8nceivable that 
Moſes himſelf might bs moved to add this 
explication of his own words, if we corj- 
ſider that there might be diverſe ſorts of 
Cubits MW. 
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Cubits than in uſe, of which fome mighr 
be longer than others, now if it had been 
only faid,that Nine Cubits was the length, 
and Four Cubits the breadth of the Giants 
Bed-ſtead, the Reader would not have 
known what Cubitshe meant, and conſe- 
quently would have ſtill remained 1gno- 
rant of the exact meaſure of the Bed-ſtead, 
therefore Moſes to take away all ambigui- 
ty, adds for explication of his own words, 
that it was the Cubit of a Man, z. e. the 
common ordinary Cubit, which was then 
ſo well known amongſt the /ſrael/ites that 
there remained no more ground of doubt- 
ing of what meaſure the Giants Bed-ſtead 
was; and if any were fo incredulous as 
not to believe Moſes relation of the length 
and breadth of the Giant Bed-ſtead, they 
might go themſelves to Rabbath,and there 
ſee it and meaſure it by the Cubir of a 
Man. But ſome may ſay, How came 
King Og's Bed-ſtead to be- at that time in 
Rabbath amongſt the Ammonites ? I An- 
wer, it might come to be there any of 
theſe Three ways, (1.) In time of War, 
the Ammonites might have plundered the 
Countrey of Og King of Baſhan,and might 
have carried his Iron Bed-ſtead with other 
ſpoil into their own Countrey; or(z.)King 
Og 
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Ox being tofight with Meſesand the Jac 
lites-at Edrei, and fearing the event of the 
Battel, as he had good reaſon, ' might ſend 
his own Iron Bead-ſteagd with; many other 
neceſſary things to Rabbath'to be ſecured 
for him amongſt the Ammonites, whither 
he might intend to flee, incaſe he ſhould 
be vanquiſhed in the Battel at Edrei, and 
be able to make his eſcape; or (3.) the 
Iſraelites having, Conquered the whole 
| Kingdom of Baſhay, and utterly deſtroyed 
all the Inhabitants,, King; Og and all. his 
Subjects, taken all-his Cities,  to-the num- 
ber of Sixty, and poſlefled themſelves of 
all that belonged to him, or his People ; 
if this Bed-ftead was inthe whole King. 
domat that time, ; 4t muſt of..neceſſity fall 
wto the hands of the /7raelites.: and: Iſrael 
being at Peace with: the Ammonztes, they 
might: comeand /Frade with-the rael:tes, 
andeſpecially at: ſuch a time they might 
come to buy part iof: the Spoil, and a- 
mongſt other things their curioſity might 
- prompt them to uy. the Iron-Bed-ſtead 
of the Giant gz; and to carry; 1t-1nto their 
own Countrey, which in;former: tumes had 
been-a Land of Giants; as/afjpears from 
Deut.2,19,20,21-and no doubt they might 
have ancient Monumeats of- thoſe Giants, 
FE OR whom 


( 16x )) 
whom they called Lamzummins, remaitt- 
ing amongſt them, and thoſe that wanted 
might be deſirous to have by them ſome 
ſuch Monuments of Giants to ſhow, as 
well as their Neighbours ; and this might 
be done before Meſes either ſpoke or wrote 
the words of that Verſe Objected by P.: 
Simon. "Thus you ſee that any of theſe 
Three . ways, . the Iron Bed-ſtead of 0 
might come to be in Rabbath of the Chil: 
dren of ' Ammon, when Moſes wrote the 
Book of Deuteronomy. 

There are yet Two Objections againſt 
Moſes his being the Author of the Fenta- 
teuch, which" I remember I have read in 
Spinoſa, his Traftatus Theologico Politicus, 
and becauſe I would omit nothing of any 
Moment , that the Adverſaries have writ- 
ten againſt the Truth which the Church 
of God believes, and I defend, I ſhall here 
ſet them down, and Anſwer them, as I 
have done with P. $:mer's. | 
Fourteenthly;, Then, Spznoſa Objetts, 
Dext. 2.. 12. where it is ſaid, © That the 
« Children of Eſau deſtroyed the Horims, 
< and dwelt in their ſtead, as ſrae! did 
< unto the Land of his Poſſeſſion which 

* the Lord gave unto them ; now he pre- 
* tends that this could not be written by 
M Moſes, 
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& Meſes, becauſe 1/rael did not deſtroy the 
 Canaanites, and.. take poſſeſſion of Ca- 
& zaan till after his Death. _ : 

I Anſwer, At this rate of arguing, a 
Man might prove, that our Lord Chrift 
when he initituted the Sacrament of the 
Euchariſt, did not ſpeak theſe words, 
[ This is my Blood which u ſhed for many, 
w—— This is my Body which is given, or 
broken for you, \ becauſe his Blood was not 
ſhed, nor his Body broken, till the Day at- 
ter ; and yetit is moſt certain that he did | 
ſpeak thoſe words when he inſtituted the | 

Holy Sacrament , the Night before his | 
Death. But then you will ask, why did | 
our Lord ſpeak ſo, why did he ſay, This | 
1s my Blood which is ſhed, this 1s my 4 
Body which ts broken, when neither was 
the one ſhed, nor the other broken? I An- 
ſwer, He did ſo, becauſe it was an ordina- : 
ry way of ſpeaking amongſt the Jews, to iſ *« 
expreſs themſelves in the Preterit or Pre- 

ſent Tenſe ,- when they were talking or 
writing of a thing that was ſhortly and 
certainly to come to paſs ; and therefore 
the Vulgar Interpeter attending more to 
the ſenſe, than to the bare words of our 

Lord, renders them, Fic eſt ſanguis menus 


gut pro multis effundetur, hoc eſt corpus me- 
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um gud pro wobis tradetur ; this 1s my 
Blocd which ſhall be ſhed, and my Body 
-which ſhall be given ; after the ſame man- 
ner may we inkrſtznd the words of Mer - 
ſes, | as Iſrael did, 3.e. as Iſrael ſhall 
ſhortly and certainly do to the Land of his 
Poſſeſſion ; ) beſides there was this good 
reaſon why Moſes ſhould uſe the Preterit 
Tenſe, becauſe the thing he was writing of, 
was partly paſt already, 7rael had alrea- 
dy deſtroyed the Inhabitants of Two King- 
doms, and taken actual poſſeſſion of the 
Land ; and it was partly to be within a 
ſhort time, rael was ſhortly to do ſo by 
all the other Inhabitants of the Land of 
his poſſeſſion, which God had given him ; 
Moſes then having reaſon to write as hedid, 
Spinoſa had no reaſon to cavil at the man- 
ner of his expreſſion. 

Fifteenthly, He Obje&ts, Deut. 3. 14. 
and from theſe words, | © Jazr called them 
* after his own name, Baſhan-havoth<jair, 
* unto this Day, ] infers that this muſt 
have been written long after Moſes. 

Anſwer, Some think that theſe words, 
[UNT0 THIS DAT, | have been after 
Moſes put in the Margin, and in proceſs of 
time have crept into the Text, orelſe that 
Ezaras hath inſerted them into the Text. 
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But there is no neceſſity of Anſwering 
thus ; for Firſt, Moſes wrote the Book of 
* Deuteronomy ſome Months after Fair had 
taken the Countrey of Argob, andccalled 
it atter his own name, ( Seto hevert> 
jair, ) therefore Moſes himſelf might very 
well ſay,” that the Countrey of 4rgob was 
called after the name of Fair unto this 
Day, that is from the time of Jazr his 
taking of it, and calling it Baſhan-havoth- 
jair, unto the Day of Moſes writing that 
part of the Book of Deuteronomy ; for 
there was nothing but truth in his ſo fay- 
ing. Secondly, Moſes wrote the Book of 
Deuteronomy not only for the preſent Ge- 
neration, but alſo for the Generations to 
come, according to that of the Pſalmift, 
Pſal. to. 18. This ſhall be written for the 
Generations to come ; and conſequently 
knew that theſe words, ( unto this Day, ) 
would be further verified in after Ages : 
Therefore he might purpoſely uſe theſe 
words, (unto this Day,) as intending there- 
by to ſignifie unto the Traelites 1n their 
ſeveral Generations, that the Countrey of 
Argob was called after the name of Fair, 
( Baſhan-havoth-jair, ) from Fairs firſt 
taking of it, unto their time ; there being 
fhen no fallity nor abſurdity in the _ 
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( unto this Day, ) as here uſed, Moſes him- 
ſelf might very well 'be the Author of 
them: nay they are ſo ſignificant with 
reſpe&to future Generations, as I have 
ſhewed, that Moſes his Wiſdom appears in 
chooſing to expreſs himſelf in ſuch words 
as were aQtually true, when he firſt ſpoke 
and wrote them, and yet were to be fur- 
ther verified in all ſucceeding Generations, 
ſo long as the Febrew-Commonwealth 
ſtood ; ſo much for Anſwer unto Spnoſa 
his Two Objettions. 

T have now gone through all that P. 
Simon hath written to prove that Moſes 
could not be the Author of the Pentateuch, 
I have examined all his Arguments, and 
Anſwered every one of them ; there 1s not 
one good Argument amongſt them all, nor 
onethat can prove his poſition, That Mo- 
{es cannot be the Author of the Books attri- 
buted to him; and verily many of them 
are ( I think ) ſuch pitiful trifling things, 
that a reaſonable Man and Chriſtian 
ſhould be aſhamed of them. The reaſon 
why T meddle with na more of his Cr- 
tical Fliſtory, than what concerns the Per- 
tateuch, is, Firſt, Becauſe this was de- 
figned to accompany the precedent Dif- 
courſe, concerning the proots of the Books 
Ms M 3 of 
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of Moſes ;- and therefore I thought fit to 
deal with P. Simon;only upon that point, 


_ wherein he ſeemed to contradit what the _ 


Author of the excellent Diſcourſe affirms 
and proves: that ſo his ObjeQtions being 
all Anſwered, that Diſcourſe may remain 


firm and unſhaken, and in its full ſtrength, F 


and that Infidels may not pretend thar P, 
Simon has confuted it ; which -is fo far 


from being true, that the vain ſucceſleſs . |} 


attempt of ſo great a Man ( as P. Simozy  - 
1s accounted, )to prove that Moſes could not 


be the Author of the ' Pentateuch ; is an "| 


Argument that the thing is not pradtica- 
ble, it cannot be done : * for if it could, 
P. Simou is counted as able,and to me ſeems 


ro have been as willing to have done it, as ,|. 


any other Man. 


_ Secondly, Becauſe if the Divine Truth - 


and Authority of Moſes and his Law,. and . 
of Chriſt and his Goſpel, be well ſecured, 
our Chriſtian Religion ' is. ſecured m its 
main firength and tundamental grounds, 
againſt, Atheifts and Infidels. As for the 
re!t of P. Sis Book, I doubt not but 
fome Men of greater Abzlities for ſuch a 
work, than I, will in due time thoroughly 
examine it, and ſeparate the Chaff trom 


_ the Wheat, allowing him his due praiſe 


where 
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where he hath done well; and chaſtiſing him 
where he hath done evil; you may gneſs by 
this, that it will not be ſo difficult to.do it, as 
ſome may apprehend. - In the mean time, if 
" his vain Cavils at ſeveral expreſſions here and 
there in the Holy Scriptures, ſhould bea centa- 
tion unto any to think meanly of the Scriptures 
chemſalves ; I deſire ſich, if they can,” to read 
ſome part of Origens Philocalia, Chap. 1. Pag. 4, 
&'5. in. Spencers Edition at Cambridge, 1658. 
-and to conſider that, as Origen ſays, Every one 


-. of "the Works of God, do not equally, but-ſome more 


and ſome leſs, declare and ſhew forth the Glory of 


'* God in bis Beeing arid Providence ; after the ſame 


. manner all the parts. of God's written Word, 
- do not equally, - but ſome more clearly, and 
ſome more obſcurely, evidence themſelves to 

be of God. And as there are ſome dark oc- 
cnrrences in Providence that tempt weak and 
ſinful Men to doubt of God's Beeing and Pro- 
vidence, juſt ſb there are ſome-dark and diffi- 
cult paiſages in Holy Scripture, that tempt Men 
to doubt of the Divine Verity and Authority of 
of the Scriptures; and: yet as none but Fools, 
( Pſal. 14. x. Y* will: disbelieve the Beeing and 
Providence of God,. becauſe there are ſome 
things in his Nature and Providence which they 
cannot comprehend ; ſo no Wiſe Man will diſ- 
believe the Holy Scripture? becauſe there are 
here and there ſome paſſages in them which he 
cannot underſtand ; Lo they have rejefed the 
word of the Lixd, and what Wiſdom is in them ? 
lays the Prophet Feremiah, ( Fer. 8. 9. ) 


Indeed 


'(x68) 

Tndeed'there can be no-true Wiſdom in them 
who reject the Word of the Lord ; for his Word 
believed and practiſed, a «wr Wiſdom and: our 
" Underſtanding , and makes us a wiſe and un- 
derſtanding People, ( Demt.-4. 5,6,). The Teſts 
mony of the Lord is ſure; making Wiſe the Simple, 
C Pfal. x9..7. ) ' If ever-then we would be truly 
Wiſe, lerus againſt all Tentations to_the con- 
trary, efteem highly of; ' and: adhere ſtedfaſt- 
ly unto the Holy Scriptures'of Truth ; - for: it is 
they that are able to make us wiſe unto Salvation, 
through Faith which is in:Ghriſt Teſus, ( 2 Tim. 3. 
| pf what I have. here; written do contribute 
any thing towards the helping of Chriſtian Rea- 
. ders to keep up un their $onls a due eſteem. of, 
+8nd-reverend regard unto'the-Holy Scriptures, 
and-towards:the ftrengthning of them againſt 
Tentations to-unbelief, Lhave obtained my end; 
and deſire them tolet me haye the:help:and be- 
nefit of. their Prayers, but Jet; bm have - all the 
Praiſe; whois:the Facher of Lights, and the God 
pf all -Grats,: unto whom:cbe Glory ' in| the 
©Church by Chriſt - Jeſits; throughont all Ages, 


Workd:without End, Amien!. ;; */ 
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